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libya denies British nuclear reports 

CAm0 ( ^L~t. 4 bya °“ Saturday dismissed as "unprecedented 
Terrorism entail claims that it constitutes a nuclear threat The 
OflfcW JANA Kud jt ^ j, pan Qf a Christian-JcwKh 

-«-■ to eradicate Tsiain. “Libya is not interested in. and neither does it 
the capability of. ownuiK nuclear weapons,” a JANA commeil- 
py the agency s foreign editor said. Anyway, it said i jiwj. ■« 
aibjeei » annuaj inspections by the International Atomic Encrav 
i W A^ 0 ^. J ANA. Britain's Defence SccrctaK 

I j^Jcohn lUkind told the British paper the Daily Express that Libya 
Efr® t* *Wc to make nudear weaponry within 10 years. But In 
Associated Press »n pT recent British dailies did not show any 
rtaeiw with Mr Rrlkmd. Instead, it showed the Times of London 
£#udpe Independent saying defence experts assume that countries 
' Gke Iraq or Libya could develop ballistic missiles within ten vears 
their comments were connected to a report of a speech Mr Riflrind 
gave on Tuesday to the Centre for Defence Studies at King's College 
London. 



An indepen 


RIYADH f APj — The Ben Laden family, one of the richest non-royal 
families in fcuu Arabia, issued a statement Saturday to disassociate 
itself from, a member who has been widely linked to Islamic exireflti»t 
groups. In a icisfaxed message to SauJi netvspapcrs. Bakr Moham- 
mad Ben Laden, doyen of the Jeddah-based family, wrote that he JUKI 
"all members of the iamily. whose number exceeds 50, would liiw-tO 
express their regret, denunciation and condemnation of all acts that 
Osama Ben Laden may have committed, which we do not condone', 
and which wr reject." The engineer is the brother of Osama, whojii 
current!;, based in Sudjn urn! who is held to be a prominent lender of 
the so-called "Afghan Arabs." Osama Ben Laden has been mentioned* 
particular!;, by a group tried in Yemen on charges of committing 
several Lets of terrorism They are said to be linked with the bomb' 
attacks on two hotels in Aden m December 1992 in which jwq 
Austrian louriiti were killed. The blasts narrow !v missed .100 
American servicemen deployed with Operation Restore Hdpe that 
was then starting :n Somalia. * 
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d. M r TYRE (AFP) — a Lebanese 
nri • a *- villager on Saturday wa> 
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wounded when Israeli troop* 
in South Lebanon returned fire 
after a rocket attack by guerril- 
las. police said. The Israeli 
army opened fire with tanks 
and mortars at the Wadi Sallu- 
Li valley and Tamriyeh village, 
facing Israel's self-declared 
“security zone” in South Leba- 
non. the Lebanese police said. 
A villager suffered minor 
wounds after being hit with 
shrapnel, they added. Guerril- 
las had fired two Russian- made 
Katyusha rockets and four 
mortar shells at Israel's proxy 
militia, the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA), in Oantara on 
the edge of the '•.security 
zone.'* according to security 
sources here. The attack was 
claimed by two Lebanese 
jTQN ). c .groups, the pro-Syrian Amal 
3i!l r;[ w ^. and fundamentalist Iranian- 
d p,jy a ,V._ hacked Hizbollah. in a joint 
lealih f a, - s " statement from the southern 
a ca» c 0 I ' r ?r: j»«- of sidan - 

swoiiei r 4 - • • 

i look sii jtfviera traders 
Mr. 5^ report alleged FIS 

>io«s i vtj?' threats 

as ^rte^ICE. France (R) — Six Nlus- 
t would S im shopkeepers in the French 
ilihcartiy^E’Wvi^ra lown °f Nice have told 
:irc ;h Jf] police they received threats 
the iw^'and extortion demands. 
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ai:h ‘ poscdly from Algerian fun- 
i has m,d:^!l darnenta *‘ sts * P° l ‘ ce sources 
ciounofS** Saturday. They said the 
Spukeift^^^ K ^ ee P ers complained they 
said Mr r- L --‘[teceived letters signed by the 
cm mwili tv/!' Wftttdc Salvation From (FIS) 
’ ordering, them to abide by 
Muslim practices and threaten- 
ing punishment if they kept 
selling alcoholic drinks. Tele- 
phone callers had also deman- 
ded money in the name of 
religious solidarity. The 
sources said the letters did not 
ii&e the usual format of FIS 
(teguments but police were tuk- 
ing.the threats seriously and 
the Nice public prosecutor had 
opened an investigation. The 
Algerian government cancel- 
led elections that the FIS was 
poised to win two years ago 
nce.Mt.3k.:. and banned the fundamentalist 
he Neihflt ' movement in the ensuing wave 
levied tutf Of violence, 
liina voter > . 

Detained Britons 
acirft leave Somaliland 

; history. - ■ ' .., . 

L v,i,npj£:. LONDON (AFP) — Thirteen 
j, een a \tc Britons who had been held 
■ anii raiif : - ^P tive by gunmen in the 
e r) jn d». to^akaway Somali region of 
Europe i/'-^omaliland were flown to 
'Djibouti, a Foreign Office 
;Hwkesman said here Saturday. 
s the 13 men had been heid 
-since Wednesday in Hargeisa. 
iii northwestern Somalia, hv an 
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ment for services rendered to 
Rimfire. a bomb disposal and 
mine deararice company which 
employed them. On Friday, 
territory's self-styled presi- 
i«t!' , Mbhammad Ibrahim Egal 
j, a C’-r ^id-fhe Britons were free to 
uf , \ U.N. sources in Moga- 

? 7 1 n - 4 J,S * ,U they were still being 
!lke hc Wld late Friday. Rimfire said 
V \a nikU * 1 ^ alur day. the workers would 
M3 1 unit' s P end “bvo or three days out 
iure ^ °f.lhe country while we take 

ta ’” e ..-Mwk of- the 'situation." 
f the r 1 „ 
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Uneasy calm in 
Kabul amid minor 
fighting 

KABUL T |AFP) — Minor 
MQiili-urms fire between a 
Shiite Muslim faction and 
bnops loval to president 
Burhanuddin Rubbnni tlis- 
civilian traffic to south 
on Saturday . as an un- 
prevailed in m«»st of 
■ -the War-torn capital. The early 
morning firefigh: between 
Hezh-e-Wiihdai taction 
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rnn^ nl -• 3nd pro-Rahbani trirops near 
tV pip J,f S4, uth Kabul's Dchmazang 
^'n - although a Uwal .if fair . 

>hnfli n - : *** a repetition of a similar 
hv thf ^!i ^'jkxitout on Friday. Bi>th lac- 
■ jn lh^,V I'uns have accused the other ot 
^.- ; Miirnng the shooting in which 
’ffi^'-IKt to seven civilians were 
'T-'j. &)■ reported wounded. Over the 
5 1 . H^r' PM four du\>. thousands *»t 
residents Irom frontline areas 
have poured into other areas »t 
Kabul fcrrvinc possessions in 
puvcharis. ;, Mi>sl of those who 
could have already lied." said 
one man. waiting to hire out 
his cart. "Nohtidv wants to 
move now Ivcause the' know 
fhe ceasefire is over. ' 
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Yemenis sign reconciliation deal today 

: Negotiations continue 


Saleh affirms commitment to accord, 
pays tribute to King Hussein’s efforts 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter with agency 
dispatches 

AMMAN — Yemeni govern- 
ment leaders and politicians 
converged on Amman Satur- 
day to sign a reconciliation and 
reform agreement to end a 
six-month political crisis pla- 
guing their country. 

More than 150 Yemeni 
politicians, from party and 
tribal chiefs to ousted presi- 
dents are expected to attend 
the signing of the agreement 
that they hope would save their 
country's unity. 

Hundreds of Yemeni and 
Jordanian flags fluttered from 
lampposts to mark Jordan's 
largest such policial gathering 
since an Arab League summit 
in 1987. 

Banners welcoming the re- 
conciliation bung above Am- 
man's main streets to greet 
Yemeni President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh and Vice-President 
Ali Salem A 1 Beidh. 

“We hope the signing of the 
pact will provide the proper 
way to end the political crisis 
that has burdened the hearts of 
our people and the Arab Na- 
tion and posed a serious threat 
to our march to democracy and 
unity,** President Saleh said on 
arrival in Amman. He was 
received upon arrival “by His 
Majesty Kjng Hussein. 

. "We hope that all parties 


will endeavour to transform 
this document to practical im- 
plementation with the solidar- 
ity that would achieve the 
hoped (for) objectives of build- 
ing the modern Yemeni state," 
hc told the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra. 

Mr. Saleh also called on his 
vice president to join hands "in 
implementing the agreement 
on the ground... in such a way 
that consolidating the basis of a 
better future." 

Among the early arrivals for 
the signing of the reconcilia- 
tion charter were former 
Yemeni presidents Ali Nasser 
Mohammad and Abdullah Sal- 
la!. 

Another former head of 
slate, Abdul Rahman Iryani, 
was also expected here. 

Also expected was Sheikh 
Abdullah Al Ah mar, co-leader 
of the Al Islah Islamic Party, 
which is the third partner with 
Mr. Saleh's General People's 
Congress (GPC) and Mr. 
Beidh's Yemeni Socialist Party 
(YSP) in the ruling coalition in 
Sanaa. 

Esraat Abdul Meguid, 
secretary-general of the Cairo- 
based 22-member Arab 
League, arrived Saturday. A 
representative of the European 
Union was also due to attend 
the signing. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and Jordanian 
government leaders and senior 
officials were among those wel- 
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coming the Yemeni president 
and his accompanying delega- 
tion. 

The Yemeni president was 
accorded an official welcome 
ceremony which included a 21 - 
gun salute. 

“We hope the signing of the 
pact will be the beginning to 
solve Yemen's crisis," said Mr. 

Nasser Mohammad. South Ye- 
men's former president, who 
has been living in Damascus 
since a military coup in 1986. 

“The meeting and the signa- 
tures ore not the only things 
that matter,” he said. “What 
we are also concerned with is 
goodwill and the desire to im- 
plement this agreement to- 
wards building a unified state 
and achieve security and stabil- 
ity." 

In an arrival statement Mr. 

Saleh, paid tribute to King 
Hussein’s efforts and Jordan’s 
role in helping to end the 
dispute between the Yemeni 
leaders. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid said the 
reconciliation accord was “a 
document of pan-Arab and 
national importance.” 

He said that the signing of 
the document would pave the 
ground for stability and secur- 
ity in Yemen. 

King Hussein has always 
spearheaded efforts designed 

to bring about reconciliation His Majesty King Hussein Saturday receives Yemeni President 
among Arab states^nd among AU Abdullah Saleh upon the Yemeni leader's arrival in Amman 

to sign a national reconciliation agreement (Photo by Yousef Al 
(Continued on page 5) "’Allan) ' 
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AMMAN — Yemeni leaders 
sign a reconciliation agreement 
in Amman today, bufthey had 
not agreed on the modalities of 
implementing the accord by 
late yesterday, political sources 
said. 

The source- expected that 
Vice-President Ali Salem Al 
Beidh might even need "some 
last-minute persuasion” before 
he actua(l) puts his pen to the 
agreement with President A!: 
Abdullah Saleh to end the 
seven-month political crisis 
plaguing their country. 

Even after signing the 
accord. Yemeni sources ^id. 
Mr. Beidh is no: ready to 
return to Sanaa, the federal 
capital, to formally assume 
office and his constitutional 
duties. 

One of the key demands of 
President Saleh and his Gener- 
al People's Congress (GPC) is 
Mr. Beidh's immediate return 
to Sanaa to assume office — 
something that the southern 
leader has refused to do after 
he left Sanaa in August and 
ensconsed himself in his south- 
ern stronghold of Aden. 

A Yemeni mediation com- 
mittee: was holding urgent talks 
here Saturday evening in a bid 
to come up with a compromise. 
But both the GPC and Mr. 
Beidh's Yemeni Socialist Party 
(YSP) were insisting on their 
positions, the sources said. < 

"The YSP is insisting that 


Mr. Beidh will go to Sanaa and 
assume his duties as vice- 
president only after tangible 
progress is achieved in the im- 
plementation of the. agree- 
ment." said a Yemeni source. 

The southerners are also de- 
manding that the Sunaa--based 
government — headed by the 
YSP's Haidar Abu Bakr Al 
Attas — move to Aden and 
function from the capital of 
former South Yemen "for the 
first two months immediately 
after the signing of the Amman 
agreement? 

Tne YSP. however, is willing 
to make one concession.- It is 
willing to attend meetings of 
the presidential council if it 
met somewhere outside Sanaa 
and. more importantly and sig- 
nificantly. under the chair- 
manship of the southern, 'rice- 
president rather than’ The 
northern president. 

Jordanian officials were in- 
volved in mediation efforts' and 
it was not immediately known 
how far such efforts were'mak- 
ing headway. - * * 

In a bid to explain Fits" posi- 
tion to other Arab leaders on 
his way to Amman, Mr. Bei-jh 
visited Cairo and Damascus '$)r 
talks with the Egyptian arid 
Syrian presidents." •• 

Mr. Beidh was originally ex- 
pected to arrive Friday and His 
Majesty King Hussein was ex- 
pecting to have some time with 
him in a bid to settle some of 
the differences. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Delay better than issues 
left unresolved — Rabin 


CAIRO (Agencies) Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
said it was preferable to delay 
the April 13 deadline for 
Israel's withdrawal from the 
Palestinian self-rule areas of 
Gaza and Jericho to give both 
sides a chance to dear up 
matters. 

In an interview published in 
the Egyptian newspaper Al 
Ahram on Saturday, Mr. 
Rabin said Israelis and Palesti- 
nians needed time to reach 
agreement on everyday mat- 
ters affecting their daily lives in 
the areas due to come under 
Palestinian autonomy. 

"I repeat my wish for the 
success of the agreement, but it 
is better to have a month's 
delay in implementing it so 
that matters that could ignite 
the situation will be dear and 
agreed upon for us and the 
Palestinians." Mr. Rabin told 
Al Ah ram's correspondent in 
occupied Jerusalem. 

Mr. Rabin used a hypothe- 
tical car crash between Palesti- 
nians and Israelis as an exam- 
ple of the small matters that 
could jeopardise the peace 
accord signed by rsrael and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) in Washington in 
September. “How would we 
treat such a situation, and in 
what court? We must specify 
from the beginning the solu- 
tions to all these small prob- 
lems or else we will regret it 
and the accord will fail." 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat said Thursday delays in 
implementation of the accord 
were dangerous and accused 
the Israeli government of tak- 
ing its time over dates spedfied 
in the peace accord. 

Under that accord, Israel 
was to have begun a pullout of 
troops from the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho on Dec. 13 as a prelude 
to Palestinian self-rule. Several 
rounds of talks since then have 
failed to remove remaining 
obstacles to the pullout. 

Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Nabil Shaath said Friday the 
PLO and Israel had begun 
preparing the text of the final 
agreement that would allow 
Palestinian self-rule to start in 
Gaza and Jericho. 

Dr. Shaath said in an inter- 
view with Israel Television the 
document could be ready for 
signing by Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Rabin in about three weeks. 
“We have started the final 


drafting of the general intro- 
duction or the general agree- 
ment," Dr. Shaath said via 
satellite from Cairo. 

Asked if the agreement 
could be finalised by the feast 
of ‘Eid Al Filr in three weeks 
time. Dr. Shaath said: “I hope 
so but as you know such issues 
are not subject only to nego- 
tiating considerations but to 
numerous political considera- 
tions. 

“I believe we are able to 
reach a result at most by the 
holy feast of 'Eid Al Fitr." 

Dr. Shaath said Israel and 
the PLO had achieved progress 
in talks in the Egyptian resort 
of Taba this week following an 
agreement on security arrange- 
ments for Palestinian self-rule 
signed in Cairo earlier this 
month. 

“There is no doubt that 
there was progress and this 
progress was due to our 
reaching the final part of these 
negotiations... now we are in 
the stage of the final drafting,” 
Dr. Shaath said. 

“We have been able to finish 
an important part relating to 
the security measures and the 
security liaison and we also 
finished an important part of 
the transfer of the civilian au- 
thority to Palestinians." 

Chief Israeli negotiator 
Amnon Shahak said on Friday 
that the talks in Taba had been 
more substantive than in the 
past but he would not say when 
an agreement would be signed. 

“I estimate that... if the dia- 
logue continues as it was this 
week we shall reach an agree- 
ment within a certain time 
period." General Shahak told 
the television interviewer. 

Israel and the PLO are due 
to resume negotiations on 
Palestinian self-rule next week 
in Cairo. Taba and Washing- 
ton. 

The PLO news agency 
WAFA reported Friday PLO 
negotiators had rejected an 
Israeli proposal for family 
reunification and said it aims at 
resettling Palestinian refugees 
in Arab countries. 

It quoted Abdul Fatah 
Hamid, a PLO negotiator in a 
working group on refugees, as 
saying the Israelis at a meeting 
in Tunis last week suggested 
that Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories should be 

(Continued on page 5) 


Settler shot dead 
in W.Bank ambush 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Hundreds of 
Jewish settlers demonstrated at 
road junctions In Israel and the 
occupied West Bank on Satur- 
day to protest against the 
slaying of a pregnant settler by 
Palestinian assailants. 

The victim was hit in the 
head and stomach by shots 
from a parked car as she, her 
husband and their two children 
drove along a major West 
Bank highway towards their 
home in the settlement of Ariel 
early Saturday. The Husband 
and the children escaped un- 
harmed. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas claimed re- 
sponsibility for the nighttime 
shooting ambush. “Hamas will 
turn every day into hell for the 
Israeli," said a leaflet issued by 
the group. 

On Saturday evening, after 
the end of the Jewish Sabbath, 
hundreds of settlers staged 
protests at several junctions in 
Israel and the West Bank. 

The Israeli army imposed a 
curfew on six Palestinian vil- 
lages following the attack near 
the Barqan settlement in the 
north of the West Bank. 
Troops arrrested several 
Palestinians in a huge man- 
hunt. 

The 30-year-old victim, who 


was five months pregnant, was 
from tbe Ariel settlement. 

A statement from tbe Izze- 
dine Al Qassam wing of 
Hamas said members of tbe 
group fired at the settlers' car 
with two Kalashnikov assuit 
rifles. 

The attack was in retaliation 
for “the murder of three 
Palestinian children in Gaza 
and the West Bank in Janu- 
ary,” the statement added. 

Army commanders met with 
angry Ariel residents and per- 
mitted them to set up a road- 
side memorial at the site where 
the woman was killed. 

The attack was likely to 
further erode support- among 
Israelis for the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) accord on Palestinian 
autonomy in the occupied 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
region of Jericho. 

Israel and the PLO made 
steady progress in their nego- 
tiations on implementing the 
agreement that calls for troop 
withdrawal and handover of 
authority to the PLO by mid- 
April. 

With agreement near, 
Palestinian hardliners have 
said they would escalate 
attacks in hopes of provoking 
an Israeli backlash and ulti- 
mately sabotaging the negotia- 
tions. 


Clinton says U.S. ready for 
Bosnia strikes if arms remain 


Combined agency dispatches 

U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
saying it was unclear if Bosnian 
Serbs were withdrawing all 
their heavy guns ringing 
Sarajevo, Saturday said U.S. 
warplanes would “exact a 
heavy price" if the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) ultimatum was not 
met. 

"America cannot afford to 
ignore conflicts in Europe," 
Mr. Clinton said in a 
nationally-broadcast address 
from the Oval Office. 

Mr. Clinton, who spoke 
shortly after talking by tele- 
phone with French President 
Francois Mitterrand, told 
Americans that it may be 
necessary to launch air attacks 
if allied demands are not met. 

The Bosnian Serbs face a 
deadline of midnight GMT 
Sunday (7 p.m. EST) for all 
heavy guns within a 20 - 
kilometre radius of the Bos- 
nian capital to be pulled back 
or placed under United Na- 
tions control. 

“If the Serbs and others fully 
comply with NATO’s ultima- 
tum, there will be no need to 
use force against anyone. But 
we are determined to make 
good on NATO's word and we 
are prepared to act, our actions 
will be determined by one 


thing — the facts on the 
ground," Mr. Clinton said. 

With the NATO deadline 
looming, elite troops from 
.three European nations took 
up positions Saturday in snowy 
hills around Sarajevo to secure 
heavy weapons turned over by 
Bosnian Serbs. 

Four hundred Russian 
peacekeepers also headed for 
Sarajevo as part of a deal in 
which the Serbs agreed to com- 
ply with the ultimatum on 
withdrawing their firepower 
from the Bosnian capital. 

United Nations officials ex- 
pressed confidence that Bos- 
nian Serbs who have besieged 
Sarajevo for 22 months would 
remove their heavy weapons or 
put them under strict U.N. 
control by the NATO dead- 
line. 

Pilots have identified some 
Bosnian Serb gun batteries still 
pointed towards Sarajevo and 
locked onto them in practice 
bombing runs, the officer over- 
seeing air attack plans on the 
USS Saratoga in the Adriatic 
Sea said Saturday. 

U.S. Rear Admiral William 
H. W ? righi said he expected 
"some degree of violations" of 
the NATO ultimatum, but that 
it was up to NATO and politic- 
al leaders to decide whether air 
strikes were warranted. 

The Bosnian Serb leader. 


Radovan Karadzic, {rad 
pledged to comply by midnight 
Saturday, 24 hours early, t»ui 
U.N. spokesman Bill Aikman 
said heavy snow might make 
that timetable tough to meet. 

"Given the weather, they'll 
probably be using the extra 24 
hours to get them out," he 
said. 

Some estimates put the num- 
ber of Serb mortars, » tanks, 
artillery and other < heavy 
weapons around Sarajevo ~at 
up to 500. The Muslim-led 
government has more., troops 
than the Serbs, but consider- 
ably less firepower. 

The U.N. special "repre- 
sentative for former Yugosla- 
via. Yasushi Akashi. said he 
was worried as he headed into 
a meeting Saturday with Mr. 
Karadzic in Pale, the Serb 
stronghold southeast of 
Sarajevo. 

"But at the same time there 
are some encouraging _ ele- 
ments.” he said without- ela- 
borating. 

Special Russian envoy to the 
former Yugoslavia \VStaly 
Churkin warned Saturday 
“rash" action by NATO ’ in 
Sarajevo could spark a “crisis" 
between Russia and the West. 

Mr. Churkin, interviewed by 
Russian television before 'his 

(Continued on page 5l ' 


All tracks of bilateral talks resume this week 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— AH four tracks of the Arab- 
Iscacli peace negotiations will 
reconvene in Washington Feb. 
22 after the presidents day 
holiday break, spokesman 
Michael McCurry said. 

The direct peace talks be- 
tween Israel and its Arab part- 
ners — Syria, Lebanon, Jordan 
and the Palestinians — re- 
sumed on Feb. 15 in a new, 
more streamlined informal for- 
mat. 

Asked if this week's talks 
had been fruitful, the spokes- 
man replied: "I think they had 
interesting conversations. 
Whether or not they were 
fruitful is for the panics to 
determine.” 

In a related development. 
Robert Pelletreau was sworn in 
Friday os the new assistant 


secretary of state for Near 
Eastern affairs (see page 5 ) . 
He replaces Edward Djejc- 
jian, who is the new U.S. 
ambassador 10 Israel. 

Mr. McCurry pointed out 
that the United Stares main- 
tains its own "peace team," 
which works under the gui- 
dance of special Middle East 
coordinator Dennis Ross. The 
spokesman said Mr. Pelletreau 
is “beginning to engage very 
fully in the work of the peace 
team, but remember he has a 
portfolio that expands well 
beyond the peace process it- 
self.” 

Syria assails Israel 

Israel is trying to prevent 
Syria and the United Slates 
from establishing normal rela- 


tions, the official Syrian daily 
Al Thawra charged Saturday. 

The paper said Israel "is 
anxious to detach Syrian-U.S. 
relations from the area of dia- 
logue,” fearing rhat "solid, ba- 
lanced relations may be estab- 
lished, enabling the whole 
peace process to be brought 
back to its legitimate basis.” 

Israel was escalating tension 
in South Lebanon “in its cus- 
tomary arrogant and aggres- 
sive way" in order to pressure 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
into “ending or postponing the 
U.S. role in the peace pro- 
cess.” Al Thawra said. 

Israel tried to torpedo the 
Geneva summit meeting be- 
tween Mr. Clinton and Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad on 
Jan. 16 “Through pressure and 


intensive moves inside the 
U.S. administration and in the 
region," the paper added 
"However, we believe the 
Clinton administration is 
aware of these moves and what 
lies behind (hem.” 

Israel and Syria failed to 
make headway during peace 
talks in Washington earlier in 
the week. Israeli Deputy 
Minister Yossi Beilin (old re- 
porters Thursday. 

Asked whether Israel had 
moved closer to the Syrian 
demand that Israel fully with- 
draw from the Golan Heights 
seized in 1967 and partially 
annexed in 19S1, Mr. Beilin 
said, "regrettably, no." 

Israel has refused to with- 
draw without first getting 
security guarantees from Syria. 
Israel threatened to launch a 


massive operation in -South 
Lebanon after a rocket on 
northern Israel on Wednesday,’ 
which was claimed by dissi- 
dents opposed to the 'Palesti- 
nian autonomy deal. _ . 

The attack provoked intense 
diplomatic moves by the Un- 
ited States, with Washington 
sending messages to Damascus 
and Beirut calling for restraint. 

Israel blamed Syria, wjiich 
has some 35,000 troops in 
Lebanon. 

Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said the attack- was. a 
"violation" of a U.S.-brbkered 
deal with Damascus last’Jiily to 
hah Hezbollah guerrilla strikes 
on Jewish communities^ 

The deal followed a "seven? 
day blitz by Israeli forces .14 
South Lebanon which ..killed 
132 people and wounded 500. 
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"Sn rejects U.N. report 
S 1 human rights violations 


Agencies i — Iran 
nn Satjfoiiv rejected a* "base- 
iiSUf/ited Nations report 
critic] safe ;-ls human rights re- 
iv-rfL life ’-official news"aeency 
IR^.-Sfeported. 

Foreign Ministry 
spt)k4£l|&: quoted - ” by IRN A 
^^gtp»g-t^ere no political 
pri£^tpsLj>* Iran and those 
Utile*? faj drug-traffickina. 


njureer qr.c terrorism were 
■ “due process of 


?£^nu ruber of prisoners in 
$ji§£rt.-rnarkablv low." he 


desman also dismis- 
(Tftjns in the report, 
jihe BBC. that there 
fflJO political prison- 


ers in Iran and freedom of 
expression there was constant- 
ly under attack. 

Mr. Pohl. whose 60-page re- 
port was the latest in a series 
he has produced for the com- 
mission criticising Iran's hu- 
man rights stance since 1986, 
also recorded what he said 
were many cases of persecu- 
tion of religious minorities and 
of women T 

"Comparing recent events 
with those of recent years, one 
has the impression that the 
situation did not change 
markedly in 1993," the report, 
which will come up for adop- 
tion by the commission in early 
March, declared. 

"The requirements for due 


are biased, 
politically-motivated and influ- 
enced by the enemies of the 
republic." he said, 
fafcnsfcbd Human Rights 
Commission charged in a re- 
port published in” Geneva on 
Friday that Ir an's human rights 
“did not change 

M3#Jk«rirt, drawn up by 
special— rapporteur Reynaldo 
/j£ohl. urged Iran to 
refo tei b jgfr e nal code to pro- 
t^cf*tK? “fights of defendants 
ahif'^fiSKriF equality between 
women before the 
IfSfim -hi br- v, 

it alsempritssed the author- 
-harassment of the 
naiaWi - stiow the International 
GflmnTKra& of the Red Cross 
irfROcm Jetum to Iran, and 
‘■aoi&.'trgent and effective ac- 
ini?. itf prevent its secret ser- 
vice agents from harassing Ira- 


E rocess of law have not yet 
een met. and no plans are 


been met. and no plans are 
known for making good ex- 
isting legal shortcomings,’’ Mr. 
Pohl said. 

The investigator, who has 
not been allowed into Iran for 
many months, said he based 
his findings on both official and 
unofficial accounts of events in 
Iran and on foreign court dedr 
sions in the cases of murders of 
Iranian exiles. 


The report noted rejection 
v Iran of most of the charges 


by Iran of most of the charges 
recorded by Mr. Pohl, and 
assertions bv Tehran that he 
had little knowledge of Islamic 
law. 

"The fact is that internation- 
al bodies monitoring human 
rights are required to base 
themselves on international 
principles and instruments, 
and national laws, institutions 


and practices must change to 
match international laws, not 


■ political prison- 


match international laws, not 
vice-versa," the Salvadorean 
diplomat said. 

Mr. Pohl recommended that 
the commission, currently 


holding its annual six-week ses- 
sion in Geneva, tell Iran “to 
take urgent and effective ac- 
tion to prevent its secret ser- 
vice agents... mounting 
attempts on the lives of exiles 
and refugees, whatever their 
political leanings." 

Iran should also be told to 
‘investigate such inddents in 
which other countries impli- 
cated Iranian agents and 
cooperate with foreign govern- 
ments in their investigations 

He said Tehran should be 
told to ensure political trials 
were open and that the accused 
had qualified defence lawyers, 
and be urged to recognise full 
equality of rights between men 
and women m its civil legisla- 
tion. 

Iran should also eliminate 
the use of violence by groups 
which intimidated newspapers 
and magazines, ensure the pro- 
tection of journalists, and “eli- 
minate violence as a means of 
cowing the spoken and written 
press," Mr. Pohl declared. 

In a comment on the report, 
the Paris-based National 
Council of Resistance of Iran, 
a major exile, grouping, said 
the report had only been able 
to reveal “a small part of the 
ongoing genodde in Iran.” 

“The magnitude of the rep- 
ression prevailing in Iran pre- 
vents access to direct informa- 
tion on the countless crimes of 
the ruling regime,” the coun- 
cil’s leader Massoud Rajavi, 
declared in a statement deli- 
vered to news offices in 
Geneva. 

The U.N. report cited a 
French inquiry into the murder 
of former Iranian Prime Minis- 
ter Shah pour Bakhtiar in Paris 
and other unsolved murders of 
Iranian exiles in Europe. 


S* soldiers shoot 2 Somalis 


EL*, soldi 

(Agencies) — 
soldiers shot two 
SWbffli gunmen, apparently 
kiteitg^SP ftFast one of them, 
dilfwg itepifirate incidents at the 
mutangaiftfte the new port in 
PwnigwfeisfEd, a U.S. army 
spokesman said Friday. 

Colonel Steve Rausch said 
as. Am e rican sentry fired one 
round Friday afternoon, 
apparently^ killing a Somali 
ir^Tgtg-jlieavy machinegup. 
mounted lriThe back of a pick- 
up truck. 

- He saids the pickup sped 
away . berffiat the gunman was 
harajotirchead and apparently 
Irijrtqd'iieBeoSomali did not fire 
eddhosfjjnerican was. injured. 

tnight. another 
/j^rj£jB|i£entry at the port 
fired a single round at a Somali 
who aimed a rifle at the check- 
point frSffiSs back of a pickup 
the gunman was 
h?* BFrE&Mfest and the pickup 
was not known if 
killed. 

"za cr s e ntr y post later came 


under light sniper fire, but no 
one was injured and the sen- 
tries did not return fine. Rausch 
said. 

Under the rules of engage- 


ment. the soldiers may fire at 
anyone who directly threatens 


anyone who directly threatens 
them with small arms or at 
anyone manning a heavy or 
crew-served weapon. 

Col. Rausch said the sentries 
in both incidents reacted prop- 
erly under those rules. ^ **, 


U.S. military official were 
still investigating the cause of 
the crash. 

A court martial was shown 
pictures Friday of a Canadian 
soldier holding a pistol at the 
head of a blindfolded, trussed 
and bloodied Somali teenager. 

A second picture showed the 
same teenager with the end of 
a metre-long riot baton jam- 
med into his mouth. 


Just hours after the pictures 


U.S. . helicopter crashes 

A' United States navy heli- 
copter has crashed into the sea, 
16 kilometres off the coast of 
Somalia, a U.S. military 
spokesman said here Saturday. 

The military spokesman said 
that all the four crew members 
on board the helicopter 
escaped injury in Friday’s 
crash and had since been res- 


cued by a motorboat sent in by 
the U.S. military and returned 


to the U.S. aircraft carrier 
Ichon. 


were taken, by Canadian sol- 
diers, the Somali youth was 
found- dead, in Canadian cus- 
tody. 

The court-martial was told 
that the camera belonged to 
private Elvin Kyle Brown, 25, 
who is charged with the second 
degree murder and torture of 
Shidane Arone. 16, on the 
night of March 16, 1993. in the 
Canadian forces' compound in 
Belet Huen. 

Two other soldiers are shown 
in the photographs but their 
identities cannot be revealed 
by court order. 


gencies appeal for help for Sudan 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Five 
British said” agencies have 
appedledr- for urgent interna- 
tiotrcibhnlp for [Tie people of 
southern Sudan to avert what 
thqj^safc- is "an impending 
caisssj^^e.'’ 

Vwj&spFead drought as well 
as Afcn* 5 *d fighting” in the 11- 
y c arrt^SiKfanese civil war “is 
pusqtqg’*l 5 !jS. of thousands of 
people into starvation," the 
groups, g^jd.Jn a statement. 


“Children. Oxfam 
other groups called 


□n<lJjirqc. n other groups called 
on n ^v£rnntents io increase 
theiiTaiq-Vo Operation Lifeline 
Su'&i^tf U.N.-led consortium 
of agencies, and the 

Su&Sv Sfrergency Operations 
Consortium, which groups 
chiimt- affiliated programmes. 

TTtcV 'rilstf called on the In- 
ter’t&iwftl Community to step 
up^iiptAnaiic efforts to secure 
pcrfSS-S- rir at least to ensure 


creation of demilitarised zones, 
to allow delivery of humanita- 
rian aid. 

The other groups joining in 
the appeal were the Catholic 
Fund tor Overseas Develop- 
ment (CAFOD). Christian Aid 
and World Vision-UK. 

The war pits the north 
against the south. 

Southern Sudan has been in 
rebellion for much of the coun- 
try's 38 years of independence. 
The current insurrection began 
11 years ago this spring, and 
fighting and famine are esti- 
mated to have killed more than 
one million people. 

The United Nations says 


some two million people are in 
need of emergency rood and 


medical care this year because 
of the war and drought. 
Thousands of southerners re- 


portedly have fled refugee 
camps to escape renewed fight- 


ing, hindering efforts to help 
them, aid workers say. 

Ethiopia denied Friday that 
Sudanese troops were massing 
inside its borders to attack 
rebels in south Sudan. 

Ethiopia's embassy in the 
Kenyan capital Nairobi said 
the reports, which aid workers 
in the region say have come 
from fleeing refugees, had “no 
basis whatsoever.” 

“Ethiopia will never ever 
allow... its territory to be used 
by parties to conflicts and this 
applies equally both to govern- 
ments ana oppositions,” it said 
in a statement. 

Several aid organisations 
have reported Sudanese re- 
fugees returning to Sudan and 
saying they were fleeing an 
expected thrust by Khartoum 
government forces from 
Ethiopia on rebel bases just 
across the border. 
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LONG TREK: Some of tbe 30,000 displaced are not hit by bombing from 
southern Sudanese walking 100 kilometres to military operations in tbe south 
Anguwa camp in Maridi on Friday. They move member of the armed Sudanese I 
in groups of 6,000 and start their walk about 4 tion Army mjtttiainen protecting 
p.m., continuing long into tbe night so that they photo) 


photo) 


Lebanon’s 

railroad 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


to make a 


U.S. and Turkey discuss Bosnian crisis 


comeback 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanon 
has asked a French company to 
study plans to revive and ex- 
pand the national railroad, in 
its latest drive to rebuild the 
war-shattered country. 

The project, which will cost 
$500 million, was unveiled this 
week at a press conference by 
the chairman of the Soriete 
Francaise d’Etudes et de 
Realisations Ferro viaires (Sof- 
rerail), Paal Monserie. 


ISTANBUL (R) — U.S. President Bill Clinton and Turkish 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller held a half hour phone conversa- 
tion on the Bosnian war on Friday, the semi-official Anatolia 
news agency reported. Quoting the prime minister's press 
office. Anatolia said Mr. Clinton called Ms. Ciller to discuss 
NATO efforts to end the Serb siege of Sarajevo. NATO has 
threatened air strikes against Bosnian Serbs if they da not 
withdraw their heavy guns around the city by Sunday. Ms. 
Ciller told reporters after the talk that she and Mr. Clinton 
were hopeful about the developments in Bosnia after a NATO 
ultimatum. Anatolia also said the U.S. president had sent Ms. 
Ciller a letter, praising her trip to Bosnia earlier this month 
with Pakistan's Prime Minister Benzair Bhutto. 


UAE in blood drive against AIDS 


A two-day railroad covering 
0 kilometres of tracks will 


170 kilometres of tracks will 
link the southern port of Tyre 
to the northern city of Tripoli 
on the Mediterranean Sea 
while a single railway will link 
Tripoli to the Syrian border 
further north. 


Construction is expected to 
get underway in June and it is 
to be completed in 1996, 
according to Rabih Ammash, 
chairman of the Lebanese rail- 
roads office. 

International firms will be 


invited to apply for tenders 
over the next four months, he 


told AFP. 

Trains will travel at 120 
kilometres per hour and there 
will be 20 stops along the way, 
12 stations as well as several 
bridges. 

"Lebanon is the first country 
in the Middle East to have 
thought of building a regional 
railroad," Mr. Monserie said 
on Thursday. 

"The project is aimed at 


easing traffic congestion in the 
capital (Beirut) and its sub- 
urbs... as well as creating links 


with markets in Syria and the 
hinterland," Transport Minis- 
ter Omar Meskawi said. 

Lebanon is hoping to restore 
its status as the financial capital 
of the Middle East as it pre- 
pares for an era of peace in the 
region. 

French engineers built the 
first railroad in Lebanon dur- 
ing Ottoman rule here in 1892. 
The network was modernised 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
has mounted a drive to maintain selfrsufficiency in blood as 
part of measures to prevent the spread of AIDS, an official 
report said on Friday. The drive includes seminars and 
booklets on the benefits of blood donation and the dangers of 
the acquired immunity deficiency syndrome, which has 
affected more than 1.000 people in the emirates. “Last year, 
four awareness campaigns were organised, including one for 
women, to encourage people to donate blood.” the report 
quoted Amin Amiri, director of UAE blood banks, as saying. 
As a result, the number of donors sharply increased and 
donated blood rose by more than 10 per cent to around 20.000 
units, he said. “Indians topped the list of donors in recent 
years, followed by Syrians. Jordanians. Sudanese. Egyptians. 
Palestinians. Britons and Filipinos." He said tests for donors 
showed a few Arabs carried the AIDS virus while blood bank 
records showed no donors frpm, r what.-,he /tailed-. AIDS^t: 
countries in Africa. People from 64 countries donated in 1993. 

. he-added.. ^ 


Israel to consider peacekeeping operations 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) — Israel is working out plans to 
join in peacekeeping operations. Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin said Friday after meeting with U.N. 
Security General Boutros Ghali. A team of Israeli officials is 
to meet at U.N. headquarters here next week to discuss the 
plans, which include sending a medical team to Africa, 
according to an Israeli spokesman. Mr. Beilin and Dr. Ghali 
also discussed the Mideast peace process during their talks, 
which U.N. spokesman Ahmad Fawzi characterised as “very 
cordial.” noting that the two officials were long-time friends. 
Relations between the world body and Israel have wanned in 
recent years, especially since the signing of a peace agreement 
with the Palestinians in September. 


Lebanon jails 3 for importing Israeli salt 


and expanded during the 1920- 


BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese military court jailed two 
Lebanese and a Greek for breaking a boycott of Israeli goods 
by smuggling Israeli salt into the country, the official news 
agency said. The national news agency said a Lebanese and a 
Greek were sentenced on Friday to three years of hard labour 
and penalised four million Lebanese pounds ($2.35(1) each. A 
third Lebanese man convicted in the case was jailed for one 
year, the agency said. 


1943 French mandate. 


The original railroad linked 
Beirut to Damascus and the 
Syrian town of Homs and was 
known as the Hijaz line. 

In 1961 Lebanon set up the 
national office of railroads, but 
it proved short-lived as the 
Lebanese preferred moving 
goods and people by cars. 

The war which broke out in 
1975 buried the railroad: 
Tracks were destroyed in the 
factional fighting or tom up 
and sold by the religious and 
secular militias which ruled the 
country. 


Tunisia says BBC reporter quoted Islamists 


TUNIS (R) — Tunisia said on Friday it had ordered the 
expulsion of a British radio correspondent because he gave too 
much emphasis to the views of Muslim militants. British 
Broadcasting Corporation reporter Alfred Hermida's 
press accreditation was revoked because "he gave great place, 
in his reports, to defamatory and baseless rumours spread 
from abroad by... fugitive terrorists belonging to the fun- 
damentalist sphere." the Tunisian government said in a 
statement. Officials said they had given Mr. Hermida a week 
to leave ihe country. The BBC said in a statement in London 
on Wednesday it had issued a strong protest to the Tunisian 
authorities over a decision on Saturday to expel Mr. Hermida. 
saying no reason had been given. 
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Armenian CathnSe Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
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It will be sunny and warm with 
southeasterly moderate winds. In 
Aqaha. winds will be northerly moder- 
ate and seas calm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Wahab Awad 84607U 

Dr. Bassim Qaddumi 648633 

Dr. Fakhri Tavdi HX5880 

Dr Salman Al Daboubi 776751 

firas pharmacy .661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 63673U 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637646 

Nairoujh pharmacy' 623672 

Najib pharmaev X47632 


St. -Joseph! Church Td. 624590. 
Cliypf!), ft' .Uie Annunciation Tci. 


0374^1, . ' 

Dt il Salle .Church Tci 641757 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 4 •' 19 

Aqaha 10/26 

Deserts Zero <19 

Jordan Valley 12 < 24 
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Dr. Ali Al Shuqain 

Alquds pharmacy 
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Dta Salle .Church Tci 64175, . 

Tctftoanfcli-thurcb Tel: Yesterday s high temperatures: Am- 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Ghassan Al Faqih 

Khalifch pharmacy 


906130 

985417 


Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence E me rgency .199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade... 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 8434112 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints... 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7X7111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Cilb 111(030 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 62310! 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 6*1101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan T741 1 1 

Water Authority 6M1I0U 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 63*381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 


Queen Alb InU. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kholidt Maternity, J. Amn ... 64428IA) 
Akilch Maternity. J. Arid.... 642441/2' 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital ......... *67227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164* 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 891611/15 

Queen Aha Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)9t»560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al HiLma Modem Hospiul fW)WW90 

QUID: 

P rinc e s. Buana Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Ca bote Hospital (CCJ27Z275 

Ibn A! Nafccs Hospital ((C]247lt» 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


QUEEN AU A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This information is supplied hy Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5. where h 
should always he verified. 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


•5:15 Bangkok (RJ) 

MAO Aqaba (RJ) 

•W» Jeddah (RJ) 

99-JS Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

WfcOO Beirut (RJ) 

10*0 Lamaca. Damascus (RJ) 

HK20 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

16:45 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

16:55 Cairo (RJ) 

17:25 Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

17:55 London (RJ) 

18:00 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

18:35 Athens (RJ) 
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Ankara refuses Eur 



observers for elections 


ANKARA (AFP) — Turkish 
parliamentary speaker 
Husamettm Cindoruk on. Fri- 
day rejected a European par- 
liament request to send obser- 
vers to oversee local elections 
next month. 

In a letter to European Par- 
liament Speaker Egon- 
Klepsch, Mr. Cindoruk said 
the 450-seat single chamber 
Turkish parliament was "dis- 
appointed” at the recent Euro- 
pean initiative. 

The pro-Kurd Democracy 
Party (DEP) has been leading 
a vigorous campaign among 
various European bodies to get 
a team of observers sent to 
oversee the municipal elections 
on March 27. 

The DEP. which holds 17 
seats in tbe Turkish parlia- 
ment, has expressed doubts 
that the elections will be run 
democratically and has urged 
observers to be sent, especially 
to the southeast mainly-Kurd 
region of Anatolia. 

But in his letter Mr. Cindor- 
uk argued: “This resolution 
(by the European Parliament) 
is a dear discrimination be- 
tween different regions in Tur- 
key... and ignores the maturity 
of the democratic process in 
Turkey. 

“There is no logical reason 
to justify the presence of fore- 
ign observers in order to en- 
sure fair and free local elec- 
tions. 

"The European Parliament- 
gives the impression of having 
Been badly directed by certain 
foreign elements in conjunc- 


committee recommended that 
four deputies be stripped 0 f 
their immunity from prosecu- 
tion, removing a hurtfle .fijj- 
their trial in two separate 
cases. ;• . v 

Three are Kurds accused^ 
a state security court of makog 


The fourth is accused of insult- 
ing the founder of secular Tur- 
key Mustafa Kemal Atatufk. 


A parliamentary officiaTsiikl 
on Friday the decision was 


tion with terrorist organisa- 
tions,” he wrote. ■. 

But he added that any fore- 
igner was free to visit the coun- 
try as a tourist during the elec- 
tions. without any "status as an 
observer or scrutineer." 

A similar request by the 
DEP to the Conference on 


Security and Cooperation in 
Europe was turned down, the 
CSCE believing that only gov- 


ernments were capable of 
organising a team of observers. 


Vote for removing immunity 

A Turkish parliamentary 


taken on Thursday by .a joipt 
session of the consti tutkm anfr 
internal affairs committees. 

A vote by the 450-seat- par- 
liament is needed to remove 
the immunity of DEP deputies 
Leyla Zana, Orhan Doran and 
M ahm ut Alinak and Welfare 
Party (RP) Deputy Hasan 
Mezarci. It was not im- 
mediately known when the 
matter would be discussed oa 
the parliament floor. - . 

A state security court is 
seeking to try Ms. Zana, Mr. 
Dogan and Mr. Afinak *ou 
charges of making separatist 

propaganda. 

Mr. Alinak, deputy fbn the 
mainly- Kurdish Sirnak pro- 
vince, said he could get a two- 
year jail term if tried and found 
guilty. 

“Most of the Simak people 
don't speak Turkish. T asked, 
them how they were, in Kur- 
dish,” he tola the Anatolia 
news agency. 

DEP charges that an official 
campaign of harassment and 
intimidation is directed at its 
officials and candidates ahead 
of the municipal polls .on 
March 27. 

More than 10,800 people 
have died in Turkey since 1984 
when the separatist Kun&b 
Labour Party (PKK) began to 
fight for Kurdish independence 
in southeast Turkey. 

An Ankara court has. ac- 
cused Mr. Mezaxd of ibe off- 
ence of insulting AtatnrkV foe 
leader who founded secul&r- 
Turkey from the ruins of the 
religion-based Ottoman 
empire. 


Suicide of mysterious American 
tourist questioned by friends 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
newspapers reported Friday 
T-that‘.*m American woman, 
whose body was-found near a 
^dolphinarium in Tel Aviv, was 
an expert iii combating terror- 
ism and may not have commit- 
ted suicide. 

Jennifer Trehame May, 54, 
was volunteering for “Let 
Animals Live" association pro- 
testing the treatment of show 
dolphins when she disappeared 
on the day she was to return to 
the United States. She was 
found hanged from a fence on 
the beach the next morning, 
Feb. 8. 


with Israeli security firms. But 
when that fell through she 

if - *4 1 ■ ^ » 


found 'her self at the gales' 
where she befriended members 
of "Let Animals Live” 'tfhbs 


Were impressed with her know- 
ledge of animals. 


ledge of animals. 

She reportedly gained her' 
knowledge of dolphins white 


training them to find downed 
pilots for the U.S. Navy in the 
1960's, Yediot and Maariv re- 
ported. 

When she died the assoda-' 
tion released an announcement 
that her heart was broken over 
the plight of the dolphins, who 
they claimed were being 
starved, Yediot said. 

But her friends here with 
whom she lived for four 
months do not believe she k3- 
led herself. 

“After Jennifer died I spoke 
with her daughter (in Texas) 
and she told me she received a 
letter from her that was written 
on the night she died but that 
there was no hint of suicide in 
it,” Beni Schlezinger, the head 
of “Let Animals Live,” told 
Maariv. 


Police spokesman Arik Bar- 
Hen told the Associated Press 
that foul play had been ruled 
out and police believe she com- 
mitted suicide. He would not 
give her hometown. 

But reports in Israeli news- 


papers say she was from 
Washington D.C.. Others say 
she lived in Texas and ran a 
security agency specialising in 
fighting tenor called May day. 


Digging into her past, the 
daily Yediot Ahronoi found a 
discreet woman who was an 
expert in anti-tenor tactics and 
self-defence. She had many 
friends in the government and 


On the last day of her . life 


Israel's security service, the 
newspaper said. 


newspaper said. 

“I met her four years ago 
when I was the prime minis- 
ter's adviser on tenorism,” 
said Yigal Carmon. “I realised 
I was dealing with a pro-Israeli 
woman who, according to her, 
was an adviser on combating 
terror,” the daily Maariv 
quoted him as saying. 

Ms. May arrived in Israel 
last October to make deals 


senior member of Israel's in- 
ternal security service. It was 
addressed to “H the Israeli 
security agent” whom She 
knew m Washington, Hadar 
told Yediot. 

After she died he turned it 
over to police. In it were jewel- 
lery, personal effects and a 
letter stipulating that her 
organs be donated and body 
burned in case of sudden 
death. 
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Tourism officials to head for Italy Jordan, Egypt start talks to increase trade volume • 

. a u /n.d i * r- * * 


^MMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Tourism and Antiquities 
Mohammad Adwan is due to 
pay an official visit to Italy today at 
He bead of a Jordanian delegation, 
according to recent announce- 
ment. The visit came at the invita- 
tioo of the Iialian government. 

Dr. Adnan who wifi be 
accompanied on the visit by 
representatives of various tour- 
ism organisations and ministry 
officials, is expected to hold 
talks with government officials 
on promoring bilateral coop- 
eration in tourism, training of 
Jordanian cadres employed m 
the industry and in matters 
related to archaeology and 
archaeological excavations in 
the Kingdom, the announce- 
ment said. 

Also, prospects for increas- 
ing the volume of Italian gov- 
ernment technical assistance to 
Jordan in tourism-related 
fields and in financing the 
school of mosaics in Madaba 
and the restoration of the 
ancient sites of Jerash, will be 
discussed, the announcement 
added. 



Mohammad Adwan 

During the visit. Dr. Adwan 
vnll formally open the Jorda- 
nian pavilion at the Interna- 
tional Tourism Expo to open in 
Milan on Feb. 23. 

Royal Jordanian the 
national air ■ carrier, wtn repre . 
sent Jordan at the event with 
displays and activities aimed ai 
orienting visitors to the expo 


on the Kingdom's tourist 
attractions. 

RJ is cooperating in the re- 
gard with the Ministry of Tour- 
ism and Antiquities as well as 
with various tourism organisa- 
tions and the Jordanian Popu- 
lar Committee for Promoting 
Tourism in Jordan (JPCPTJ). 

RJ said it plans to distribute 
brochures about Jordan in Ita- 
lian and win hold slide and 
documentary film shows de- 
picting the main touristic fea- 
tures in the Kingdom. 

The airline started operating 
flights between Amman and 
Rome in 1965. Italy is consi- 
dered one of the main Euro- 
pean countries to organise 
tourist group trips to the King- 
dom, RJ said in a statement. 

Tayseer Amman, the presi- 
dent of the Popular Committee 
for Promoting Tourism in Jor- 
dan, is expected to leave Sun- 
day for Milan to attend the 
four-day expo. 

He said that he would deliv- 
er lectures about Jordan’s main 
touristic attractions and 
archaeological sites. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


King confers medal on Korean envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Saturday conferred AJ Istiqlal Medal of the First 
Order on outgoing South Korean Ambassador to 
Jordan Hahn-Choon Lee on the occasion of the 
end of his tour of duty in the Kingdom. The 
Korean envoy was presented with the medal by 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Tala! Al 
Hassan at an iftar banquet held in Mr. Lee’s 
honour (see related story). 

Queen to attend tree planting event 

AMMAN (Petra) — A tree-planting ceremony, 
to be attended by Her Majesty Queen Noor, will 
be held at the Queen Noor Forest on Yajouz 
Road Monday. School students and representa- 
tives of various organisations will take part in the 
greening ceremony. 

Cabinet approves draft courts 
inspection rule 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Saturday 
improved the final draft of a regulation on courts 
inspection. Also Suturday. Prime Minister Abdul 
Sdam Majali issued an official communique 
requesting ministries and government depart- 
oeats to supply the Foreign Ministry with the 
minutes of deliberations and meetings held dur- 
ing visits by foreign ambassadors and official 
delegations. The decision aims to document these 
meetings and follow up the implementation of 
decisions taken at them, said the communique. 

Minister meets with U.S. fodder 
official 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Supply Radhi 
Ibrahim Saturday received the chairman of the 
American Fodder Board and reviewed with him 


Jordanian-U.S. relations, particularly Jordan's 
imports of U.S. fodder. Mr. Ibrahim underlined 
to in'* American visitor the need for the U.S. to 
continue its exports of animal feed to Jordan in 
accordance with rhi required specifications and 
standards. He said fodder quantities consumed in 
Jordan have been on the rise in view of the 
increase in Jordan’s livestock and the demand for 
meat. 

Vocational training department 
to review problems 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Vocational Training 
Department at the Ministry of Education 
Wednesday will start a series of meetings by 
directors of vocational schools in Jordan to 
discuss issues impeding the implementation of 
vocational training programmes, according to 
department director Ali Nasrallah. He said that 
among the topics to be discussed is raising the 
efficiency and skill of instructors and the mainte- 
nance of equipment and machinery used in the 
vocational training centres. 

NAF gives needy JD 14,615 In ’93 

JERASH (Petra) — The National Aid Fund 
(NAF), m the Jerash district gave JD 14,615 to 
477 needy families in monthly pay last- year; 
according to department director Shakran Al 
Kayed. The NAP also allocated JD 68,238 to 
finance the rehabilitation of 69 families through 
income generating projects. 

Abstract art exhibit opens 

IRBID (Petra) — Yarmouk University President 
Marwan Kamal Saturday opened a plastic art 
exhibition by Jordanian artist Khalil Al Kofahi at 
the university’s Massiya Hall. The five-day ex- 
hibition includes 29 abstract paintings depicting 
Jordanian heritage and natural sites. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
experts comprising the minis- 
tries of trade and industry in 
Jordan and Egypt Saturday 
opened u two-day meeting m 
Amman to discuss prospects 
for increasing the volume of 
trade between their countries 
in implementation of bilateral 
trade agreements. 

Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry' 
Marwan Awad who led the 
Jordanian side to the meet- 
ing. told the Jordan Times that 
talks are expected to culminate 
with (he signing of a new pro- 
toad for the implementation of 
the 1992 Egyptian- Jordanian 
Trade Agreement. 

The executive protocol, he 
said, is aimed at boosting trade 
exchanges in line with objec- 
tives set by the Higher 
Jordanian-Egvptian Joint 
Committee. 

According to Mr. Awad. the 
results of the current meeting 


CULINARY EXCELL- 
ENCE: Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) Catering Division won 
the Bronze Medal In the In- 
ternational Flight Catering 
Association (IFCA) 1993 com- 
petition involving 50 interna- 
tional airlines. RJ Assistant 
Vice-President for Catering 
Yousef Qadri received the 
1993 Mercury Award on be- 
half of the airline ala special 
ceremony held in Geneva. 
The competition was held in 
late January and winners of 
Che various awards were 
announced on Feb. 11. The 
national air carrier’s catering 
division produces more than 
8,000 meals dally during the 
summer and 4,000 during 
winter, providing catering 
sendees to passe ng ers on RJ 
(fights In addition to flights 
operated by 17 Arab and fore- 
ign airlines out of Amman. RJ 
won a similar medal during 
an International competition 
held in New York last year. 


will be submitted to minuter 
Rima Khalaf and her Egyptian 
counterpart Mohammad 
Mahmoud Mohammad at their 
meeting in Amman on Tues- 
day. 

Mr. Awad and the leader of 
the Egyptian team. FaJchred- 
din Abut I zz. underlined the 
need to promote economic and 
trade cooperation. 

According to Mr. Awad. the 
outcome of the expert* meet- 
ing. together with the minis- 
ter's meeting on Tuesday, will 
be on the agenda of the higher 
joint commirtee meeting sche- 
duled for March 19. 

Mr. Awad said that in 1W3 
Egypt sold Jordan JD 35 mil- 
lion worth of national products 
and imported JD 5 million 
worhl of Jordanian goods. 

He said that the new pro- 
tocol is designed to increase 
goods exchanges in a bid to 
adjust the balance of trade. 
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Experts from the ministries of trade and industry of Jordan and Egypt Saturday 
meet in Amman (Petra photo) 



318 housing units 
planned for Salt 


AMMAN (Petra) — A local 
firm Saturday signed a contract 
with the Housing and Urban 
Development Department 
(HUDD) to build the infras- 
tructure for a housing estate in 
Salt. 

The JD 800.000 contract 
stipulates that the firm will 
prepare the foundations for the 
construction of 318 housing un- 
its on a 130 dunum plot in the 
western part of the city. 

The plots to be offered to 
limited and low-income groups 
range between 150 to 400 
square metres. 

The project, which will take 
one year to implement and 
include health and community 
centres and will be supplied by 
basic services and networks for 
sewerage, electricity, water 
and telephone in addition to 
retaining walls, public gardens 
and squares. 


The contract was signed by 
HUDD Director General 
Yousef Hiyasat and the mana- 
ger of the local firm 

In another development. 
Mr. Hiyasat Saturday 
announced that he Arab minis- 
ters of housing council will 
present an award to she best 
housing projects to ; be im- 
plemented in 1994. 

He said thar the council has 
stipulated that the projects 
submitted as entries^ to- the 
competition most depict Ara- 
bic and Islamic ' style 
architecture. 

Arab governments '-and 
housing corporations us well as 
private firms and ir.iisi vidua Is 
can compete for the award 
which will be in the f<,*rm of a 
medal and a merit ori.H certifi- 
cate, said Mr. Hiyasat; noting 
chat the deadline for applica- 
tions is Julv. i 


Yarmouk president meets with dialogue club 


IRBID (Petra) — Yarmouk University President Marwan 
Kamal Saturday met with members of the Administrative 
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Kama! stressed at the meeting that the university encourages 
organising democratic dialogues and discussions among its 
students as well as between students and the university 
administration. The university president emphasised the im- 
portance of the club’s role in enhancing understanding 
between students. The university, he said, will support the 
activities of the dub to achieve the learning institution's 
educational goals. 


Tomato processing plant to go up in Mafraq 


AMMAN (Petra) — A pri- 
vate Jordanian firm has be- 
gun preparations for the 
establishment of a JD 6 mil- 
lion tomato processing plant 
in Mafraq Govemoratc. 

Project Director Thabet 
Jaradat said the factory, the 
first such private firm in the 
Kingdom, will be im- 
plemented by mid-July by an 
Italian company. 

The plant will be built on 


500 dunums at the Sabha area 
and be ready to process this 
summer’s tomato harvest sur- 
plus, said Mr. Jaradat. 

He said the Ministry of 
Agriculture has drilled an 
artesian well on the site to 
provide the required amounts 
of water; in exchange the 
plant will provide the minis- 
try with treated waste water 
for local irrigation purposes 
and the residue product or 


pulp for animal teed. 

Jordan has two other 
government-run tomato-pro- 
cessing plants in the Ghor 

Safi region in the south and in 
Al Arda in the Jordan Val- 
ley. 

Mafraq Governorate far- 
mers have repeatedly dema n- 
ded that a plant be set up in 
their region to make use of 
the surplus tomato, harvest. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Photo exhibition by artist Latifa Yousef at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

* Exhibition of medical herbs at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

<r Art exhibition by Jordanian artists at the Royal Cultural Centre 

(7:00 p-m. -midnight). 

* Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre (7:00 p.m.- 
midfught). 

* Book exhibition at the Jordan Women University. 

* Wood carving exhibition by artist Samer Ousama at the French 
Cahural Centre. 

* Art and photo exhibition by several Arab artists at the Balqa 
Art Gallery in Fuheis (Tel. 720902 J. 

* Exhibition by Lebanese artist Hussein Madi at Darat Al Funun 
of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation. Abo showing the 
"‘permanent** exhibition of 54 Arab contemporary artists. (Tel. 
64325 L/2) 

* Art exhibition by several Iraqi and Jordanian artists at Orfali 
Art Gallery (Tel- 826932). 

DRAMA 

& Drama in Arabic entitled **Hamlet Crucified Again” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


4 wounded in Egypt train attack 

(Continued from page 1) Three foreigners have been 

• killed and 22 injured in attacks 
The Gamaa did not im- sj ncc October 1992 and the 
roediaiely claim 'responsibility, effect on the tourist industry 
but local rfolice said the attack has been devastating. The 
bore the -hallmarks of an op- country lost up to SI billion m 
eration by the militants, who 1993 because of the bad public- 
bave repeatedly warned tour- ity. 
sts and foreign investors to Security forces se 
leave the country for their own armoured cars to the scene oi 
safety. the attack, near the village of 

It was the third attack on Bqour. 330 kilometres south of 

foreigners in a week but the Cairo, and were combing me 

first this year in which fore- area for the gunmen, 
ignera have been injured. The Egyptian government 

The militants have previous- says it is winning t e 
»y opened fire on tour buses against the 
and Nile cruisers but the attack not been able to stop it 

on Saturday morning was ihe rying out a succession of most- 
first on a train frequented by ly small operations. 


Outgoing Korean envoy reflects on his Jordan experience 


Bu lea Wahbeta 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Republic of 
Korea, is a country that in 
some way can be considered 
as being similar to Jordan: 
tbe same excellent quality of 
, human resources and limited 
natural resources. 

Such is one description Ko- 
rean Ambassador to Jordan 
Hahn-Choon Lee gave his 
country in an interview at the 
end of his tour of duty in the 
Kingdom. 

South Korea, for a year 
now under the civilian admi- 
nistration of President Kim 
Young Sam (after 32 years of 
military rule), is a fast- 
deveioping and prospering 
country whose industrial and 
economic growth make it an 
almost developed nation. 

This and the vast experi- 
ence of the diplomat who 
prides himself with being of 
"the King’s (Hussein) age” 
made the soft-spoken, easy- 
smilling ambassador volun- 
teer some advice that would 
help Jordan develop its eco- 
nomy. 

“We also relied on foreign 
capital. We put peat effort to 
invite foreign investors to 
compensate for the lack of 
capital. To attract them we 
provided industrial estates, 
infrastructure and (had) 
strong promotional activity. 
Now we achieved a good 
degree of economic develop- 
ment," said Mr. Lee who 
- mentioned that he arrived in 
Jordan during the “difficult 
circumstances following the 
Gulf war” and saw it over- 
come most of these difficul- 
ties. 

“But not enough is done 
there where you have so 
much potential, *' added the 
ambassador referring to the 
tourism industry that could, 
in his view, become a major 
source of capital income. 

“Jordan has a very good 
potential for tourism. I found 
such rich historical and 


archaeological resources, but 
frankly speaking, I don't 
think you have invested 
enough to attract foreign 
tourists." 

Obviously a pet idea of Mr. 
Lee’s that could help the 
Kingdom prosper, he ge- 
nuinely seems to care about 
the prospect of a strong tour- 
ism industry promoted worl- 
dwide and bilaterally. 

“Because of lack of re- 
sources we adopted an out- 
wards oriented strategy. We 
put emphasis on developing 
export-oriented industries. 
We had no capital, no raw 
materials; we imported raw 
material and parts and manu- 
factured, assembled and sold. 
It also increased employ- 
ment." said Mr. Lee. 

"Jordan should put more 
emphasis on promoting the 
touristic sites. Tourism is be- 
neficial to people. And you 
do not need many other re- 
sources.” he said, adding that 
Korea could be a good mar- 
ket as Korean Christians are 
interested in this area, in the 
holy places. 

Proof is that Korean Air- 
lines had extended its route 
to Cairo as many visitors are 
interested and, according to 
the ambassador, it is a boom- 
ing industry. 

“If you have enough prom- 
otional creatively, you can 
attract people to such rare or 
unique places as the Dead 
Sea. the Ma'in spa or Wadi 
Rum. More investment in 
those touristic facilities and 
more promotion in a poten- 
tial tourist market, like 
Korea for example, are 
needed.” said Mr. Lee. 

At his first posting in the 
area. Mr. Lee seems to have 
developed a real liking for 
the country and the people. If 
when he first arrived here 
Jordan he found he "was 
having a difficult position.” 
the ambassador now shows 
surprise at (lie Kingdom's re- 
silience. 

“I was happy lo witness 


remarkable progress in eco- 
nomic stabilisation and 
democratisarion of domestic 
policies, not to forget the 
important Middle East peace 
process which started after I 
arrived here and which I 
spend most of my office 
hours following. I am looking 
forward to peace in this re~- 
gion.” 

Diplomatic relations with 
Korea started in 1962 and the 
Korean embassy in Jordan 
was opened in 1975. 
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Hahn-Choon Lee 

Cooperation has picked up 
and is multifaceted, covering 
trade, culture and education, 
tourism, economy and natu- 
ral resources exploration. 

Since 1977. aid to Jordan in 
the form of grants and soft 
loans has reached S6.89UJH]. 
It included commodities, wa- 
ter tanks and equipment for 
vocational training. 

In 1992. after' the Gulf 
War. Korea provided the* 
Kingdom with a 510 million 
soft loan. It is being used for 
the Wadi Seer waste water 
treatment plant where a local 
contractor was awarded the 
execution of the project and 
Korea provides technology 


and engineering consultancy. 

Since His Majesty King 
Hussein visited Korea in 19S3 
"our relations became closer 
and closer in many fields.” 
said Mr. Lee. 

The balance of trade, so far 
in favour of Korea, last year 
stood at $100 million, with 
Korea importing phosphate 
and potash and Jordan im- 
porting electronics, electric - 
apfiances and car tyres. 

One important project be- 
nefming Jordan is the pro- 



duction of consumer electro- 
nic goods for which the King- 
dom obtained the manufac- 
turing licence. Gold Star and 
Samsung are well-known 
trademarks in the Kingdom 
which "are doing very good 
business under technical 
cooperation with Korean 
companies. This promotes in- 
dustries in Jordan, helping it 
get high technology in elec- 
tronics while, ar the same 
time, increases employment 
and upgrades the standard of 
manufacturing capability .** 
according to the ambassador. 

The name that sounds a 
ring to man\ Jordanians. 
Hanbo, is a company with 


experience in the Kingdom 
where it has conducted sever- 
al large projects, especially in 
irrigation and dams. 

“Now they are executing 
an irrigation project in the 
Jordan Valley, which will 
contribute to increasing agri- 
cultural production.” said 
Mr. Lee. 

Hanbo is also interested in 
exploration of underground 
natural resources in Jordan, 
like oii and copper. But so far 
it has met with little success 
in this area. 

In culture and education. 
Korea signed a cooperation 
agreement with Jordan pro- 
viding for collaboration in 
academia, sports and tour- 
ism. 

Korean artists participated 
last year in the Jerash Festiv- 
al. instructors in tae kwan do 
have been sent to the King- 
dom. and sports equipment is 
sometimes donated. 

In the academic field, the 
ambassador and President of 
the University of Jordan 
Fawzi Gharaibch have work- 
ed towards organising sympo- 
sia and seminars "on many 
topics regarding our rela- 
tion." 

In 1992 the Korean govern- 
ment. in cooperation the 
University of Jordan Centre 
for Strategic Studies, invited 
five Jordanian professors to 
Hankuk University in Seoul 
for seminars. "It was very 
successful and well publicised 
in Korea." according to Mr. 
Lee. 

Jordan reciprocated by in- 
viting four Korean professors 
to the Kingdom late last year. 

There is also a Jordanian- 
Korean Friendship Associa- 
tion headed by Minister of 
Finance Sami Gummnh. It 
was preceded by a parliamen- 
tary friendship association in 
1991. but now. with both 
parliaments changed, "they 
hate to renew their rela- 
tionship.” 

Current!;. 10 Korean stu- 
dents studv Arabic at Jor- 


dan's public universities two . 
for the doctorate degree. 1 but 
only one Jordanian student 
studies in Seoul. : \ • 

"More contacts belween 
the two countries are needed 
to furher understand 'each 
other as so far. they fthe-.tivo 
peoples) are not quite 1 famil- 
iar with the other sice." said 
Mr. Lee. ; ’ 

"You have thousands : of 
years oi history Jordan 
needs promotion that can 
earn it valuable foreign ex- 
change to help the country 
accumulate capital.” ^dded 
the ambassador, referring 
again to tourism. 

Leaving Jordan • "wuh 
mixed feelings." the ambqsi 
sudor sad he was \atd to 
leave, hut glad to sqe !bis 
country after over six years 
abroad. 

"1 en toyed my tour-of-duty 
here. 1 am impressed by Hi’s 
Majesty's wisdom of'" liStd- 
ership." said Mr. Lev who 
said he was moved by the 
outpouring of love the Jorda- 
nians showed their 'K ; hg.V 
year ago. after he had re- 
turned from surgery abroad;;' 

”He is a man greatly love$ r 
and charismatic." 

As for the people, ihey ace!, 
"friendly, cooperative quite - 
liberal: they speak English so: 

I did not have difficuitv com- 
municating with them, and 
only advantages duopsj mv 
service." said the amh.isvi- 
dor. adding that he hoped ft", ‘ 
come back one day as a" visi- 
tor. it the chance prevents.. 

i I self. j . i_. 

"The weather i> beaiarfirl.- 
not my expectation . before 
o unma here wheie i \\u\ 
expecting heat, desert- bar- 
ren land. I had sjr.c^ ‘the’ 
chance In explain th.it Vulfu., 
is Jillcicni. " the vftataivci. 
dm. imbued with Asian \t ,v 
dont. said, imparting, io jlje 
Jnivluit Times .I 'Kyiva.i*. 
provetb that slioneihcn* hi? 
behei: "What you scc oiHx? i«! 
Kite i than what \,**j h„-.n ,i 
handled times." 
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A happy Yemen again 



^RECOGNITION of the pivotal role that His Majesty 
King Hussein has played to resolve the Yemeni crisis that 
erupted almost a year ago between Yemeni President Aii 
^jAbduUah Saleh and Vice President Ali Salem AI Beidh, 
“iand their respective constituencies, the Yemeni leaders 
i^vriBjibday sign, here in Amman, a reconciliation and 
' reform accord. The agreement is expected to end the 
political crisis that beleaguered that Arab country and 
: d£iet^ened to undermine its unity which was painsta- 
struck between the north and south in May of 

1990. 

After more than three hundred years of separation 
between the two parts of the one country, reunion was 
not an easy feat to accomplish. 

Yet the fact that President Saleh’s General People's 
Crihgress iGPC) and Vice President Beidh’s Yemeni 
Socialist Party (YSP) have refused to cut off the umbilical 
cord between their respective peoples inspite of the 

- formidable odds and continued to pursue national 
‘'reconciliation is vivid proof that the Yemeni unity is 
stronger and more durable than sceptics have bet oh. 

King Hussein was among the first Arab leaders to 
sense -the danger that was looming in the horizon in 
■ ^roeii, a country so dear to Jordanian hearts, and His 
,J Majesty spared no effort to come forward for the difficult 
job.’ But it was only natural for Jordan to step in since the 
jj stakes in the Yemeni crisis were indeed high for the rest 
? of : the Arab countries which still yearn for unity and 
salvation. Driven by the ideals of the Great Arab Revolt 
? and fearful of the implications of a national disaster in 
£jthe southern tip of the Arabian peninsula, the King 
. ; , -moved expeditiously and effectively to help resolve the 

- jcrisis jand then to assist in the tortuous healing process 
vthat lay ahead. 

‘-Other Arab leaders, most notably Sultan Qaboos of 
.. Oman, .were also invited to take part In today’s ceremony 
, jit recognition of their critical mediation efforts between 
the -two Yemeni sides. But, having said this, Jordanians 

- -wantto see credit go where it is due, just as much as they 
want to see responsibility for the future placed on the 

shoulders. First and foremost, the credit and 
responsibility most lie with the Yemeni leaders them- 
selves, for they are ultimately accountable to their people 
and history. Yemenis, in the north and south, want to see 
a consolidation of the reconciliation process on the 
ground, and appear willing to take active part in new 
> efforts aimed at ensuring for their country success and 
/c^prosperity. 


Democratic institutions thus become a necessary chan- 
•nekfor putting into effect any unity scheme. As contem- 
porary history, especially in the Arab World, reveals, 
’there are no shortcuts to lofty ideals and goals. 


The Yemeni experience has shown that forging unity is 
na Small achievement; it requires solid structures built on 
.Ihe foundation of democratic principles. We are sure that 
''.the . Yemeni leadership has drawn the right lessons from 
./!)& recent painful experiences and will take the Yemenis 
to -where they all want to be: united, proud and 
^itf^pcrous. Jordan can only derive strength from a 
1 Yemen that is as much happy now as it was in the old 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


— COMMENTING ON Sunday'* meeting in Amman by the 
Yemeni leaders who will sign a reconciliation document in 
Amman. AI Dustour daily said The document is expected to 
crown successful Jordanian mediation efforts which have 
-.^aimed-ut protecting unity between the two pans of Yemen. By 
■-.signing the document the Yemeni leaders are expressing their 
keenness on and their adherence to their unity forged in 1990. 
daily. Jordan's efforts, said the paper, continue to 
« seek solidarity among the Arabs amid continued attempts on 
..."the ipa.rt of the common enemies to ’further dismember the 
;~ATab:yation and lo render the Arabs weak in the face of the 
■,-chalitioges facing them. The Jordanian people who are firmly 
behind their Hashemite leadership in its quest to preserve 
.-.-^f.ab.usjity. call on the Yemeni brothers to put into force their 
. detejjni nation towards preserving the unity of their country 
and appeal to them to honour the provisions of this document 
- qfcd tq. protect Yemeni Arab interests and heritage and ihe 
aspiration of the Arab masses, said the paper. Jordanian 
Hupeopje.jhe paper added, seek no personal glory but strive to 
■ 0 Tend pff the onslaught of the forces of evil that work in the 
^"dark, a gainst the interests of the Arab Nation. If is hoped. 

added the paper, that the signing of the document in this holy 
.- ryiont^would further bolster the unity of Arab ranks in general 
* aiid^we of the Yemeni people in particular. 


i| L> ' ' Ull ■ 

^COLUMNIST in AI Dustour urged the health authorities to 
rai yg"the standard of medical services offered to the inhabi- 
tants of the remote areas of Jordan. Expanding and improving 
^he^ualirv of these services can partly he achieved through 
*' making available the required medication in sufficient 
amounts at all health centres and hospitals, said Mohammad 
Dapuo. There is no doubt that. the health centres are facing 
.jUKJfrii'srd demand for services, partly due to the return of 
. of expatriates to Jordan and partly due to the 

tner^ted number of patients who turn away from prixaie 
a result of the soaring cost of medical services, said 
n Ul€c iWiiter. He said the health ministry ought to conduct a 
geitpjal survey of the needs of patients in all governorates 
implementing the projected national health insurance 
^ip.lafi to ensure good level medical services for all. with special 
bstfiestis'n to the remote regions which still suffer from rather 
jepooDiOT vices. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


What are the Arabs and Israelis battling about? 


THE ECONOMIC aspect of any issue has the priority in the 
minds of ail decision makers of ihe world today. Peoples and 
states struggle and compere for their economic interests before 
and above ideological considerations. 

However, the Arab-Israeli conflict, the five Arah-Israeli 
wars waged during the last 45 years, and the current peace 
process are not fundamentally about economic issues. The 
objectives were always national and political in the first place. 

Israel, for example, especially during the Likud administra- 
tion turned down an American suggestion to remove the Arab 
boycott in return for rhe suspemion of Jewish settlement in the 
occupied territories. Israel also rejected $10 billion worth of 
American guarantees to finance housing for the Soviet Jews' 
immigrants if the condition was an undertaking not to build or 
expand settlements in the West Bank and Gaza. Israel simply 
did not give priority to economic considerations over its 
ideological claims .and expansionary designs. 

On the Arab side, there is no economic temptation that is 
good enough as a price for giving up sovereignty over 
Jerusalem. Gaza or Bethlehem. There is no Arab leader who 
is ready to sign a concession to Israel giving up political 
sovereignty for any price you can name. Likewise, not one 
Arab government dares to contemplate lifting Arab economic 
boycott or accepting normalisation of economic and trade 
relations before an acceptable political and national settle- 
ment to the Arab-Israeli conflict, even if such government 
found out that lifting the boycott is economically beneficial to 
its own country's economy. 

The conflict is not essentially over markets or economic 
benefits. It is over the land and sovereignty. The solution, 
therefore, may not come about through vague promises of 


economic prosperity and higher standards of living. The 
solution may come about by recovering national rights. Any 
political and or national concessions for economic rewards are 
so costly politically no Arab leader can make. 

This does not mean that the economic dimensions of the 
Arab-Israeli dispute or peace are not important, or that 
markets are irrelevent. On the contrary, these dimensions are 
obviously important, even crucial, but not decisive. They have 
no precedence over the national dimensions. 

Since the end of the cold war. we cannot find many disputes 
in the world which could not be resolved through exchanged 
economic concessions, but the so-called Middle East crisis is 
unique in this respect. The economic factors and consequences 
are very important but they take a second place and cannot 
by-pass national factors. 

Lifting the Arab boycott against Israel, whether the primary 
or the secondary one could not be negotiated by economists on 
pure economic grounds. It may be established that Arab 
economies may not be harmed by lifting the boycott, ft is not 
even ruled out that certain Arab economies may benefit from 
an atmosphere of normalisation of economic relations with 
Israel, especially in such sectors as tourism, transport and 
foreign investments. But all this is not in itself sufficient to 
make the move. 

The Arab economic boycott of Israel was not enforced since 
1951 as a measure of trade protection. It is simply meant to 
isolate Israel and punish the Israeli aggression and the 
occupation of Arab lands by force. The boycott can be lifted as 
soon as its justification disappear and when Israel agrees to 
withdraw from the occupied Arab territories and recognise the 
national rights of the Palestinian people. 


By Anton Ferreira 
Reuter 


JOHANNESBURG — In less 
than three months the African 
National Congress (ANQ will 
almost certainly have to put 
aside rebellion to become the 
South African establishment. 
There are doubts over how 
smoothly it will make the 
change. 

ANC leader Nelson Mande- 
la has expressed concern at 
how the Liberation Move- 
ment, most of its experience in 
military or economic sabotage, 
will cope with the responsibili- 
ties of government. 

*]We are the product of the 
resistance movement in which 
our task was to oppose every- 
thing the government said,” 
Mr. Mandela told white 
businessmen on a vote catching 
tour. 

“Now we are required to be 
up-front in addressing the 
problems of South Africa. But 
we are still suffering from this 
background of ours, some- 
times opposing what the gov- 
ernment says even if it is in the 
interests of the whole 
country." 

The main problems the 
ANC will face if it takes power 
in elections at the end of April 
— it is expected to with about 
two-thirds of the vote — are 
quelling township violence, 
achieving economic growth 
and satisfying the expectations 
of its followers in impoverished 
shantytowns. 

Some of the difficulties are 
of its own creation; A cam- 
paign in the 1980s to make the 
country ungovernable has left 
a jegacy of anarchy in many 
black townships. Rates go un- 
paid. children boycott then- 
schools. 

One ANC official, who did 
not want to be identified, said 
the party leadership was poles 
apart from the broad mass of 
supporters on several issues, 
such as capital punishment. 

“The leaders stand for a 
complete halt to executions, 
but people in the townships see 
nothing wrong with necklacing 
wrongdoers with burning 
tyres,” the official said. 

“And what the leadership 
might see as corruption, peo- 
ple in the townships see as 
obtaining the things they have 
Jong been denied and are now 
entitled to." 



A PEACEFUL SOCIETY: ANC leader Nelson Mandela calls on South Africans to pledge 
themselves to peace as the road for success (AFP photo) 


The difficult challenge 


ANC faces tricky switch 
from rebellion to rule 


In tackling political violence, 
which has killed 18,000 people 
since fighting broke out be- 
tween the ANC and the Zulu- 
based Inkatha Freedom Party 
in 1984, Mr. Mandela will find 
it more difficult to put the 
blame on President F.W. de 
Klerk, as he does now. 

“A peace campaign with 
nice words and shirts embla- 
zoned with doves will simply 
- not be enough,” wrote Max du 
Preez, editor of the indepen- 
dent Vrye Weekblad weekly. 

“Tough action will be 
needed, people will have to 
be shot and thrown in jail. Will 
an ANC-dominated govern- 
ment have the will or ability to 
do so?" 

Mr. du Preez said South 
Africa's nascent democracy 
would come under serious 
pressure if the new govern- 
ment failed to bring immediate 
hope of a better life for mil- 
lions of unemployed blacks in 
the townships. 

The South African Sunday 
Times said Communists in the 


ANC were "trying with 
genuine bewilderment to adapt, 
their 19th century prejudices to 
the 21st century world of glob- 1 
al markets, tidal capital flows, 
mobile skills and evanescent 


investments.” 

“They are, we suspect, 
scared out of their wits,” the 
paper said. It described the 
ANCs ambitious reconstruc- 
tion programme and election 
manifesto as “well-meaning- 
babble." 

Political analyst Wim Booyse 
said the ANC was far better 
placed to make a graceful tran- 
sition than opposition groups 
had been in neighbouring- 
Angola, Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe. 

“The transition to liberation 
has not been as abrupt in South 
Africa. The ANC has had time to 
hold policy conferences and 
circulate its ideas," said Mr. 
Booyse, policy analyst at ithe 
Northern Transvaal Chamber 
of Industries. 

“It is a major advantage for 
the ANC that they have been 


part of the transition process 
for at least the last two years. 
They have picked up a lot of 
experience during the constitu- 
tional negotiations and have 
depth in leadership.” 

But Mr du Preez said the 
ANC depended too much on 
Mr. Mandela, 75, for lead- 
ership. 

“Even to his opponents he 
has become a larger than life 
symbol of the new order. He 
represents the hope that black 
majority rule in South Africa 
will not become another Africa 
nightmare,” Mr. du Preez said. 

“No one dare expect so 
much of one man, especially 
one who is so old.” 

Mr. du Preez predicted that 
problems would arise from the 
form of the administration to 
take office after the April elec- 
tion, a government of national 
unity in which each party with 
more than five per cent of the 
vote will be represented. 

“It will be a coalition of 
enemies— the struggle will be 
hard, bitter and dirty,” he said. 


Waning ultranationalism 


Support for Russian extremist politician fades 


By Boris Bachorz 
Agence France Presse 


MOSCOW — Two months 
after- his success in parliamen- 
tary elections, ultranational- 
ist leader Vladimir Zhirinovs- 
ky has slipped considerably in 
opinion polls amid con- 
troversy over his extremist 
public statements. 

But sociologists, who were 
themselves surprised when 
bis Liberal Democratic Party 
became the second largest in 
the Russian Parliament after- 
December elections, believe 
that the setback could only be 
temporary. 

A poll conducted at the 
end of last month by the 
Vtsiom Institute indicated 
that only 1 1 per cent of those 
asked would vote for Mr. 
Zhirinovsky today, compared 
to 14 per cenr at the time of 
the elections, according to 
the Russian daily Sevodnya. 

Another Vtsiom poll indi- 
cated that Mr. Zhirinovsky is 
the politician Russians trust 
the least, even less rhan Com- 
munist Party leader Gennady 


Zyuganov. 

. Thirty eight per cent said 
they were annoyed by Mr. 
Zhirinovsky's repeated out- 
bursts in parliament, while 
seven per cent viewed these 
actions favourably, and 25 
per cent were indifferent. 

But despite the poll results, 
sociologists are not writing 
off Mr. Zhirinovsky’s elector- 
al success as a fluke. 


Zhirinovsky: “It's natural 
that crazy people vote for a 
crazy person.” 

Only a very small percen- 
tage of Russians sympathise 
with Mr. Zhirinovsky's ultra- 
nationalist views. 

But with all his contradic- • 
tions — from his anti-Semitic 
views despite his Jewish ori- 
gins and his desire for order 
versus his taste for scandal — 


“(Backing Mr : Zhirinovsky is) an ex- 
tremely complex, and very Russian so- 
cial emotion — a mixture of aggressive- 
ness towards the West and a predilection 
for self-humiliation . ” 


“It's an extremely com- 
plex, and very Russian social 
emotion — a mixture of 
aggressiveness towards 1 the 
West and a predilection for 
self-humiliation." said Maria 
Volkenstein. chairman of the 
Validata Sociological Re- 
search Institute. 

She added that a Russian 
taxi driver had told her. when 
asked why he voted for Mr. 


reflect the Russian public's 
psychological disarray, 
according to Ms. Volken* 
stein’s research. 

Vladimir Shokariyev. a re- 
searcher at Vtsiom. com- 
mented that voters sided with 
Mr. Zhirinovsky “without 
thinking, because of the emo- 
tions running high in the last 
week of the campaign.” 

During thdt week. Mr. 


Zhirinovsky bombarded the 
electorate with a television 
campaign highlighting emo- 
tional themes such as the 
problems of the elderly, 
crime by non-Russians and 
calls for a great Russia, in 
contrast to the staid cam- 
paign offered by pro- 
government reformers. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky seems to 
think he will continue to suc- 
ceed as long as he is seen as an 
outsider different from Rus- 
sia's largely discredited politi- 
cians. 

“I definitely won't say that 
he is going to lose the 1995 
elections. I‘m actually quite 
afraid that the 1993 result 
might be repeated." said Mr. 
Shokariyev. 

A conversation overheard 
among Muscovites waiting in 
line appeared to support this 
view: "These deputies, they 
never change, they are only 
interested in .their pri- 
vileges," said one. 

“At least ours (Mr. Zhir- 
inovsky) is different. He will 
show them." came the re- 
ply. 


The Bosnian tragedy 


Long-term 
strategy needed to 


end the bloodshed 


By Richard Burt 
and 

Richard Perle 
WASHINGTON — ■ The 
apparent willingness of the 
United States and its closest 
allies to use air strikes in 
Bosnia is long overdue. 

But the strategic purpose 
of air strikes is at least as 
important an issue as whether 
they take place ar all. 

It will be a travesty if the 
Western allies, having finally 
taken action in Bosnia, end 
the siege of Sarajevo in order 
to force Bosnian concessions 
in the deadlocked Geneva 


negotiations. 

Air strikes, especially tele- 
vised ones, would be drama- 
tic. They would signal an end 
to the feckless Western policy 
of standing aside while newly 
independent Bosnia, a mem- 
ber of the United Nations, is 
dismembered and its civilians 
massacred. 

But while forcing rhe with- 
drawal of the Serbian guns is 
a beginning. Western in- 
tervention must not stop 
there. An end to the siege 
must not form the basis for 
renewed demands from U.N. 
negotiators that Bosnia 
accept a humiliating — and 
unstable — political settle- 
ment. 

A plan under which the 
Muslims, who have for cen- 
turies lived peacefully in a 
multiethnic society, are 
herded into “ethnically 
cleansed” enclaves sur- 
rounded by the Serbian and 
Croatian armies that drove 
them there is unacceptable. 

Now that the West appears 
ready to act. what is needed 
— and what has been missing 
all along — is a well-defined 
strategy for achieving a stable 
peace in the Balkans. 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton. who is loath to act with- 
out the approval of 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghaii. has said chat any use 
of force would be intended to 
further the U.N.'s diplomatic 
strategy. 

But that strategy, which 
would reward aggression by 
legitimising the conquest of 
Bosnian territory by Serbian 
and Croatian troops, can only 
set the stage for endless, 
chronic violence in the re- 


gion. 

So what should U.S. policy 
be? And what military ac- 
tions can and should be taken 
to support it? The starting 
point must be to recognise 
that while the former Yugos- 
lavia is rife with ethnic and 
religious animosities, the 
cause of the war there is 
Serbian and Croatian aggres- 
sion against Bosnia — an 
aggression made more poig- 
nant and dangerous by its 
attacks on innocent civilians. 

This reality suggests the 
core of a new Western policy: 
First, end the siege of 
Sarajevo, then shape a ba- 
lance of power in Bosnia 
more favourable to a fair and 
lasting settlement. 

We should move im- 
mediately to revise the U.N. 
embargo that has kept the 
Bosnian Muslims outgunned 
and under siege. With Bosnia 
excluded from the embargo, 
the United States and others 
should supply essential arms 
lo the Bosnian government. 
Then Bosnian troops would 
have a decent chance of 
achieving defensible borders. 

Second, we should plan to 
use NATO air power not 


only against tactical targets in 
Bosnia, like the artillery posi- 
tions surrounding Sarajevo, 
but also against strategic 
targets in Serbia itself. 

Precise attacks by adv- 
anced weapons could cripple 
air bases and military logistics 
centres, or Belgrade's power 
supply, while posing little 
threat io civilians. 

Three arguments against 
this more ambitious course 
stand out. 

One is that there is no.vita] 
U.S. interest that would jus- 
tify the risk of intervention. 
But this view ignores the 
damage that has been done to 
the credibility of the United 
States and the NATO allies 
after two years of indecision 
and idle threats. 

The spectacle of free-world 
leaders maneuvering to avoid 
embarrassment by keeping 
Bosnia off the agenda of last 
month's NATO summit 
meeting can only encourage 
aggressors in the former 
Soviet bloc. If NATO proves 
incapable of acting with re- 
solve. it will soon become 
irrelevant in rhe post-cold 
war world. 

A second argument is that 
air strikes and intensified 
fighting would jeopardise the 
safety of U.N. peacekeeping 
forces on the ground. 

But if the presence of U.N. 
troops becomes a reason for 
allowing the slaughter of the 
Bosnian Muslims \to con- 
tinue. it would be Better to 
puli them out: Bosnia needs 
to be able to defend itself, 
not simply be provided with 
food and water while it is 
being destroyed. 

A third argument against 
military intervention is that 
the United States will" 'find 
itself drawn into an unpre- 
dictable adventure leading in- 
evitably to American casual- 
ties. 

But there is no reason why 
air strikes against precise 
targets should be followed by 
the introduction of American 
ground forces. 

Ultimately the fate of Bos- 
nia lies in the hands of the : 
Bosnians. While we Amer- 
icans should help them with 
arms and air power, we need 
not, and should not. inter- 
vene on the ground. 

The use of military power 
always entails uncertainties, 
it is idle and dangerous to 
believe that military options 
moke sense only where their 
results can be known, and the 
risks eliminated, in advance. 

But Mr. Clinton can count 
on broad support for a deci- 
sive. robust policy, for de- 
spite the risks, left and right 
alike have been urging him to 
take forceful action. 

Treading carefully. De- 
fence Secretary William Per- 
ry insists that we think about 
“Acts II and III” before we 
embark on “Act I.” 

But Acts 1 and II. more 
than two years of killing, 
have already been played. 
And unless we change course 
now. Aa in w j|j p r ove the 
Bosnian drama is not history ■ 
but tragedy. 

Mr. Burt, a partner at 
McKinsey & Co., was an^ 
assistant secretary of state in 
the U.S. from 1983 to 1985. 
Mr. Perle, an American En- 
terprise Institute fellow, was 
an assistant secretary of de- 
fence from 1981 to 1987. The 
article is reprinted front the 
International Herald Tri- 
bune. 


letters 


What about universities? 


To the Editor: 


JSSL ? !1 , ea ^ es 1 who are mostly university 

students (particularly those who study English laneuaee and 
literature) admonish the Jordan Times 
negligence of our universities' activities and issues. There are 

STJSSJi. 01 ? H niver ! ities that to be written about 
and addressed a lot of news, activities, questions and 

innovations. Many students want to express themselves- a 
m , an ,y t * iem want to write and tackle problems; social 
political, literary and educational problems. P So many debat- 
able^opimons can be expressed through our lovely* Jordan 

nn^ l a W £ at t a Page or half a page, at least 

k r devoted , b y Ihe Paper of university news. 
J&JSZSZJS* f Udents are "Wing to contribute 
vou wol 733 ? r * J , USt us lhe and I am sure 

? f nd what P| cases you and what encourages us. 

channelwrf came ri out, would open the- 

a^our uniL^ffiS Sr,K° n P rofessors and students 

at our universities on the one hand, and between both the 

professors and students and society on the other. 


Qusai Anwar AI Tbebyau, 
Yarmouk University, 

Irbid. 
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"'"jljr India test-fires ballistic missile 

UTUCndlF - 

djnKnur new DELHI (AFP) — India on Saturday successfully 
liian 'Tft test-fired for the second lime an Indian-made intermediate- 
\ whrft i range ballistic missile, the Press Trust of India ( PTI ) reported. 
io«n.^ missile, known as "Agni" (fire), was fired from a lest 

L in ad’-f range in the eastern coastal state of Orissa at 5:45 p.m. (1215 
ion m s' GMT). The news agency quoted officials as saying that the test 
'rt fa “met ail its objectives." No further details were available. U 
ilicy- was the third test of the 75-tonne rocket after the May 19K9 

lefi a>dE and May 1992 tests. The first test wax a suc cess but the second 

urging l*^ was a failure due to problems during the reentry stage, 

.-non. . ^ .. . 

rcfuih- ; Libyan employees must answer to Sharia 

TRIPOLI (AFP) — All state employee- in Libya will be 
subject to the country’s nu-w Islamic law and may have their 
i • hands cut off if found guilty of theft, jfficials said here 

I jj s' Saturday. Special committees will crack down on corruption 

.i throughout Libya and ensure the law is implemented. Officials 

u said m iniste rs, judges, ambassadors and ordinary civil srcvanis 

0 ,. would have to declare their personal assets when they joined 
the public sector and when they left it. The new legislation 
f*i' introduced on Thursday will work on an "eye-for-an-eve 
principle in cases of premeditated murder. Thieves will have 
, their hands cut off. and men and women caught committing 
adultery will be flogged. 

<**£' Liilehammer-bound Iranian arrested 

3 io ” 

ULLEHAMMER ( R) — An Iranian who said he was headed 
gllo« s . for the Lillehammcr games was detained tn Oslo with three 
grid* kilogrammes of raw opium in his car. officials said on 
Saturday. A police spokesman said the Iranian, who was not 
ifrflBi 1 named, was to appeal in court later Saturday and then he 
raid I : placed in investigative custody. The Iranian arrived in Norway 

. / on a ferry from Kiel in Germany on Friday and told customs 
• 000 ^ . officials who found the drugs during a spot check that he was 
\ intended driving to the Olympics. 

■pc] : . Kurd refugees hospitalised in Pakistan 

’ ; ISLAMABAD (AFP) — Five Iraqi Kurd refugees on hunger 

strike for more than a month were rushed to hospital here m 
critical condition, a Kurdish spokesman here said They have 
rt !?' ; been on hunger strike since Jan. 1 7 demanding reseitlcment of 
: Some 1,200 Kurd refugees in a country other than Pakistan. 

‘ ' Spokesman Faysal Abdullah Mohammad said the Kurds, aged 
Stf ■ between 24 and 56. refused to call oft their strike unnl a 
n at* representative from the United Nations High Commissioner 
/ for Refugees (UNHCR) met ihcu demands. Another seven 
,r ^ • Kurds in Rawalpindi’s Adyala jail recently joined m the fast. 

Simonet chosen to guide French football 

PARIS (AFP) — Claude Siraonet »as dec 
president of the French Fooibal. Fede ranon Sat urdav 
Stmonet faces the tough (t*k of guiding French vrecer out of 
one of its darkest periods. His predevcvsor . 

Fayard resigned Iasi November alter France tiiton .to redvh 
the World Cup finals. But ihe federation has M,n n 

definitive sanctions over the Olymp.que Marsode; 

Valenciennes bribes scandal. "I suppose I am gomj. n 

learn to let in goals.” said Simonet who was a gojlkvepvnxith 
Nantes for two months. Since giving up as ^ F ^-r. he ha_ 
since risen through the ranks ot lootba a , , 

become Tiead of a regional championship and m.asurcr of 
FFF. 


- By Anis Ahmed 

Reuters 

XAIPURHAT. Bangladesh — 
Smuggling across ihe Indian- 
Banglader.h Under dwarfs offi- 
cial- trade between the two 
countries. Commerce Ministry 
officials say. and according to 
traders, it includes gold, 
women and druas. 

In 1992-93 ( July-June |. 
Bangladesh exported goods 
worth less than 10 million u» 
India against imports of 542 
million, the ministry said. 

But officials there say the 
figures ignore tens of miliums 
of dollars’ worth of smuggled 
goods that es’eape official re- 
cords and' the customs service 

Because of a shortage ot 
checkpoints, and payoffs to 
security men. residents say 
even Indian bulls can be driven 
into Bangladesh without duty- 
being paid. 

Although considered sacred 
in Hindu India, the animals arc 
eagerly consumed as food in 
Muslim Bangladesh 

Other commodities smug- 
gled in from India include 
clothes, bicycles, spare pans, 
sugar, salt, spices, pesticides, 
polythene, alcohol and hard 
drugs, security officials said. 

. . The return traffic includes 
more expensive items, such as 
gold, electronics, counterfeit 
clothing and accessories, col- 
our film — and women and 
children. 

"Smuggling (of commodities 
and cattle) is everybody’s busi- 
ness. But trafficking (of 
women and children) is a trade 
of the rich and powerful." said 
a journalist living along Bang- 
ladesh's northern border. 

Police officer Makfubar 
Rahman, a former newspaper 
'reporter, said “Yes. 1 have no 
hesitation in confirming that 
smuggling is extensive here, 
hems traded include drugs ami 
humans," 

-Dina) pur police arrested 
nearly HKJ men. women and 
ipffren being smuggled to In- 
dia in Decemlwr without valid 
travel documents. 

“More than half of them are 


v.. unen .slid children." police 
officer FjzIuI Huq *.,id. Hc 
v.iid police also arrested 59 
Burmese Rohingy.i Muslims 
who tied from rctuuee vamps 
it* southeastern B.injliidesh. 
trying to reach a third countrv. 

Police said the women most- 
ly ended up in brothels in India 
and Pakistan but were uncer- 
tain about the children's fate. 

They said repot is sunictimes 
came in across the border that 
B.angladeshi children were 
hvld in safe houses and used 
for supplying kidneys, hearts 
and other organs to hospitals. 

"We don't' nave a definite 
proof., but feel that such re- 
ports mav not he totally base- 
less." one police officer said. 

’The women go to brothels, 
mill he the men work as 
bonded labourers, but what 
haj^pens to the children? They 
are no good tor .any work. 
Th:n why should someone 
feed them fur nothing?" he 
asked 

Members u! the paramilitary 
Bangladesh rifles oticn raid 
smugglers’ dens along the bor- 
der and seize cattle and com- 
modities but rarely arrest a 
b'K-tune smuggler,, rifles ma- 
jor Fazal Kadir admitted. 

“’A'e are quite active but. 
you know, smuggling is a busi- 
ness that never stops." he said 
at his operations headquarters 
at Dmajpur. 450 km (2KI» 
mile- j from the capital. 

“The big fish always remain 
he hir'd rhe scene." he x«nd. 

Hi:, deputy. Major Mahfuz. 
displayed a bottle, one of hun- 
dreds seized every week, uf an 
Indian-made cough syrup 
popular with drug addicts. 
"Alcohol, heroin and opium 
are available to selected 
buyers.” he said. 

The income from smuggling 
is fabulous, according to local 
journalist Shiiu Rahman. 

One smuggler in Dinajpur 
has built a "four-storey hotel, 
bought abour-.KHl acres of crop 
land" and set up half a dozen 
businesses in just III or 15 
wars, he said. 
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MOGADISHU - Ik- 
landed .< fiting-llo warrior lo 
^•ive Somalia Irotn w.irlmds 
liKitmg I«uhI aid He leaves a 
year later lur Iniiiie nevl 
month, bitter and ir<uihled bv 
what he saw 

The United Nations opera- 
tion in Somalia il!NOSf)M) 
set coudilinils tor a joiirnahsi 
to interview ns ik.iu' maker 
He could speak candidly hut 
had to be identified only as a 
U.N. military official. His 
country, tank and job were not 
allowed to he given 

Looking hack uncomfort- 
ably on his year in a land he 
hardly knew lie fore arriving, 
he says he has nightmares ab- 
out the Somalia expel icnee. 

The security council has 
finally sealed back its gran- 
diose drive for aggressive 
peacekeeping. UNOSOM will 
limp on (or a year after the 
United Stales and other mainly 
Western forces pull out by the 
end uf March. But the alarm 
bells for renewed civil war are 
already ringing. 

The original aim of UN- 
OSOM to push reconciliation 
and reconstruction was. the 
official says, the logical next 
step for this war-shattered 
Horn of Africa country after 
the end of the famine, which 
prompted U.S. intervention. 

But then came problems. 
Warlord Mohamed Farah 
Aidced and his Somali Nation- 
al Alliance (SNA) opposed 
U.N. intervention. 

“There was a (U.N. and 
U.S.) lack of recognition ot 
what problems there were. I las 
it been a total tailure?... u> the 
SNA people. UNOSOM 
would have failed whatever 
happened ’’ he says. 

“in that regard conflict was 
inevitable. It started as a poli- 
tical and propaganda conflict 
and then became a military 
one. which was inevitable be- 
cause the SNA wanted it that 
way." 

"We began taking casualties 
on June 5 (last year) and took 
them ul the rate of one per 
day." he says. "The SNA of 
course took vast numbers of 
casualties and the militias were 
strained to breaking point. 

"But they had the advantage 
of time. They could protract 
the conflict... they knew the 
coalition members couldn't 
afford politically -in- lake 
casualties iri Somalia. ’ The 
populations at home weren’t 
prepared to accept casualties 
for this mission." 
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A U.N. soldier watches as a Somali man carries a signboard demanding “our rights' 


(AFP plhoto) 


As the alarm bells ring 


U.N. warrior has nightmares about 
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He says U.S. forces again 
miscalculated by thinking they 
could easily overcome Mr. 
Aideed's 2lkl rag-tag militia- 
men. and as the U.N. hotly 
count kept rising, its will to 
fight wanted. 

“We could have captured 
Aidced. A military solution 
has a cost and when the con- 
flict begun it wasn't clear whai 
the cost was." he says and 
pauses. "It became very elear 
on October 3." 

“We learned the cruelties of 
war. Compared with the Gulf 
war this was u real war. It was 
up front and personal, right in 
front of your 'eyes." says the 
official, who accompanied un-' , 
its in combat. 

"In the Gulf war it was 
watching a TV screen and the 


bombs going in. You didn't 
have 40 think what happened 
to (he people in the building 
when it was hit. 

"But here, you saw the faces 
close up of the people in the 
building. You saw the women 
and children killed, and the 
women and children used as 
human shields. You saw them 
dragging American bodies 
through the streets. There was 
nothing hidden. 

"All the ugliness of war was 
right there slap in your face. 
And there is a certain ugliness 
to war... It was much more 
distasteful in Somalia than any 
Other U.N. action up to now. 

"And the'SNA knew that. 
The SNA knew that just to 
keep killing would unify the 
world (to pull its U.N. forces 


out).” 

He has special hatred for 
Mr. Aidecd. who for four 
months evaded a U.N. man- 
hunt featuring wild West- 
style" S 25 .00U reward posters 
for his capture. After If! U.S. 
servicemen v.ere killed in a 
battle on Oct. 5. the United 
Nations aba ntioned the search. 

"Was the decision to cap- 
tured Aideed flawed? When it 
was made a full understanding 
of the consequences was not 
realised.... They certainly had 
the capability to take casualties 
among U.S. forces. 

■We couldn't overcome 
them with' just' firejxriver ." he 
says. 

The U.N. retreated from its 
ambitious role-model for 
peacekeeping operations in 


world troublespots after U.S. 
President Bill Clinton ordered 
a total U.S. withdrawal by 
March 31 and tried to court 
Mr. Aideed to talk peace. 

The official says: "All the 
propaganda in the world will 
never erase the tact that 
Aideed is a criminal, a murder- 
er and a warlord. He killed 
thousands of his own people 
even before the U.N. arrived 
here. 

"If you ask a Somali about 
Aideed he doesn't say he has 
built hospitals. He hasn't done 
a single filing for the people. 
They know he is a murderer. 
He got off lightly. And m the 
end it never mattered that he 
got' away wifh muffler -here.** 

Asked whether he believed 
the Somalia mission could nev- 


Tsur opposes open Israeli 
borders with Palestinians 


! 

er have 'ucce^dbrfirnA *M>s 
everything depcr.-jKOl^ the 
U.N. v-i!! -jjgflOlje j 

"There will .i w -he 
potential (or fin t-f v 'sgfi-i? n q as 
there are Somali itibrirVT'.'fho 
still don't want m 

Somalia, he say,Sj(j ' ^Ut-.ijkcs 
the U.N. of jw jro'n Vo;n.ana 
contracts to a SNVA^V.Teljed 
corporation to -urr^?. ,ji c "^Ir. 
Aideed. -..'ssvlss | 

Asked if witharl.-^Ttr U.S. 
forces would hit&JR ?^nriifr a 
large attack, he s.:|W«^?hi.4ks 
they would only’ife.-2tti"Ksstpr. 

"The response- bl i^riissjve 
attack would only bej-i-litidil. 

I don't think' tha! i)rt«?e^g.iEna 
to destroy anymbr^cm5^ e ^ 
our way out. '\Yfi09K Pfeoftig 
to kill anyone, aowf.-aw" } 

— j — 
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Pelletreau sworn in as assistant secretary for Nyj^t 


tin- Jirus.ili‘iii I’usi 


OPEN BORDERS with an 
autonomous Palestinian reg- 
ime would mean Israel would 
continue to rely on cheap 
labour from the territories and 
would continue to control (he 
Palestinians' economic destiny. 
Agriculture Minister Ya’acov 
Tsur said yesterday. 

Speaking to the Rural Vil- 
lages Association, Tsur said 
this arrangement would not 
solve either sides’ problems, 
but only exacerbate the tension 
between Israelis and Palesti- 
nians. 

Tsur said he knows of no 
example in the world in which 
two neighbouring countries, 
with a GNP ratio of dose to 10 
to I. can integrate their econo- 


mic systems (airly. 

‘‘The goal of a political set- 
tlement between Israel and the 
Palestinians needs to be the 
separation of the two, for only 
this will enable the two sides to 
develop us needed." said Tsur. 

Any political agreement be- 
tween Ihe two sides will have 
to be predicated upon mutual 
interests and not those of only 
one side. Tsur told the gather- 
ing. 

He added that separation 
will also spur the Palestinians 
to strengthen their ties to Jor- 
dan. ‘•‘ITiere is no doubt that 
the economic connection be- 
tween the Palestinians and Jor- 
dan is also the proper direction 
for the political situation," he 
said. 


WASHINGTON — (USA) 
Ambassador Robert Pelletreau 
became Assistant secretary of 
state for Near Eastern affairs 
Friday, taking the oath of 
office from his law school class- 
mate, U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Anthony Kennedy. 

Mr. Pelletreau. with one 
hand upraised and the other on 
a Bible held by his wife. Dr. 
Pamela Pelletreau. was joined 
by his father, daughters 
Katherine and Pidge. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher. members of the di- 
plomatic corps, and col- 
leagues. 

"This is a time of special 
opportunity and challenge for 
rhe United States in the Middle 
East." Mr. Pelletreau said in 
brief remarks. "The opportun- 
ity lies in the real prospect for 
broader peace between Israel 


and its Arab neighbours. The 
challenge coimes from those 
regimes and forces which prac- 
tice aggression against their 
neighbours and repression at 
home." 

"There can be no comprom- 
ise with terrorism or tyranny 
But governme nts seeking ... to 
open their soci eties and econo- 
mic systems, and to improve 
the daily lives ■ of their people 
... will find a friend and a 
partner in the United States." 

Mr. Christopher, in remarks 
welcoming him to his new' post, 
said "Bob Pelletreau ... is one 
of our government's leading 
authorities on t he Middle East 
... and is one of our most 
accomplished senior Arabic 
lineuis ." 

The secretary underscored 
that "the admin istration places 
a very high priority on achiev- 


ing a just, comprehensive, and 
lasting peace in the Middle 
East." 

"The Israel -Palestinian dec- 
laration of principles w-as a 
large step toward addressing 
the core political problems tha't 
inhibit the search for peace in 
that area." Mr. Christopher 
said. 

Additionally, the bilateral 
and multilateral tracks of nego- 
tiations "will require skillful 
shepherding, and Bob's under- 
standing of the dynamics of 
these negotiations." he noted. 

Mr. Pelletreau has been 
U.S. ambassador to Egypt. 
Bahrain and Tunisia, where he 
w-as tasked with initiating the 
U.S. dialogue with the PLO. 
Fluent in Arabic, he ha.^i also 
served in Algeria. Morocco. 
Mauritania. Lebanon. Jordan 


and Svria. \ ^ j 
Mr.' Christopher? 1 * Stres- 
sed the “other- if*' con- 
cerns" of the L , nftiRJ»0>8c .jin 
the region. "We BJiOiTfcr in- 
ha nee regional stap^z<y;o:i.'!ln- 
ter the' proliterc. .'n jof 
weapons of mas&rctatL-ic’.iij'n. 
promote politics^ wid^n'o^o- 
mic reform, to brii>§'ri ;J end|to 
the Arab boycott. ai^^Ioster 
democracy and respc?. tor hu- 
man rights." he saufr ] 

An unrecognised that 

the United States PX£ ; .\^y for- 
mer President Johry ^Ken- 
nedy. he said, "is :$U |he 
brought Bob PejfeViVin 1 ipto 
public service in v Pi* f 2 *** I 
Mr. Pel leircau/'MK^'Wu dies 
at the institute of HPIfteal Sju- 
dies m Paris, and Lljti- 

ver.sitv. graduated- - 1 ' n ' Har- 
vard Law School .asid vr.iciiqed 
law m New Yot4?” 1 


Yemenis sign deal today 


Yemeni negotiations 'continue until last minute 
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(Continued from page 1) 


Arab leaders and has always 
supported the Arab League’s 
endeavours in this respect. Dr. 
Abdul Meguid said. 

Mr. Beidh and Mr. Saleh 
have been at odds since last 
August over the way the 1990 
union between North and 
South Yemen has gone, plung- 
ing the country into its worst 
political crisis since the mer- 
ger. They have not met in that 
time. 

Mr. Saleh, thanked King 
Hussein, who mediated be- 
tween the two leaders, for 
hosting Sunday's signing cere- 
mony. 

Mr. Beidh arrived in Damas- 
cus on Friday after meeting 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Cairo. Both coun- 
tries helped mediate in the 
crisis. He was due to arrive in 
Amman in early on Sunday. 

Oman's Foreign Minister 
Yousef Ben Alawi. whose 
country helped in ihe media- 
tion, was expected here late on 
Sarurday. 

Officials said King Hussein 
might fly Lhe two leaders back 
to Yemen on his private plane 
Monday to ensure Mr. Beidh 
stays in the capital Sanaa to 
take the oath as vice-president 
to end the government para- 
lysis — » kev demand hv Mr. 


Saleh. 

Mr. Beidh, whose party says 
152 members have been killed 
since unity, would like to see a 
start to implementing the pact 
and providing security guaran- 
tees before he returns to 
Sanaa. 

Soon after his arrival Presi- 
dent Saleh went into a meeting 
with King Hussein and Crown 
Prince Ha&san. Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali. Royal 
Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and Jordan's ambassa- 
dor to Yemen attended the 
meeting, which discussed the 
Sunday's reconciliation meet- 
ing. 

Haidar Abu Bakr A1 Alias, 
the Yemeni prime minister, 
also arrived Saturday. 

Expressing delight a: the 
visit to Jordan. Mr. Allas said 
he had “deep confidence that 
the reconciliation document 
would determine the correct 
path of Yemeni unity and pave 
the ground for democracy and 
freedoms for the Yemeni peo- 
ple." 

Other Yemeni leaders arriv- 
ing Saturday for the Sunday 
meeting included Oascm 
Salam, secretary general of the 
Yemeni Socialist Party, and 
memhers of a Yemeni dialogue 
committee. 


(Continued from page !> 

But. as it turned out. Mr. 
Beidh was arriving early Sun- 
day. leaving little time for the 
Monarch to meet him before 
the signing of the agreement. 

The problems chat remain 
unresolved touch the crux of 
Yemeni unity and the modus 
vivendi that the conservative 
north and socialist south 
forged with their May 1990 
unity. 

Political analysts believe that 
Mr. Beidh's YSP. which ruled 
pre-unity South Yemen, has its 
eyes on the presidency despite 
ihe fact that it emerged only as 
the second largest party in 
April 1993 elections — post- 


unity Yemen's first polls. 

"They appear to w-ani 
Yemeni "unity as well as ihe 
presidency, and t his is making 
things difficult.” said a sea- 
soned observer of Yemeni 
affairs. 

According to t.his observer. 
President Saleh is serious in his 
offer so resign if t:hat is what it 
would take to mai main Yeme- 
ni unity and avert a split up of 
the country. But. said the 
observer, the GI*C was not 
willing to let go -of the pres- 
idency. 

Mr. Saleh and his party have 
agreed to an 18-point list of 
demands put forth by the YSP 
(compliance with those de- 
mands is the basic essence of 
the reconciliation siccord to be 


signed today), and they believe 
that their gesture is the best 
starting point to put the Yeme- 
ni house in order. 

In general terms, the docu- 
ment contains a broad series of 
measures that call for. among 
other things, prosecution of 
northerners accused by the 
south of running an elimina- 
tion campaign against YSP 
members and Beidh family 
members, transfer of some of 
the presidential authorities to 
the prime minister and cabinet, 
decentralisation cf power to 
the district level and redistribu- 
tion of development projects. 

"As things stand now. the 
Amman signing is a ceremony 
and much work remains to be 
done before it could be said 


that ihe Yemeni po^waifccrisis 
is resolved." said atV^rabidi- 
plomatic source, •-•-ita's:! j 
The source said iheLirtfsejice 
in Amman of ’leadeHfj^if jail 
Yemeni political pW.'-ifUm at 
least three former of 

pre-unity Yemen* :n- 

couraginc. Mmrion 

"For once, all ’ iti- 
cians are congrettM#? -wi »jne 
place, and they aV 3 power- 
ful enough to take* 1 fitfi- deci- 
sions." said one SifilKx?*' 

"So. if need be. J !^L- Signing 
ceremony could -be Lfl’ecei^ed 
or followed by poIiiieis^&i^Jus- 
sions aimed at ; e’r&iifcatjng 
s»ime of the hurl^«*i ! fivtl , ham- 
per the political “‘ojiffle .jnd 
moves on the ground Jr* united 
Yemen.” added : ihWo6rc<t. 


Rabin: Delay better than problems I Clinton: U.S. ready for strikes 
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(C ontinued from page 1 1 


reunited with their families in 
the diaspora. 

“This Israeli suggestion for 
the reunification... is unaccept- 
able because it is incompatible 
with U.N. resolutions and in- 
ternational laws and norms." 
Mr. Hamid said. 

Mr. Hamid said the Palesti- 
nians would continue to reiect 
the Israeli proposal because 
"it’s an attempt to resettle" the 


refugees. 

Another dek-ga te. Walid 
Zaqout. said the PLO believes 
Palestinian families have "the 
right to return to the.ir homes." 

The working group on re- 
fugees is one of several forums 
ofthe multilateral Middle East 
pence talks launched' in Mos- 
cow in January 199;* to deal 
with various aspects of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 


departure for Sarajevo where 
he is expected Sunday, said, 
however, he felt confident 
NATO airstrikes around the 
Bosnian capital could be 
avoided. 

“There was a certain serious 
development” in relations be- 
tween Russia and the West, 
“but one shouldn’t overdrama- 
tise. We are learning to have 
relations of equal partnership" 


"This episode cano4kWever, 
become a crisis if.' dfepdfe the 
Russian initiativfr>NATC( were 
to take rash actioti'v&jKible of 
worsening ihe'a&HJa?ibn in 
Sarajevo." he wahtff&os 
German Chance iter' Helmut 
Kohl and Russian » Pfc&ident 
Boris Yeltsin havd^Qgfbed to 
call for an intenfttiorrai! sum- 
mit on Bosnia "as soon as 
possible." • 
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Economists: Japan trade Chinese 
surplus to start narrowing in **ustr 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Japan 
this- wcfek reported yet another 
surge ift its bitterly contentious 
trade surplus, but economists 
sdid- the trend would soon be 
reversed. 

• T-oklyo’s customs-cleared 
ttadc surplus with the world 
ballooned to $6. 1 1 billion in 
January, up from S3. 22 billion 
in .the, same month last year. 
tHe. ‘finance ministry said. 

; "The most politically explo- 
sive chapter was the bilateral 
surplus with the United States, 
which rose once again, to $3.13 
billion. Jrom $2.93 billion in 
January 1993. 

■'■.This .chronic shortfall is so 
vexing to Washington that, af- 
ter years of unsuccessful nego- 
tiations aimed at opening 
■Japan's markets to imports, 
there is "now growing talk of a 
trans-Parifie trade war. 

Despite the latest rises, howev- 
eTV’'ecbnomisis foresee a 
downward trend in the sur- 
pluses in co ming months as the 
high yen makes Japanese 
goods more expensive over- 
seas. putting a damper on ex- 
ports. 

; . ,; “The' surplus should con- 
tinue.after this in a basic down- 
trend.'-' a‘n economist at Dai- 
Ich. Katfayo Bank Ltd. said. 
•.•'At a -rtews conference, one 
finance ministry official sought 
to- putrthe trade picture in a 
different light. 

■rffe fioted that the January 
surplu^ marked the second 
consecutive monthly rise due 
maiiily’to rising exports to Asia 
ratherUhan to North America 
op-other -regions. 

However, the headline- 
grabbing news was the fact that 
the surplus with the United 
Slates had risen for the eighth 
month in a row. 

Afteh; last Friday's failed 
summit between Japanese 
ftrime-KMinister Morihiro 
brosokawa and U.S. President 
EgH Clinton, this was sure to 
make- trade hawks in Washing- 
ton 1 even' more determined to 


force Japan to change its ways. 

"The bilateral surplus will 
remain large for the first half of 
this year.” said Hidehiro Iwa- 
ki. senior economist at 
Nomura Research Institute. 
The U.S. economy had been 
picking up. encouraging im- 
ports from Japan despite the. 
high yen. he added. 

For the overall monthly trade 
picture, economists noted 
January figures habitually 
failed to reflect the general 
trend for Japan's trade, as new 
year holidays affect port activ- 
ity. 

One particular season for 
last month's sudden rise, howev- ■ 
er. was a flurry of car ship- 
ments to Europe, a bank eco- 
nomist said. j 

Japanese automakers had. 
reached their yearly quota to 
the European Union before.* 
year's end, so car shipment p 
ready in December were hel d 
off until January, he added., 

Car and other automotive- 
related shipments make up 
around a quarter of Japan's 
exports and have a big impact 
on the overall trade picture. 

Looking at the longer tenin. 
economists said the strong yen 
should hamper exports, bur a 
growth in imports would -de- 
pend on a pick-up in so far 
sluggish domestic consumer 
demand. 

Nomura's Iwafci said the 
government's latest stimulus 
package, especially tax cuts 
from June, should prod con- 
sumers to buy again. 

"Tax cuts have a psycholo- 
gical impact on consumers." he 
said. 

Economists also noted that, 
although the dollar surplus fi- 
gure had risen sharply, much 
of that gain was due to curren- 
cy movements. The surplus 
rose only 4.7 per cent in yen 
terms to 686 billion yen. from 
653 billion a year earlier, but 
the dollar increase was 17 per 
cent. 

"It is hard to predict 


\ whether Japan’s trade surplus 
will continue rising or not." the 
finance ministry official said. 
"It will depend on the dollar/ 
yen rates and the economic 
situation in Japan and over- 
seas." 

Finance Minister Hirohisa 
Fuji said in a policy speech that 
a series of economic stimulus 
measures are lifting the 
Japanese economy out of re- 
cession. 

“The economy still remains 
in a severe situation." he told 
the house of representatives. 
“But the time is steadily ripen- 
ing for recovery with progress 
in inventory arid capital stock 
adjustments." 

He said Japan's week-old 
15.25 trillion yen (SI40 billion) 
pump-priming package would 
lead the economy into a “full 
fledged recovery" early in the 
fiscal year 1994 beginning on 
April 1 and into "stable 
growth" in fiscal 1995. 

Despite tight national fi- 
nances. the stimulus package 
included an income tax cut of 
5. S3 trillion yen and additional 
spending on public works and 
it was sufficient in terms of size 
and content, Mr. Fuji said. 

On Tuesday, the govern- 
ment also unveiled a third 
extra budget i : or the current 
fiscal year to March 3i. which 
would boost overall spending 
by 2.185 billioiti yen to 77.438 
billion yen. including 1.500 bil- 
lion yen in additional spending 
on public works. 

The announcement of the 
economic pack age. originally 
scheduled for- mid-January, 
was delayed due to infighting 
within the fragile ruling 
coalition over Prime Minister 
Hosokawa's political and tax 
reforms. 

The Liberal Democratic Par- 
ty (LDP), which lost its 38-year 
grip on power in July elections, 
accused Mr. Hosokawa of de- 
laying economic,: measures by 
insisting on political reform. 


industry 

profits 

surge 

BEIJING (AFP) — China's 
industrial sector reaped 145 
billion yuan f$16.y billion] in 
profits Iasi year, a leap of 62 
per cent from 1992. but state- 
run firms remained in the dol- 
drums. the China Daily said 
Friday. 

Sales were also up 42 per 
cent last year, although loss- 
making factories — the major- 
ity of which are state-owned — 
continued to hamper industrial 
development, sitting on large 
amounts of raw materials and 
stocks. 

More than 25 per cent of 
firms in the state-dominated 
heavy industry sector reported 
operating losses in 1993. a 
particularly poor performance 
given that nearly 70 per cent of 
last year's profits were gener- 
ated by heavy industry. 

industrial output in January 
jumped 33 per cent compared 
to the same month last year, 
indicating that the Chinese au- 
thorities will have difficulty 
restricting production to the 
target level of around 20 per 
cent. 

Limiting industrial output this 
year is seen as crucial to 
ensuring economic growth of 
less than ID per cent, following 
13 per cent growth last year! 

In what may be another 
worrisome sign for the govern- 
ment. State Statistics Bureau 
figures showed that the gup 
between the booming coastal 
provinces and the less- 
prosperous interior widened 
lust month. 

Eleven areas, notably the 
already rich coastal provinces 
of Guangdong. Fujian and 
Jiangsu, saw industrial produc- 
tion rise more than 30 per cent, 
although the growth rate in 
poorer interior provinces such 
as Shanxi. Gansu and Qinghai 
was less than 2U per cent. 


Belarus, Russia agree to monetary union 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia and 
Belarus have agreed to a 
monetary union during talks 
here^aTmove which wo'uld re- 
qair^'IBielarus to surrender 
much of its economic 
sovereignty to Moscow. Inter- 
fax News Agency said Satur- 
day. 

Russian Prime Minister Vik- 
tOLQArnomvrdin and his Be- 
larussian, counterpart Vyaches- 
lav Kebich signed a document 
on monetary union during 
talks., irv Moscow on Friday. 
Belarus' aovernment spokes- 
man^VBdtmir Zametalin told 
Interfax. 

Mr. Zametalin. who was 
accompanying Mr. Kebich. 
said an inter-republican com- 
mittee was given until Feb. 
20-21 to work out the final 
details ^of the agreement. 

.Economists say a monetary 
union with Belarus will cost 
Moscow dear and provide little 


benefit. 

Premier Kebich hopes that 
monetary' 1 and economic inter- 
gration with Russia will help 
save the collapsing economy of 
Belarus, already one of the 
most conservative, former 
Soviet republics. 

His government blames Be- 
larus's economic difficulties on 
the collapse of the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

If the deal goes ahead. Mos- 
cow is expected to supply Rus- 
sian roubles to exchange the 
republic's much weaker cur- 
rency for its own and provide 
raw material and energy sup- 
plies to its neighbour at subsi- 
dised prices. 

For Belarus, it would mean 
subordination of its monetary, 
fiscal and budget policies to 
Russia after more than two 
years of independence follow- 
ing centuries of Lithuanian. 
Polish. Russian and finally 


Soviet rule. 

Even top goj/emment offi- 
cials in Belarus now admit that 
independence vias not such a 
good idea. Pro-independence 
parliamentary chairman and de 
facto head of utate Stanislav 
Shushkevich. Who negotiated 
the end of the Sfoviet Union in 
December 1991 with the lead- 
ers of Russia and Ukraine, was 
sacked by parliament last 
month. 

Mr. Kebich. who sees his 
country's futuni closely tied to 
Russia, said i.'his week that 
monetary and economic inter- 
gration with Russia was the 
only way to save the republic's 
economy. 

The proposal to create a 
"rouble zone'.' with Belarus 
helped trigger last month's res- 
ignations of reformist Russian 
ministers Yet'or Gaidar and 
Boris Fyodorov, who accused 
rhe centrist 1 Premier Cher- 


nomyrdin of conducting policy 
behind their backs. 

The departure of key refor- 
mers from the Russian govern- 
ment has left Soviet-era con- 
servatives at the helm of the 
Russian economy, including 
Soviet-era central' bank chair- 
man Viktor Gerashchenko. 

Mr. Gerashchenko, a pro- 
tege of Mr. Chernomyrdin, 
favours pumping cheap credits 
to former Soviet republics to 
help finance their imports from 
Russia. 

Mr. Kebich. like Mr. Cher- 
nomyrdin. has urged a return 
to Soviet-style economic mea- 
sures including fixed food 
prices and an end ro all talk of 
shock therapy. 

Belarussian reforms lag way 
behind that in Russia. The 
government has privatised only 
three per cent of slate proper- 
tv. 


German public deficit 
rose 30b marks in ‘93 


FRANKFURT (AFP) — Crer- deficit not exceeding three per 
manv's public deficit ruse to cent of GDP. 

I4U billion marks ($80 billion) "It is particularly difficult ro 
in 1993. up 30 billion marks consolidate public finances in a 

compared with the previous recession, but there is no 

year, in large part due to the alternative in view of the size 
economic recession, the Bun- of the current deficit." the 
desbunk said in its February Bundesbank said. 

report. ... It said that in 1993. state 

Bui the central bunt sa.d the ^ were ^ ound three 

defier should stop gmwrng this - while ^ rose 

yeur thunhs ro budgetary eon- £ arly six The luxu- 

solidution measures. lion rate, including social 

It noted hat the 1W defiat senirj[v , reached 54 

represented 4.s per cent of the of J GD p. a „ all-time 

country s gross domestic pro- l- ^ 
duct (GDP) for the year, up s 

from four per cent in 1992. The Germany is among countries 
1993 rate was topped only in with the highest taxation rate 
1975 with 6.5 per cent. and therefore an additional 

But using European Union hike of income and social taxes 
tallying methods would bring is out of the question, rhe 
the’ public deficit down to 3.4 Bundesbank said. "In order to 
.per cent of the German GDP maintain Germany’s competi- 
according to provisional data. tiveness. increasing the tax 
which would not meet Maas- burden musr be ruled out." it 
tricht treaty criteria requiring a added. 

Vietnam to cut 
investment red tape 

HANOI (R) — Vietnam plans lands are the top 10 countries 
to simplify procedures for fore- with companies that have 
ign investment including pledged investments, 
speeding up permits for the use The review quoted Mr. Khai 
of state-owned land, the Viet- as saying that if complicated 
nam Investment Review re- investment application proce- 
ported Saturday. dures were not adjusted. 

The country's economic “They may hamper our efforts 
chief. Deputy Prime Minister as well as the eagerness of 
Phan Van Kahi. told the State foreign businessmen." 
Committee for Cooperation The SCCI and other author- 
and Investment (SCCI) to act ities would overhaul regula- 
im mediately “to simplify all rions on land-use rights and 
kinds of procedures involving construction permits in the 
foreign-funded projects.*’ the next three months, the weekly 
SCCI's weekly newspaper said. said. 

The SCO. the government In Hanoi alone, at least six 
watchdog on foreign invest- projects licensed two years ago 
ment. has licensed 857 projects had not got off the ground due 

— mostly in industry, oil and to an inability to obtain land 

natural gas and hotels and use permits, it added, 
tourism — with capital of $7.8 Mr. Khai said other central 
billion. Only about one-third and local authorities should 
of the total has been commit- work with the SCCI to abolish 
ted. red tape. 

Taiwan. Hong Kong. South "Once the licence has been 
Korea. Japan. France. given, land use rights and per- 
Malaysia. Australia. Singa- mits should be included." he 
pore. Britain and the Nether- was quoted as saying. 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam plans 
to simplify procedures for fore- 
ign investment including 
speeding up permits for the use 
of state-owned land, the Viet- 
nam Investment Review re- 
ported Saturday. 

The country's economic 
chief. Deputy Prime Minister 
Phan Van Kahi. told the State 
Committee for Cooperation 
and Investment (SCCI) to act 
immediately "to simplify all 
kinds of procedures involving 
foreign-funded projects.*’ the 
SCCI's weekly newspaper said. 

The SCO. the government 
watchdog on foreign invest- 
ment. has licensed 857 projects 
— mostly in industry, oil and 
natural gas and hotels and 
tourism — with capital of $7.8 
billion. Only about one-third 
of the total has been commit- 
ted. 

Taiwan. Hong Kong. South 
Korea. Japan. France. 
Malaysia. Australia. Singa- 
pore. Britain and the Nether- 


Ethiopia to allow private 
banks, insurance firms 


addis Ababa (R) — 

Ethiopia, struggling to build a 
free market economy out of 
two decades of failed hardline 
Marxism, will allow its citizens 
to own banks and insurance 
firms, a senior official has said. 

Leikun Berhanu. governor 
of the National Bank of 
Ethiopia, told reporters such 
businesses, until now a govern- 
ment monopoly, would only be 
open to Ethiopians under a 
share option system. 

"The business will open only 
to Ethiopian nationals at this 
stage and no foreign banks or 
nationals will be allowed to 
participate.” he said. "But no- 
thing is static in Ethiopia. We 
believe that as the economy of 
the country improves, the par- 
ticipation of foreign banks 
could be considered." 

Mr. Leikun said Ethiopians 


planning to set up a private 
* bank would be required to 
produce a minimum of 10 mil- 
lion birr ($2 million) paid up 
share capital. 

He said each shareholder in 
the private bank would be li- 
mited by law not to own more 
than 20 per cent of the share 
capital. “Such a limit is re- 
quired to avoid monopoly of 
the bank by a group, a family 
or an individual," he added. 

Allowing citizens to run 
banks and insurance firms is 
part of steps being taken by the 
government to open up the 
economy of the Horn of Africa 
country to free market forces. 

Under dictator Mengistu 
Haile Mariam, who was over- 
thrown in 1991, Ethiopia pur- 
sued hardline Marxist policies 
which virtually bankrupted 
the country. 


THE BETTER HALF, 



WELL.'miS MAY COME J VoU MEAN 


has been /comb AND _ 


.YesienJay's 


Now arrange rhe circled letters to 
torn the surprise answer as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answer? tomorrow) 

Jumoles: JOKER MOOSE SUBMIT CUDDLE 

Answer. What the theatrical tycoon invested ' n - 
SUMMER STOCK 


ALWAYS THE SMART TALL 
ONE AND. I WAS ALWAYS 
THE SHORT UTTlE m? 
DUMBBELL' 



THINWN’ ABOUT 
REVERSING THE ' 
SrrUATFON FOR THE 
NEXT FORTY-FIVE / 

-xT /- 

ZMr 


1 DUMB AND 
YOU TALL AND 
SMART? 

Xfr'- 
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Suharto calls for 
workers? welfare 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia's 
President Suharto urged 
businessmen Saturday to po 
more for their workers than 
just paying the minimum wage. 

"He (Suharto) said com- 
panies that have already majde 
improvements should not look 
just at minimum wages. 77he 
companies should increase uhe 
workers' welfare if they h;pve 
the capability to do it.” man- 
power minister Abdul La’fief 
told reporters after meet|ng 
President Suharto. i 

Earlier in the week, the Ign- 
ited States postponed a deci- 
sion on whether to cfnd 
favoured treatment for {In- 
donesian exports because j of 
abuse of labour rights. 

The United States had bjsen 
expected to make a dedsaoif on 
whether to end GSF (general- 
ised system of preferences): for 
Indonesian goods on Feb. -15. 
But the U.S. embassy paid 
Thursday Indonesia would be 
given another six month? to 


end abuses. ; 

"We are happy if wjriie 
given the GSP (general^ 
system of preferences) bat in' 
is linked to domestic issues^ 
disagree." Mr. Latief said. u j| 
is linked to the workere’issoe, 
we are continuing toTmph»e 
bur workers' welfare. We 
admitted that there are win 
shortcomings but we wilT im- 
prove.” ’.^vv 

Indonesia last month re- 
voked a law allowing .the 
powerful military to breakup 
strikes and raised the minimum 
daily wage by 27 per ceru^to 
around the equivalent of SLjKJ. 

But labour activists said the 
increase was not enough arid pie 
failure of some firms to payijie 
rise at all triggered a wave “of 
strikes. ./'/*_ 

GSP affected exports to rhe 
United States worth some $650 
million in 1992— about J4 per 
cent of Indonesia’s total ex- 
ports to the country. — . 


World Bank to lend 
Bangladesh $447m 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank said Friday th at it 
approved two credits totalling 
$447 million for Bangladesh. 

The first credit of $247 mil- 
lion will be used to reform the 
nation's loss-making .jute 
manufacturing industry 
through privatisation and eli- 
mination of government; sub- 
sidies. 

"Because the jute industry is 
so dominant in the country's 
economy — providing ab'out 10 
per cent of total employment 
— the (loan) will help... 
(strengthen) prospects for the 
sustained development of a 


market-oriented economy"’ 
the bank said. * 

The second credit of $200 
million will help finance coh- 
struction of a bridge acipss the. 
country’s largest river, .tfie 
Jamuna. 

“The project will eiid the 
relative isolation of the north- 
west rural regions, which com- 
prise about 27 million .people 
and hold vast potential /for 
growth." the bank said; V/t 

Both credits will be provided 
by the International Develop- 
ment Association, a World 
Bank affiliate that provides 4^- 
year loans at no interest. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY FEBRUARY 20, 199 * \ 

By Thomas S: Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation j 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Despite minor annoyances you 
will find that you arc:, able to 
handle whatever mental' or busi- 
ness problem that com 6s up. in 
an effective manner as the Moon 
in Cancer trines Mcrcurv. In the 
P.M. • " 

ARIES: (March 21 to jApril 19) 
Try to soothe member*, of your 
family who are upset. You can 
bring harmony of former chaotic 
conditions if you are wise. 

TAURUS: (April 20 tJ» Mu> 211) 
Ciet into the philosophical stu- 
dies now that hring you peace 
and tranquility. Discuss joint 
\entures with allies. Avoid doing 
anything of a difficult nature and 
conserve your energy. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You are not as prosperous as you 
would like to be. so plan today 
ju>t how to become more 
affluent in the future. Listen to 
what business experts have to 
suggest. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Avoid that person of 
little character and go out with 
persons friends today you have 
known for a long time. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don't give in to that temptation 
to break promises to others or 
you get into trouble. Do not lose 
your temper with oihers. either. 
Be objective in your outlcxik. 

VllftiO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22j Be careful you do not 
criticise good friends or make 


radical changes that could be+ud ; 
for you. Stick to the tried -and 
true! Some personal effort is 
required to gain your finest aims. • 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) The right time Jp get 
financial affairs sn orgioii-dthal 
the future is brighter .juj&Bapr. 
pier /Get rid of that tension you" 
have had for some time. • 

SCORPIO: (October. 23. to* 
November 21 )-You have to srudy**. 
new ideas more carefully if they 
are to work successfully for- you. ; 
so do not rush things now. Show 
that you are not a fool.; •» ) 

SAGITTARIUS: ( November ^2/ 
to December 21) Be surejhat 
you carry through with promises 1 
made. Be poised, calm, with r 
others. Don't permit a loved one »_ 
to do what you do not approve j 
of. or vice versa. ■ : 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to ■ 
January 2U) Listen curcfuHv to i 
what an old (lame is saying or } 
you may gel the wrong impress - ) 
ion altogether. Be wise and Jiecp t 
out of trouble. . . } 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to > 
February 19) A good day target } 
much work done around- the.'* 
house. Please kin. at home. To- i 
day is not a good day for dashing ' 
around uimic.ssly. * / ; 

PISCES: (February 20 to' March ■ 
20) Go out for some recreation I 
but be careful you do non go j 
beyond vour budget. Do sqmc-j 
work on that hobby. /However. * 
be precise to get best results. 


THE Daily Crossword * 


SamuBl K. FKegner 


ACROSS 
1 Country music's 


10 Funoamemaia 
M Fn at shiverog 

15 Snowy (tower 

16 P<p«r measure 


18 Betel palm 

19 Pan of TLC 

20 Ten - 
scholar 

22 Teapots, e.g 

23 Mao — tuna 


27 Over there 

28 Rouse 
30 &M>on 
32 Recurrent 


37 Bridget Fonaa 
Mm 

<1 M8 Landers 

42 Clothing 

43 Exhausted 

44 — Haute 

46 Truman, tne 
author 

47 Bring inis being 

50 Ensnare 

52 Actor Harrison 

53 Mememo 

54 Canadian 
province 

Sfi October stone 

57 Relating to - 
hearing 

56 Forearm bone 

82 Defense org. 

63 Knight' s 
weapon 

6« Seine rtdtanfy 

65 Witnaas 

K Bauer's 
“duke*- 

67 Nervous 

OOWN 

1 MormrDosra 

2 MeHow 

3 Udgste 

4 Man on > 
pedestal 

5 Vaimconfanw 


■SUB MMMMM 9HSI9 

SB!! !!!■■ 3™ 

*■■■■*■■■■ HBHE 

333 33H 3IIIHK 
3M3U 33SSS 
!■■■■ 3HB3 333 

“■■aa!!! B ™a BBBB 

.^bbbbbe 

333III 33HH 3BH 
3im aSSSSs 
3111 3u55 3333 

3 ih 3 * 555 JSSSS 


An ft a HH n — «~m- 1 

6 Ontario 5 
neighbor 

7 November 
Btawocs 

8 Caved or Clark 

9 Aeaon 
10 Mystanous 
ti Goalee 
12 Cut with eare 
id Slander 

21 Clan's den: 

22 Gating 

23 — Biiv. Fla. 

25 Dine at home 
27 Norm Sea 

leader 
29 Relatives 

3l Supercikhia one 

33*At a distance 44 

34 Court panevsi 45 

35 Mountain riaqe 46 

36 Textbook pan 47 
36 Brutish man eg 

39 Day's march tor «g 

51 

40 Gratuity 


Yesterday's Puzzle -Salved? 


BnSH nratiin 

yiFJSS FJ arat1, i) nmnn 
RClQHDOf3Han OHOCl 

nonnae unininQGn 

tann □ 

REESE 010 nnnnenR 

figggu nranciQ 

SSgR gciunn nnnr. 
nn™EEH nQ nnnon 

rarmHSS R ROH , 
ananno 
SnmS granncinnnnD 
nfJHS E naE[ ni nnnn 
Minn nr, Finn nnrini 
^ ^ —* 


--made (fitted) 

Catcn-Mabbr. 

T etegrams 

Otdhag 

SeWeanlOU 

Gladden 

flea pond to a 

SlntftAjS 


54 — d'Oreay; ’ 
Paris 

55 Rubik's “• 

57 TV alien 
59 Directed . 

80 Decrepit . 

horse 

61 Poetess Lowes 
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^ Bhutto vows to contain 

Pakistan budget deficit 


Islamabad iafp) — 

Musam Prime Minister 8c- 
happv . itazif-Bhutlo has vowed to en* 
3SP f lf V '• .'force financial di>ciplinc and 
Te r '£%■, tcot the budget deficit, which 
.litas. cached nine per cent of 
r - Ui |Li H jjuifij* domestic product 

'nuing.^r* Inaugurating a bank's new 
^ weir ^ Htnkfing. she said her four- 
21 th J. 1 c - '- 7 ihpnih“Pld government has 
! »ken- austerity measures to 
; j bring down the deficit and has 
jcnjcked down on loan defaul- 
ters and tax evaders. 

I*. The deficit had jumped to 
^fuite per cent of GDP because 
to f ’‘reckless" spending by the 
i previous government, led by 
^her archfoe Nawaz Sharif, she 
*said. ' 

45 ; i Ms.. Bhuno has been strong- 


»he r , 

sh <S 


r aciix-is 
1 ° , f | n0u « h 

- , 0 B. | |y critical of costly infrastruc 


Tie 
'Sgered 


a V : ^'ture development plans initi- 
ated by Mr. Sharif, who res- 
ned Sports igbed as prime minister in Julv. 
^onhsAfc', 'arntf a political crisis halfway 
— ~ aboti, ,- F -through bis- five-year term. 
lon esia\ (0f • Afem - she took office in 



October follow mg a general 
election. Ms. Bhutto scaled 
down 24-billion-rupcc f S.sno 
million) Lahorc-Mamahad 
motorway prujeci and scrap- 
ped another, similar scheme. 

Ms. Bhutto pledged to build 
a free market economy and to 
sell some .ill slatc-ow ned in- 
dustrial units to the private 
sector. 

"Our vision ahnui the ecu- 
nomic future of P.ikisian is 
dear — a liberal, market- 
propelled economy and a vib- 
rant hub of agricultural and 
industrial growth in the re- 
gion.*" she said. 

_Ms. Bhutto said her econo- 
mic policies had started show- 
ing results. 

"The stock market was grow- 
ing foreign institutional inves- 
tors have renewed their in- 
terest in Pakistan, and the 
country's foreign exchange re- 
serves have increased to SI . 2 
billion from a dismal S2KH mil- 
lion when she took over. Ms 
Bhutto said. 
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Lithuanian economy 
in mid-stream 


VILNIUS tAFP) — Lithuania 
has reduced hyperinflation 
with the introduction of its new 
currency and has managed to 
halt the downward curb of 
industrial output but privatisa- 
tion is sluggish and foreign 
mvesiors seem reluctant to put 
money into the Baltic republic. 

“We hope inflation will not 
exceed 5ft per cent in I W4," 
said Lithuanian Economy 
Minister Julius Vesclka in an 
interview with AFP. 

The target seems realistic in 
the light of what was achieved 
in the second half of 1993 
following the introduction of 
the litas: Inflation in the 
second semester was 38 per 
cent compared to l.ltiU per 
cent in 1992. 

In January this year, for the 
first time wages rose in real 
terms faster than inflation. Mr. 
Veselka said. 

The currency is stable at 3.9 
litas for SI and the country has 
a trade surplus thanks largely 
to the reexport to Western 
countries of non-ferrous metals 
bought in the former Soviet 
republics and the sale of re- 
fined petroleum products from 
its Mazeikiai refinery. 

The official unemployment 
rate is under two per cent but 
Mr. Veselka estimated hidden 
unemployment at 20 per cent 
or even 25 per cent. He said 
this was an enexpected result 
of privatisation as workers who 
had become shareholders of 
their company were now refus- 
ing to let unprofitable firms be 
dosed or their workforce cut 
down. 

Western diplomats in Vil- 
nius said many people were 


engaged in unregistered jobs in 
what they called a "grey area” 
of the economy. Some flew to 
Turkey or the United Emirates 
on a regular basis to bring back 
cloth or video recorders for 
sale here. 

Mr. Veselka said this kind of 
unofficial work might account 
for up to 3ft per cent of econo- 
mic activity. 

Privatisation of farming has 
led to a sharp decline in agri- 
cultural output. The collective 
farms have disappeared and 
former peasants who had gone 
to work in the cities have re- 
turned to take over small 
farms. They are deeply 
attached to their land but have 
neither the means nor the 
know-how to make the farms 
profitable, a diplomat said. 

Lithuania would welcome 
foreign investment and could 
put it to good use. But Western 
investors have been slow to 
take up the opportunity ol 
reasons Mr. Veselka bluntly 
blamed on the "primitive 
nationalism" of his compat- 
riots. 

In 1993, he said hie govern- 
ment had spent only S4.UGU on 
advertisements to attract 
potential investors. 

What is more, the author- 
ities cannot always be relied on 
to keep agreements made with 
foreign groups. In Vilnius, the 
large Hotel Lietuva had been 
sold to the U.S. group Cam- 
bridge for S10 million under a 
letter of intent which provided 
for additional investments of 
S15.5 million in the future. 

the authorities signed (he 
letter of intent then revoked 
the sale. 


Israeli financial markets 
shaken by series of scandal 



Indian exports rise 20% 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian expons grew 19.93 per cent in the 
first eight months of the current fiscal year to hit S15.0 billion, the 
government has said. The increased expon earnings in April- 
December were matched by a decline in imports, which fell to 
$16.41 billion from $16.63 billion in the corresponding period of 
1992. the commerce ministry said. The trade gap consequently 
narrowed to $731.65 million, a steep fall from the $3.5 billion 
deficit in April- December 1992. it said. Indian industry has been 
looking to outside markets as it emerges from a domestic 
recession, taking advantage of the fully-convertible rupee intro- 
duced on the trade account last year. 


TEL AVIV (AFPl — Inves- 
tigations. scandals and trials 
involving securities dealers and 
the country's biggest banks 
have shaken Israel's financial 
markets as they've never been 

shaken before. 

The Tel /V.iv stock market 
has plummeted H>.n per cent 
since the start of the month, 
hack to its September level. 1: 
plunged a spectacular 5.3V per 
cent Thursday atone this week, 
pulling down Israeli shares 
listed in New York by five per 
cent. 

"Stock market crisis” was 
one headline in m.iss- 
circuiation Israeli daily 

Ycdiot Aharonot Friday as u 
pointed to the possibility of a 
temporary closure of the 
bourse. 

The daily Haaretz com- 
mented that "the crisis suf- 
fered by financial institutions i> 
unprecedented, as it is ex- 
plained solely by investors' loss 
of confidence in the market's 
dominant institutions and has 
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been ,ju.'stio:»c J r v r* 

Rumors :h::t the ir.vestiua- 
!iki iinpiic.irrJ D-mte '"ij :rt\c:.- 

l-ii* :;.iu pc: i-*, On ' :iii J> made a 

net vi. us i:..::ke; ever, more 
nervous 

TSie sj n re Jjv i>>r:r.c: c.ecu* 
rr.es nt the cou.T.r-. tour big- 
gest bank i were :■ ur*d juts:*, of 
"traudulerr managrmcr.i'' that 
led to a disastrous .•.••.apse in 


bank shares and then to the 
October |9S.s crash. 

The lour hanks had artifi- 
cially boosted their own stock 
prices by buying their shares 
under ihc table, with the treas- 
ury's tacit approval. 

The crash wiped out $7 bil- 
lion in stock values and the 
treasury had to pick up the tab 
by buying up the bank shares 

to avoid national bunkruptev. 

The Isrjeli banks are the 
government's mam creditors, 
and they buy indexed govern- 
ment bonds en bloc. 

Only the Discount Bank 
among the “big four" is con- 
trolled by private interests. 
Lcunii is controlled by the Jew- 
ish Agency. Hapoulim by the 
Histadrui labour confedera- 
tion. and Hamizrahi by ihe 
National Religious Party. 

The Tel Aviv stock market, 
sporting average daily volume 
on the order of Sl.’M million, 
has rocketed upward by son 
per cent since 1 9X9. thanks 



particular!) to the ;:ic: th.if 
bourse profits a«e iMiit&ntdln 
Israel — while sn.-jtav. uvetm 
hit 5ft per cent. if. 

Ljie m rhe week.-K^uUe'm 
Israel director JacobiiFTlriket 
called for iegisiafioibt.'O- ,' be- 
ulaie the financial ryjrrotu re- 
minding the couniTXu^habJhc 
1983 crash had beesr^.i oaiicn- 
al disaster." j 

.-I . . _ 

Finance Mmiste^ _ Av'ilsh 'i:n 
Shohat said the bi.r^^ri'^.^.i- 
viciion would specs,* 
plication of such ieT~ , h?:d‘: r :>.s 
well as privatis.ir:. 1 '’ " or’^e 
banks. - 

Economic expert^ ts.icliVNae 
the positive aspecS 1 .■? ^"cri- 
sis. which will maklffa 
In force sounder ■j’-'.v. ‘ 1 .vn 

the market. rtr-s- tc: 

"The Jizzvina. :l<: o: n p’r : v *ys 
was not jusiiiied v^v.’p e'^acaay . 
And in ihe final [a ‘ssG^.cJe 
crisis will give thc^vrour^j' a 
sense of reali:* i'^TH^nociic 
commentator Sc*. «k f .Vivi»fecr 
said on radio. "'' .. .1 
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Etisalat ‘93 profits rise to $310 million 


ABU DHABI (R) — The tele- 
communications firm Etisalat. 
the largest publicly -held com- 
pany in the United Arab Emi- 
rates. said profits rose eight 
per cent to 1.14 billion dirhams 
(S310 million) in 1993. 

The official news agency 
WAM quoted an Etisalat state- 
ment Saturday as saying the 
1993 profit represents about 96 
per cent of paid-up capital of 


i.5 billion JirhaiT.--. 
lion i 

It said the Ct-rur 
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the government, leads activity 
in the UAH's unofficial stock 
market. They now trade at 975 
dirhams iS265]. 

Etisalat has approved ex- 
penditure of l.' 7 billion 
dirhams (S4t>3 million i foi 
1994. almost double spending 
in 1993. 

On Friday WAM quroed 
General Manager Ali Saleh A1 
Owais as saying Etisalat was 


w. 


aiming to have its cwr^j^ei'ite 
in orbit and v.oi^'^ii-suc:: a 
tender to build i: 
studies due in the Mhf^iubbr 
of this year confir/nce L-.w as 
viable. He said in .'.*r.j*a7V rtiie 
satellite would c-vs;:i-. mjj. 
lion. mr.vltt" 

The company has 
ly on tclecommunicat^tv-scr- 
vices in the L AE buf.^^^ril 
lifted a ban on equipr;:?:?^ wli-s 
by other companies.-’/ 


Oman sees new company tax raising $ 60 m in 


MUSCAT (R) — Oman ex- 
pects to earn 23 million Omani 
riyals ($60 million) in 1994 
from a new tax on companies 
wholly-owned by Omanis, an 
official said Saturday. 

"Oman expects the volume 
of tax raised this year to be 23 
million Omani riyals following 
the imposition... of the tax 
law." said a statement bv 


Suleiman Em Muhanna A! 
Adawi. general director of 
taxes -st the finance ministry. 

"Our country expects to in- 
crease that figure in the costing 
years." he a-id.-J 

Oman. ar. oil exporter trying 
to develop other sources of 
income, has decreed new taxes 
effective Jan. i on wholly 
Omani-owned mdusiria! and 


trading companies, previously 
exempt from tax. 

The new law says most such 
companies with annual re- 
venues of over 3O.UO0 Omani 
rivals (S78.00) are to pay tax of 
between five and 7.5 per cent 
of total income. 

Companies of mixed Omani- 
foreign or wholly foreign own- 
ership are already subject to 


l.iCpD* Ji: 

taxation. ■ beri ??izzc 

■Mr. Adawi said. t hi du>iMrs 
of any company t:yjr-ci*fllr-.«.'id 
tax would face 5c9ft*&iyal 
( S 1 3 .Ot'iM ) fine or fix:*/ \ cars ,jiif I . 
or both. :joI- 

Oman's 1994 hvnAjlri- 
dicied govern meri^^varfufes 
for the year of J-.T-rS biUion 
riyals (S5.3 billiom— 
cent from oil 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG. AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDMG. OOOR-lo 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DE LIVER] ES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AAfl IN KAMA* A SONS 

JtL 604676 6(1469*. 






FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished 

For more details call- 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 8 10605/X 10609/8 10520 
Fax: 810520 




Simply, The Best 
Value in Amman 
It— 


Bookings 
613572/630571 

Jabal Amman 
2nd Circle _ 

— ffi 


The i >n ly Reslaii rani dial 
Offers real chiiu-sc .X Xrahie 
Specialities uiult-r urn- rimf 



Kverv night uiili live music 
"Anti win can ilancc Im 11! " 
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J? Restaurant Vlfof 
%ji Artistic Ambiance 


Valentino 

' I £ IT A II H 1 I t 
JABM. AUUAN rmST cmCLE 
OPPOSITE TMC DUOI BIBASSV 7 CL. 6S4203 


^ CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

O r cn Jmly 12-0U-1.M) 

p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight / 


&. m HJr 

^'iiiall i7Vi.il I 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


120 

Authentic 

Chinese dishes, 
horn ali great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China 
htputd by oar 
Cbtest chefs 
Open daily lor 
lunch & dmner 
Take «my terriees 
Jaoal Ai Hussan 
Ministry of Trade 
& tndustnai Rd 
TfliL 193004 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS?* 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVAL'S'” ' C 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INf=ORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICE^ 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDANS t '•/ 
TEL : 521 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 27Qj li q,-;..V J i. 
PEACE BUILDING- JA8AL LWEJSDEHii HJ d:£. 
AMMAN -JORDAN 
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Jordan 
Times 


Cali tel: 




Andalusian \ | 

If tar S 

or a la carte D::u&r 


667171 ext 223 


SZECHWAN SARBEN5 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Open //DO ■ /JO 1 ti.U0 ■ Mrdmfi! \ 

Take away is available 

Sm: At-Arab Street 
Um UlKtiivn Commercial Cenre 

Tel.: 861174 

Cnee Tasted Always Lewd 4 

ml ; - — j pJr h 


Jabal Amman 3rd ^ 

B 


The first & faesi 
Chinese Be staur^nt 
in Jordan 


v J'jsgjr," 

Take away ts 

■, -si; zr'j 

open ' 

Tel. 63&9t:c : 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sbtm 30% larger 

• From enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. unndlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


The First dais Hotel In 
Amman that hat a 
Kitchenette In every room-J 
“Satellite TV. Reception" 


HAINITEL 

|U2<|I|I= 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P. 0 Box 9403 - Fa P32434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




Wc try harder. 



699-420 


BEAUTY CENfRS 

Hairstylin^ 

hair removiiJ j 
with hot wa{< j 
and Arabi gr^kyH 
Manicure, 

'j and faciatsrH 

j SweifiefT, 1 

; opposite Beskov 
i Frie d Ch icken.: 
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19<sleeping ANC youths killed 
in S. Africa’s worst massacre 


DUN tf-l'VJ . South Africa 
( A“ienuV») — Gunmen shot 
andTT.'th’qoJ to death M sleep- 
insr-rVNCi supporter** — 12 of 
th&?To7Phs — in South Afri- 

i - L v — r . 

ca •f 5 t«»f'r 1 i>.m.is>.£!crtf this year. 
Afwswiv^ttumal Congress 
l A’NSl ’ft I id a Is said. 

jpSlra; spokesman said un- 
iden iitied gunmen with 3uto« 
m2rtt’‘kir&>ns shot the group 
of ;, K'5t]Jp > i ti>bed them as they 
slcpfjiff af* abandoned house in 
sotfflVeW i final province early 
Sawft&y™‘ i; 

First reports showed that 12 
of thif'^Wns were aged from 
1 2 - 1 + £?. the spokesman said. 

■Rfe'dlbiiSJ 1- ANC Chairman 
Hafft'&SJlii told the South 
AFrrcan-'Press Association 
the victims were 
A W'trttrrbers preparing for a 
vorcr.Sedc^tion workshop in 
the”^i‘3i , ^iieab of April's first- 
alK*f5w Elections. 

NJr.- <3^r;jfd‘s deputy. Zibuse 
MfibJ^'^fifieared to blame sup- 
3TtVrs" isr 3 . 1 the rival Inkatha 


porters”© 

Fr«boSPjpijrty (IFP) when he 
toM'”SA?"A'' the attack was 
mbtlwsrf hv^those who don't 
waor^pf^^e ' to vote." 

The ’’^xTu-dominaied pro- 
vince of hia tal has been at the 
cefrtfe' c^f^anflici between In- 
ka'fh'i , ' , H;ti i J -by Chief Man- 
gosuihu #, &jrtieIezi and the 
Ai^Tio^^Ison Mandela. 

and three chil- 
dren; slain in a similar 
m£&5£rc .pi' The Natal town of 
Ricfiftf trite' ■two weeks ago. 

Mr.r^ffiitfielezi is boycotting 
thej'Apffl 26-28 elections while 
thd'AN^Pwhich is likely to win 
an'oyenjil majority, is cam- 
pa iS nYn‘f w Sard fo r su ppo r t 
among the six million Zulus. 
who-a re --&tf -country's biggest 
ethnic sre-up^ 


Mr. Buthelezi seeks virtual 
autonomy in the traditional 
Zulu homeland that comprises 
most of Natal province us well 
as a return to the traditional 
Zulu monarchy under King 
Goodwill Zwdithini. 

State radio said the youths 
killed Saturday had been col- 
lecting money for voter educa- 
tion and had made an informal 
camp in an abandoned hut. 

Voter education for the 
watershed election is supposed 
to be in the hands of the 
independent electoral commis- 
sion. 

Foreign governments have 
donated millions of dollars to a 
variety of South African agen- 
cies committed to non-partisan 
voter education. 

Mr. Mandela announced 
wide-ranging political conces- 
sions Wednesday in a bid to 
draw Mr. Buthelezi and the 
right-wing Freedom alliance of 
black and white federalists, in- 
cluding Inkatha. into the elec- 
tion.. 

Mr. Buthelezi had rejected 
the concessions, however, and 
independent Radio 702 quoted 
him Friday as saying that even 
if he was persuaded to accept 
the deal it was too late to start 
campaigning for the poll. 

He vowed earlier this week 
to allow the ANC to campaign 
in Natal in return for the right 
to have his own supporters 
campaign for a boycott of the 
election. 

Campaigning is well under 
way for the election of a gov- 
ernment of national unity and 
an all-race parliament that will 
also write a post-apartheid 
constitution for South Africa. 

Government. Inkatha and 


ANC politicians have ail com- 
plained of intimidation and 
programmes to buy electoral 
support. 

Reacting to the massacre. 
Law and Order Minister Her- 
nus Kriel Saturday urged poli- 
tical leaders to control their 
followers to lessen tension at 
grassroots level in the run-up 
to the election. 

The killings were "yet 
another indication that levels 
of political intolerance and in- 
timidation have reached very 
dangerous levels." he said. 

One of Mr. Buthelezi’s allies 
in the Freedom Alliance. Pres- 
ident Lucas Mangope of the 
nominally - independent 
Bophutatswana tribal home- 
land. said Saturday he believed 
a negotiated settlement was 
still possible with the ANC. 

But if no solution was 
reached, the territory would 
remain “the independent Re- 
public of Bophutatswana" and 
would ’'fight fire with fire" if 
there was any attempt to des- 
tabilise it. he said. 

Gen. Mangope. who has not 
registered to take pan in the 
election, told a special con- 
gress of his Bophutatswana 
Christian Democratic Party 
that if the concessions ir was 
demanding were made 
“Bophutatswana will sign on 
and commit itself unreservedly 
to the process." 

Bophutatswana and another 
member of the alliance, the 
white right-wing Afrikaner 
Volksfront. are holding talks 
with the ANC on the conces- 
sions announced Wednesday. 

President F.W. De Klerk 
said Friday he doubted dissent- 
ing groups would immediately 


accept African National Con- 
gress proposals to bring them 
into the nation's first uil-race 
election. 

"I don't think there is reason 
at the moment to be confident 
about that. Mr. De Klerk told 
reporters covering his cam- 
paign swing through small 
towns north of Cape Town on 
the nation's west coast. 

But he said a series of meet- 
ings involving his National Par- 
ty government, the ANC and 
members of the opposition 
Freedom Alliance could yield 
results over the weekend. 

“I -think there is an open 
door." Mr. De Klerk said, 
adding rhat he believed the 
proposals announced Wednes- 
day by Mr. Mandela address 
"the core and the heart of what 
is of concern to the Freedom 
Alliance.” 

Threats from the Freedom 
Alliance to boycott South Afri- 
ca elections and go to war 
should not be given too much 
weight. Mr. Mandela said Fri- 
day. 

Mr. Mandela, speaking to 
journalists at the end of a 
two-day visit to the Nether- 
lands. said the threats of vio-. 
lence from black and white 
parties in the Alliance were 
greatly exaggerated, and it was 
not in a position to go to war. 

The ANC leader, said: "We 
must not exaggerate the im- 
portance of the organisations 
in the Freedom Alliance. We 
don't even think that they have 
the capacity to conduct a civil 
war." 

He did not believe the 
boycott threat was final, but 
even if ir was carried out it 
would not stop the election 
process. 
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M^Xealand 

WAiSiKSfoN (Agencies) 
— jpeT^ijed States said Fri- 
day: it.. wg^upgrading contacts 
witi^e^/^ealand which were 
restricted *.v?ven years ago in a 
dispute, ojgr nuclear policy. 

Ttf£%ftjjncement. made in 
a statement issued by the State 
DepH£ti{iei3t ; stressed that 
wh^lj^Clinton administra- 
tion' has -decided to resume 
senjac-leM^contacts. the step 
did"if£t. ? piean restoration of 
U.S.’. dgicj^e obligations to 
Ne4t iS^an'd. 

E&j~dearly. the new position 
is designed; to move the two 
countries" oack towards more 
no rmal ties. 

Since 1987. Washington has 
restricted political, military 
and seour|ty contacts as a result 
of New Zealand’s adoption of 
legislation preventing U.S. 
Nafy vessels and military air- 
craft from visiting that country. 

l?S- defence obligations 
under ^ANZUS (Australia. 
New Zealand. United States) 
trefcy^jj^e. also been sus- 
perideiT since : then. 

In its siaremenr, the State 
Department said that in recent 
mn Mhs administration re- 
viewed its policy and agreed to 
cop rirru e-rr press for a change 
in She legislation “while recog- 
nising that o ur two countries 
haj-e imp-onant business to 
cohdu£TjT:#tside the area of 
deje n<;e $ Jfanons. " 

fTo advahee rhat goal, we 
hair decided to restore senior- 
leNjcl contacts between U.S. 
offcials ^ ith their strategic and 
bri'ad liflfidrjtv matters." it 
saijl. u .|, ,-fj * 

fhe 'd^pvarfment noted that 
thd [vmj isgi^Ttries have enjoyed 
elepe relations over most of 
thf. ceajigfy. have fought 
toSsthe continually every ma- 
joceoRfllfil Share fundamental 
va*ue> „.id have worked 
toiih<irflLWselv in the U.N. 
Security,- VASuncil and in suc- 
ceifui ■'world trade talks. 

'JCur’jEIeiision to restore 
seitor- level contacts does not 
signify a restoration of our 
pr&iouwaj&ance with New 
ZesianJr%gtler ANZUS nor 
do?s it j, foreshadow adjust- 
me b.ivj.tL .vther aspects of our 
preaSsEEsec u ri I y cooperation 
thal'havr been curtailed." it 
said. f 

”Ii isff out hope that- our 
decision i.* upgrade contacts 
with N<& . Zealand... will lead 
over tinfe i i resolution of the 
issues tHa: impede restoration 
of the aii:j relationship which 
our two- co jin tries enjoyed be- 
fore !9-S7. "ithe statement said. 

Preside,:! Bill Clinton has 
made improved economic and 
poPricaUtieji with Asia and the 
Pacific d hrfllmark of his admi- 
nistraiit , w rJ ’ r 


Study questions Pentagon’s 
ability to fight 2 wars 


WASHINGTON fR) — The 
U.S. military would be hard 
pressed today to win two major 
regional conflicts at once be- 
cause of problems in getting 
troops to war and managing 
them on the battlefield. 3 Pen- 
tagon study has suggested. 

The’ interim* Report, "re- 
leased by a group of retired 
senior officers, said- defence 
preparedness was "adequate”. 
But they urged the Pentagon to 
put more emphasis on the abil- 
ity of the army. navy, air force 
and Marines to cooperate in 
battle. 

Defence Secretary William 
Perry and Army General John 
Shaiikasftvili. chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, told re- 
porters they were already mov- 
ing to address the problems, 
including improvements in air- 
lift and sealift of troops and 
finding out how to measure 
future war-fighting ability. 

Retired General Edward 
Myer, head of the task force 
appointed last year by former 
Defence Secretary Les Aspin 
to study readiness, was asked if 
the Pentagon had reached its 
post-cold war goal of being 
able to fight and win two re- 
gional wars virtually at once. 

“The answer from the task 
force would be that we know 
several areas that we have 
looked at — and it says so right 
in the paper — that wouid 
make it difficult for the U.S. to 
do that at this time.” said Gen. 
Myer. 

Mr. Perry told a press con- 
ference that the department 
needed to develop better ways 


to measure the future fighting 
ability to the military, especial- 
ly at a time of shrinking 
budgets. 

Gen. Myer, who plans to 
release a final report in May. 
said that C-4I (command, con- 
trol. communications, compu- 
ters and intelligence) and 
strategic lift were two' areas 
where improvements were 
needed. 

The navy is currently build- 
ing a fleet of transport ships for 
heavy weapons and troops, 
and the air force is pushing 
hard for the troubled McDon- 
nell Douglas Corp. C-17 cargo 
plane to address mobility prob- 
lems rhat arose in the 199J 
Gulf War. 

Mr. Perry said the defence 
Department and Congress 
were on the same track to- 
wards spending more money 
on military operations and 
maintenance — a key factor in 
readiness — in the 1995 fiscal 
year beginning next Oct. 1 next 
even as total defence spending 
is being cut. 

Gen. Shalikashvili praised 
the work by the retired officers 
despite initial anguish express- 
ed by the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
last year when Mr. Aspin 
appointed the retired panel 
without first informing active 
duty military leaders. 

Gen. Myer is a former army 
chief of staff. Other retired 
senior officers serving on the 
panel include two from the 
army, two from the navy, one 
from the air force, one from 
the Marine Corps and one 
from army National Guard. 


Reynolds: Attacks will not 
derail Ulster peace drive 


LONDON (R) — Irish leader 
Albert Reynolds Saturday 
pledged that renewed 1 R A 
attacks would not derail his 
faltering quest for peace in 
Northern Ireland with British 
Prime Minister John Major. 

But his London talks with 
Mr. Major were overshadowed 
by a rash of suspected IRA fire 
bomb attacks on stores in the 
British capital that were clearly 
timed as a warning signal to the 
two leaders. 

Before meeting Mr. Major 
at his Downing Street residence 
in London. Mr. Reynolds was 
strikingly upbeat — despite the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) 
killing of a policeman in Bel- 
fast. a flurry of Protestant 
sectarian attacks and the Lon- 
don firebomb blirz. 

“I think there has been quite 
considerable progress." Mr. 
Reynolds said of peace pros- 
pects since he and Mr. Major 
agreed a joint declaration in 
December that sought to end 
one of the world's longest- 
running guerrilla conflicts. 

Firebombs were set off in 
seven London stores early 
Saturday morning. No one was 
injured and the fires were 
quickly put out. Detectives 


said they bore all the hallmarks 
of a concerted IRA attack. 

Fires broke out in seven 
central London stores Satur- 
day in a suspected IRA fire- 
bomb blitz. 

Police said the early morning 
fires in the Oxford Street. Rejem 
Street and Charing Cross Road 
centra] shopping district bore 
all the hallmarks of incendiary 
attacks by the Irish Republican 
Army. 

No one was injured and the 
fires were quickly pul out but a 
large area of central London 
was sealed off before dawn. 

Damage at most of the 
stores, including Liberty's, was 
restricted to water damage 
from sprinkler systems, but a 
newsagent's shop was gutted 
by fire. 

Anti-terrorist police were 
called to the scene of the fires 
which followed an upsurge of 
guerrilla violence in Northern 
Ireland this week. No group 
immediately claimed responsi- 
bility for the incendiaries. 

The Irish Republican Army, 
battling to oust Britain from 
Northern Ireland, has been 
offered a place at the negotiat- 
ing table within three months if 
.> i.i>> iiuu'i .is arms. 



South African President F.W. De Klerk waves to 
supporters in the rural town of Vredcnburg in the 


Western Cape during an election roadshow in the 
build up fo the April elections fAFP photo) 


Tensions rise as N. Korea delays 
visas for IAEA nuclear inspectors 


Mexican' 
peace talks 

begin today 

SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS 
CASAS.’ Mexico (R) — The 
Mexican government's peace 
envoy and Maya Indian rebels 
will meet Sunday in the begin- 
ning of what is expected to be a 
long peace process aimed at 
ending a blood uprising in the 
southern state of Chiapas. 

The peace envoy will gather 
with representatives of the 
Zapatista National Liberation 
Army (EZLN) somewhere in 
Chiapas, then move to a still 
undisclosed location for formal 
peace talks Monday. 

The beginning of negotia- 
tions. pursued by the peace 
envoy for weeks and finally 
agreed to by the rebels, over- 
comes the first of what are 
expected to many hurdles to 
ending the seven-week-old up- 
rising. 

The talks will focus on 
poverty and repression in 
Chiapas, but the prickly issue 
of national political reforms 
also hangs over the negotiating 
table. 

The rebels, who stunned the 
nation by declaring war on the 
army on New Year's Day and 
seizing control of a huge chunk 
of mountain and jungle terri- 
tory. are demanding land re- 
form. democracy and an end to 
the repression of indigenous 
peoples. 

In response, the peace envoy 
is expected to offer a “new 
deal" for impoverished Maya 
Indians who have stuck at the 
bottom of the social ladder 
since the Spanish conquest 
almost SUfl years ago. 

While government officials 
have pledged to put more 
money into Chiapas, it is not 
clear what else they can offer 
and no major breakthroughs 
are expected in the first round 


SEOUL (AFP) — Tensions 
over an agreed resumption of 
inspections of North Korean 
nuclear sites rose Saturday as 
an International Atomic Ener- 
gy Agency (IAEA) team re- 
mained in Vienna without visas 
five days after Pyongyang had 
approved its mission. 

The agreement Tuesday by 
the isolated Communist regime 
in North Korea, which is sus- 
pected of running a coven nuc- 
lear arms programme, had 
been greeted with relief in 
Washington and Seoul, where 
memories of the 1950-55 Ko- 
rean War are still painful. 

It also appeared to have 
averted a possible crisis days 
before a crucial IAEA board 
of governors meeting in Vien- 
na Monday, faring the pros- 
pect of referring the deadlock- 
ed inspection programme to 
the United Nations Security 
Council for possible economic 
sanctions against Pyongyang. 

Hans Meyer, an IAEA 
spokesman in Vienna, said no 
visas had arrived Saturday, 
adding that they would prob- 
ably not be issued prior to 
Monday's meeting. 

"It is clear that had our 
inspectors been able to leave 
(for North Korea) as of Sun- 
day. that would have had a 
positive influence" on the 
IAEA meeting. Meyer said. • * 

But sources close to the . , 


IAEA in Vienna said the 
board was likely ro adopt a* 
low-key approach to the dead- 
lock pending the inspectors' 
mission. 

The IAEA was forced to 
suspend its programme last 
February. Pyongyang, which 
aggravated the standoff in 
March by threatening to quit 
the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty, has in the interim repe- 
atedly refused to authorise the 
programme's resumption and 
threatened war if sanctions are 
imposed. 

Tuesday's agreement co- 
vered only seven declared 
sites, but was seen as the first 
breakthrough in the standoff. 

Two undeclared sites, at 
Yongbyong. north of Pyon- 
gyang. are described by the 
North as non-nuclear military 
installations beyond the pur- 
view of the IAEA, but where 
Western military experts be- 
lieve a nuclear weapons prog- 
ramme is based. 

It was hoped renewed in- 
spections would open the way 
for the IAEA to persuade 
Pyongyang to allow access to 
those sites. 

The IAEA's main priority 
during what has been flagged 
as a two-ro three-week inspec- 
tion tour is to verify that no 
radioactive material from the 
seven sites — declared by 
Pyongyang as civilian installa- 


tions — has been transferred to 
arms production. 

IAEA spokesman David 
Kyd said the agency was cer- 
tain Pyongyang has produced 
more plutonium than it has 
declared, but that it is not sure 
this constituted sufficiency for 
a nuclear bomb. 

South Korean Foreign 
Minister Han Sung-Joo who 
rushed to Washington last 
week to confer with U.S. offi- 
cials ahead of Monday's meet- 
ing expressed his unease Fri- 
day. 

When asked if he thought 
Pyongyang could simply be 
playing games with the world 
community, he told CNN Tele- 
vision: "We are all asking that 
question.” 

'‘First we have to see 
whether there is any genuine 
possibility of making progress 
on this problem... -and then 
find out for sure that they are 
not interested in resolving this 
question, then we'll have to 
respond accordingly.” 

U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher reaffirmed in 
Washington Thursday U.S. 
commitment to ensuring a non- 
nuclear Korean peninsula 

Meanwhile. Pyongyang re- 
newed its charge Friday that 
South Xorea intended to build 
nuclear weapons with pluto- 
nium from nuclear reactors. 


Truce accord reached in Karabakh fighting 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Azerbaijan, Armenia and 
Nagorno-Karabakh reached 
agreement on a ceasefire in the 
six-year-old war over control 
of the Armenian enclave inside 
Azerbaijan. 

The ITAR-TASS news 
agency said the agreement was 
reached in Moscow during 
talks mediated by Russian De- 
fence Minister Pavel Grachev 
and attended by the defence 
ministers of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan and a negotiator 
from the enclave. 

The participants signed a 
protocol on the ceasefire, but it 
must still be signed by the 
political leadership of the three 
sides before it can be im- 
plemented and a date set for 
the truce to begin, Russian 
television said. 

Gen. Grachev said the ceas- 
efire should be implemented in 
two stages, first the signing of 
the agreement by the leaders 
of all sides, then the pullback 
of the warring forces. 

More than 15.000 people 
have been killed and a million 
have become refugees in the 
battle for control of Nagorno- 
Karabakh after the mainly 
Armenian population of the 
endave began a campaign for. 
independence in 1988. 

Defence officials in 
Nagorno-Karabakh reported 


heavy fighting Friday after 
Armenian troops repelled an 
Azerbaijani offensive in the 
Omar Pass region of the moun- 
tainous enclave. 

The offidals said Azerbaijan 
suffered hundreds of casual- 
ties. and Armenian forces were 
.in complete control of the 
area. 

Azerbaijan said Friday that 
Armenian forces shot down 
two Azeri warplanes over the 
disputed territory of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

A Defence Ministry spokes- 
man in the capital Baku said a 
MiG-21 fighter was hit near 
Kelhaiar. a rown in northwest- 
ern Azerbaijan which was 
seized by Armenians in 1992. 
The pilot's fate was not known. 

A second plane, the type of 
which was not identified, was 
shot down in Karabakh Friday, 
the spokesman said. 

Armenian Defence Ministry 
spokesman Gagik Martoyan 
said earlier Armenian forces 
shot down an Azeri Sukhoi 
SU-24 ground-attack plane 
which strayed into the coun- 
try's airspace on a bombing 
mission. 

Mr. Martoyan said it was 
one of two planes which cros- 
sed into Armenia's eastern dis- 
trict of Vardeniz near 
Nagorno-Karabakh. The 
second intruder, a SU-25 re- 


connaissance plane, turned 
back to Azerbaijan. 

He said the SU-24 pilot, 
whom he named as Marat 
Ishkinovich and said was a 
Tatar mercenary from Kyrgyz- 
stan, was captured. 

Thousands of people have 
been killed in six years of 
fighting over Karabakh. which 
was awarded to Azerbaijan by 
the Kremlin in J923. The terri- 
tory has been under local 
Armenian control since last 
year when the last Azeris were 
driven out. 

Karabakh Armenians, with 
military and political support 
from Armenia, have also cut 
off the northwestern and 
southwestern corners of Azer- 
baijan and seized large swathes 
of Azeri territory near its bor- 
der with Iran. 

The terms and timetable of 
the ceasefire had yet to be 
negotiated. Interfax News 
Agency said. This would be 
followed by withdrawal of all 
“foreign” troops and merce- 
naries. The third stage would 
be an exchange of prisoners, 
the agency said. 

Russia has become in- 
creasingly active in peace 
negotiations. Azeri officials 
said Moscow was offering Rus- 
sian troops in a peacekeeping 
role in Karabakh but wanted to 
use a radar station in northern 
Azerbaijan in return. 


U.S. attacks Greek move against Macedonia 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) - The 
State Department has again 
expressed displeasure with 
Greece’s closing of Macedo- 
nia's main trade route, urging 
the two sides to negotiate their 
dispute. 

Spokesman Michael McCur- 
ry said the United States has 
"very strongly expressed our 
deep concern to the Greek 
government specifically for the 
action they've taken... It 
serves no purpose for either 
country to engage in that type 
of activity." 

He referred to Greece’s 
order Wednesday, closing its 
northern port of Salonica to all 
goods bound for landlocked 
Macedonia except for food and 
medicine. 

“We don’t think it’s in the 
interest of either country to try 
to resolve their differences 
through trade restrictions or 
embargoes." McCurry said 
addressing the spat over Mace- 
donia's name for the second 
straight day. 


“Our view is that there's a 
preferred path, and that's 
negotiation, and that's the one 
that we’re urging on both gov- 
ernments.” 

Greece objects to Macedo- 
nia’s name and national sym- 
bol and accuses it of having 
territorial ambitions over the 
northern Greek province of 
Macedonia. 

Greece has said it is going to 
continue its embargo until the 
former Yugoslav republic gives 
up the name Republic of 
Macedonia. The United States 
and most European nations 
have recognised the new state 
under the compromise title: 
Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia. . 

Reports from the Macedonian 
capital. Skopje, said that long 
lines have been forming at 
shops and gasoline stations 
since Greece's action. 

In an attempt to bypass the 
embargo. Macedonian officials 
reportedly have contacted Bul- 


garia and asked to move sup- 
plies through the Black Sea 
port of Buigas, a more distant 
and expensive route. 

On Friday. Albanian Fore- 
ign Minister Afred Serreqi 
offered Macedonia the use of 
the Albanian port of Dunres to 
circumvent the embargo. 

Durres is 180 kilometres 
from Macedonia, but Alba- 
nia's roads arc in poor condi- 
tion. 

Transport officials from Tur- 
key, Bulgaria, Albania and Ita- 
ly and Macedonia told journal- 
ists they had agreed on a road 
and rail link to the former 
Yugoslav republic, which 
would be coordinated in the 
Bulgarian capital. 

The creation of such a corri- 
dor was an "urgent necessity" 
after Greece's decision, Bul- 
garia’s Deputy Transport 
Minister Yorgo Sundovski said 
at a press conference. 

A European Union (EU) 
spokesman said experts at the 
executive EU commission are 


to study the impact of the 
Greek decision, which could 
breach community Jaws on free 
trade with a third state, and it 
will be discussed by the 12 
European Union foreign 
ministers at their meetine 
Monday. 

Belgian Foreign Minister 
Willy Claes, attending a meet- 
ing in Athens of the EU 
“troika’* of past, present and 
future EC presidents — Bel- 
gium, Greece and Germany — 
said the blockade was “naturally 
in contradiction" with the 
Maastricht Treaty on Euro- 
pean Union. 

But Greek European Affairs 
Minister Theodore Pangalos 
swiftly rejected the criticism, 
saying his government’s deci- 
sion “conformed with Euro- 
pean law.” 

German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kmkel. also attending 
the troika meeting, had earlier 
demanded Greece immediate- 
ly hft its trade embargo of its 
land-locked neighbour 



Spy magazine 
closes after no 
buyer is found 

NEW YORK (R) — Spy, a 
satirical magazine whose 
savaging of public figures in- 
cluded covers showing first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton 
as a leather-clad dominatrix- 
and tough-guy actor Bruce 
Willis pregnant, dosed Friday. 
After a months-Jong search for ■ 
a buyer, assistant editor Carol . 
Vinzant said the editorial staff 
was called together late Friday, 
afternoon and told by the- 
acting publisher that the eight-.* 
year-old monthly magazine 
would no longer publish. “I 
started to cry. other people 
started to cry,” Ms. Vinzant - 
said, adding that in recent - 
weeks there had been renewed 
hope that a buyer would be 
found for the privately owned 
magazine. Spy, which bad a cir- 
culation last year of 194,000, 
used flashy graphics, heavy, 
gossip and sometimes out- 
rageous covers to lure its read- 
ers. One cover featured a su- 
perimposed photograph of first 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton's" 
head on the body of a leather- 
dad dominatrix. The caption 
was: "What Hillary problem?" 
Another cover had a 
computer-generated rendering 
of a pregnant Bruce Willis — 
satirising the Vanity Fair cover 
of the actor's wife, Demi 
Moore, who was pictured nude 
when she was almost nine 
months pregnant. 

U.S. women get 
access to RU-486 
via London 

NEW YORK (R) — After six 
years, American women have 
finally won the right to use the 
RU-486 abortion pill but they . 
will have to buy a plane ticket 
to London, pay for a hotel and 
a $500 fee to do it. Iii yet 
another twist in the long, emo- 
tional controversy ove^ abqir- 
tioh and the pill that many 
claim simplifies the procedure, 
the Marie Stupes Health Clinic m 
London said it has finally won 
British Health Department 
approval for American women 
to use the pill at its London 
facilities. A spokeswoman for 
the clinic said in a telephone 
interview that she expected 
dozens of American women a, 
week to fly to. London to use., 
the pill under the dime's care 
for a cost of $500. Anti- . 
abortion groups called the de- 
cision a public relations stunt 
designed to promote what they' 
see as a potentially dangerous 
pill and to force it on the 
American market. But abor- 
tion rights advocates hailedthe 
decision as a major victory for ' 
American women who want 
abortions but do not want to 
undergo a possibly dangerous 
surgical procedure. 

India’s legendary 
’bandit queen’ 
released 

NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
legendary “bandit queen”, . 
jailed without trial since 1983 
on murder, kidnapping and 
robbery charges, was released 
Saturday. The Supreme Coart 
Friday ordered that Phoolan 
Devi be freed on parole after 
the newly elected government 
of northern Uttar Pradesh 
state said it would withdraw 
the charges. Ms. Phoolan was 
released after providing a bond 
of 50,000 rupees ($1,613). She 
went to a relative’s home 
where she will be given police 
protection. The court ordered 
the protection after Ms. 
Phoolan’s lawyer said she 
feared for her life and did not 
want to return to Uttar 
Pradesh. “We consider it. 
appropriate to release her on 
parole pending the disposal of 
applications moved by the T 
state government in various 
courts for withdrawal -of pro- ' 
secution against her,” the Sup- 
reme Court judges said. They 
said Ms. Phoolan, who was 23 
when she surrendered to police 
in February J983. should go 
free because she had spent 10 ’ 
years in prison without being 
tned on any of the 44 cases she 
faced. 

Law to castrate 
rapists put 
forward 

TALLAHASSEE, Florida 

(AFP) — a bill introduced 
here that calls for chemically 
castrating rapists with prior 
convictions has whipped up de- 
bate on how to put the brakes 
on crime in Florida'. Democra- - 
be Senator Robert Wexler has 
proposed prison for rapists ; 
convicted for the first tinre,- 
injecting Testosterone sup- 
pressing drugs the second. time, 
and the electric chair for a 
three-time offender. Taking a 
tougher stand against rapists 
was one aspect of an anti-crime 
package before both houses. 
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STUTTGART. Germany 
{ AFP) — Croatia's Goran Iva- 
nisevic upset Boris Becker’s 
ioroerback here Saturday, 
storming through to the final of 
rfie Stuttgart Open with a 3-6. 
6.j|.-6»3 viaory. 

Becker, tired after his 6-3. 
7-6 (7/4) win over German arch 
rival Michael Stich Fridy night, 
took the first set before bowing 
pressure from the number 
four seed. 

Banting hard in ihe second 
jet, Becker’s strength gave out 


in the fourth game after claw- 
ing back four break points. 

However, he will not be 
upset with his recent form, 
coming back from a seven- 
week break after the birth of 
his son. 

His J4ih world ranking will 
undoubtedly be boosted after 
he retained the Milan title last 
weekend. 

Ivanisevic will now face the 
winner of the match between 
Spain s Sergi Brugucra and 
Sweden’s Stefan Edberg. 
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TOKYO (AFP) — Brazilian 
veteran Zico. who helped 
launch Japan's first profession- 
al soccer league, said Saturday 
he is hanging up his boots 
because his mission is accom- 
plished- 

Zico denied he was infuri- 
ated about alleged refereeing 
favouritism which helped Ver- 
dy Kawasaki beat his Kashima 
Anders in the championship 
playoff of the inaugural J- 
Lcague season. 

“It has nothing to do with 
it.” Zico, 41 next month, told 
die Tokyo Chunichi sports 
newspaper. 

“Japan’s soccer culture has 
only a short history. In that 
sense. 1 am not sure whether 
ay intentions hav<^ been fully 
understood or not.” said the 
midfielder who came our of 
retirement to sign up for 
Kashima in 1991. 

Zico. who plaved in the 
1978. 1982 and 1986 World 
Cop. added, “Anyway. I have 
done my best in the past three 
years, and I am confident that I 
have left some mark, however 
small if may be.” 


“That is why I have decided 
on my retirement,” he said 
from Rio de Janeiro where he 
is on holiday. “My mission in 
Japan is accomplished.” 

Kashima’s management 
announced Monday Zico 
would leave the team when the 
first half of the 1994 J-League 
season ends June 18. 

But Zico’s older brother. 47- 
year-old Edu, was to pilot the 
team in the new season to start 
March 12. 

Zico said he would train 
youngsters at a soccer school to 
be opened in Rio de Janeiro in 
September and also continue 
supporting Hashima "from 
outside’’ after his retirement. 

His former international 
teammate Paulo Roberto Fal- 
cao is to quit Intemacional to 
become Japan's head coach. 

Japan failed ro reach the 
World Cup finals from the 
World Cup Asian zone under 
Dutchman Hans Ooft. “Falcao 
could have led Japan to a 
different result,” Zico said. 
“With Falcao, Japan will 
change 100 per cent. He's the 
best choice.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Halard revival shocks Maleeva 

PARIS (AFP) — Julie Halard clawed her way back from the 
book of defeat fifth-seed Katerina Maleeva of Bulgaria in the 
Ki&final of the Paris Open here Saturday. The eighth-seeded 
Preach player, who looked down and out when she trailed 0-4 
rafte second set, surged home 6-7, (2/7), 6-4, 6-3 in just under 
hours; Halard, a semi-finalist at Auckland a fortnight ago. 
defending champion Martina Navratilova or sixth- 
saxied Leila Meskhi of Georgia in Sunday’s final. 

Rush rejects Man City move 

LIVERPOOL. England (AFP) — Liverpool marksman Ian 
Rush has rejected a £two million move to English premiership 
rivals Manchester City. The 32-year-old Welsh international 
was .-close to quitting Anfield two months ago. but the 
appointment of Roy Evans as manager has changed his 
outlook and he has pledged his future to Liverpool. Evans 
said: “We received two inquiries from Manchester City about 
dping a deal for Ian Rush. Because of Ian's great feeling and 
love for the club I felt it was right and proper ro inform him. I 
spoke to him about it and I must stress we didn’t even get as 
far as. talking about a fee. He's not interested in moving and 
I’m absolutely delighted. It gives me gTeat encouragement so 
early in my period as manager that Ian has stressed he warns to 
play for Liverpool.” 

U.S. draw with Bolivia 

MIAMI. Florida (AFP) — Cobi Jones scored in the 78th 
minute here Friday, pulling the United States into a 1-1 draw 
with Bolivia at the Robbie Cup tournament. Jaime Moreno’s 
goal just one minute before half-time had given the Bolivians 
an edge.' 
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Mulh the breakup of the UJ5.S.R- 
. **“ we deteriorating economic siui - 
; "“’’S there, bridge players are find- 
® increasingly difficult tn get 
for tournaments. One re- 
been an increase of rubber 
This hand is from a rubber 
Rame in Moscow. 
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Sc* 
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Dbl 

Pass 


South's one-club opening hid was 
artificial and forcing and the rest of 
ihe auction was natural. Six spades 
was a reasonable sbm. 

West dutifully led the heart re- 
quested by partner’s double of the 
Blackwood response. Declarer rose 
with dummy's ace and led a trump 
l»j ihe king, which held. Since ruff- 
ing □ club on the table seemed the 
next order of business, declarer 
cashed the ace and king ol clubs. On 
ihe second round East dropped the 
queen! 

Afraid of a club overruff. declarer 
abandoned that idra in the hope 
that diamonds would split 3-3 or a 
squeeze would develop. Crossing to 
ihe board with the queen of dia- 
monds. declarer led another trump- 
East shot up with the ace and 
cleared the remaining trump from 
dummy. 

Declarer ran the rest of ihe 
trumps in the hope that the defend- 
ers would not be able to withstand 
the pressure. West clung to the 
fourth club to the bitter end and 
East, discarding after dummy, was 
never in any trouble. The result was 
down one— a most saiisfacwry out- 
come- for East-West. 
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A1 Faisali consolidate their lead 
in Jordan soccer championship 


By Aleen Hannayan 
Hpn'inl to the Jnrd.ni Times 

AMMAN — Al F.iis.ili moved 
closer to retaining their title 
after the I4th week of the 
Kingdom's first division soccer 
championship provided them 
with a good opportunity to 
consolidate their lead with a 
4-11 win over new-comers 
Fuheis. The title holders now- 
have a lU-puint lead atop the 
12 team standings. 

While the top six positions 

remained unchanged, the light 
to avoid relegation facing the 
last four teams seemed to he 
heating up as Al Jazireh. Al 
Baqaa and Sahah moved up 
one place while Al Arabi and 
Al Yarmouk dropped, leaving 
Fuhcis in last place for the 
second consecutive week. 

Aithuugh Suhhi Suleiman's 
powerful shot in the 4th minute 
gave At Fuheis the incentive to 
seek an early equaliser, the 
lowly team seemed to lack the 
teamwork spirit and could not 
take advantage of Al Fuisaii's 
modest defensive abilities 
especially in the absence of 
Mohannad Mahadin who is re- 
cuperating after surgery on a 
fractured nose. 

As Fuheis’s Wa’ed Suweis 
lost some good chances. Firas 
Al Khalaiteh scored Al Faisa- 
li’s second goal in the 39th 
minute. 

Al Fuisaii's coach seemed to 
have given his players careful 
instructions to avert any short- 
comings during - the second 
half. This paid off soon, as 
strikers Jiryes Tadros, Mousy 
Awad and Khaiaileh assisted 
teammate Ja'afar Hammnd in 
scoring the third goal in the 
59th minute. 

Khaiaileh ended his team's 
scoring spree when he netted 
in the fourth goal in the 69th 
minute. 

Key striker Tadros lost half a 
dozen chances to score mure as 
Al Faisali left Amman’s Inter- 
national Stadium content with 


Mustafa Adam netted in his 
1 2th goal of the season when 
lie equalised tor Al Qadissieh 
in the 66th minute. 

Adam and Al A shah lost 
definite scoring chances when 
both their shots hn the post 
ending (he game with a I- 1 
draw that enabled Sahah to 
move up one place tn number 
10 . 

Al Ramtha remained in 4th 
place after an unexpected i-1 
draw- with A I Jazireh who play- 
ed one of their best matches of 
the season. 

Al Jazireh played a last, 
attacking game frum the outset 
of the mutch at Al Hassan 
Sports City in Irbid. They man- 
aged to closely guard Al 
Rumihu’s top players and Bud- 
ran Al Shaqran seemed to he 
the only Ramtha player cap- 
able of mounting any serious 
attacks. However. Al’ Ramtha 
lost his efforts when he got a 
red card booking. 

Muuaffaq Abu Hudeib man- 
aged to give Al Ramtha the 
lead in the KlUh minute. 
However, while most attend- 
ing fans were about to leave 
the stands confident of a MI 
victory. Al Jozireh stunned Al 
Ramtha and their fans with an 
unexpected equaliser in the 
final minutes of the match that 
moved them up frum Sth to 7th 
place. 

In another match. Al Ahli 
and Al Hussein remained in 
2nd and 3rd places after a 1-1 
draw. 

Al Hussein scored their sole 
goal from a brilliantly executed 
shot early in the first half by 
Mohammad Shweitcr. 

While Al Hussein's goal post 
prevented Al Ahli’s Nan 
Yadaj from equalising in the 
first half. Yadaj put up a great 
effort and succeeded in avert- 
ing a loss when he equalised 
for Al Ahli in the 7dth minute. 

Al Ahli’s goalie Mohammad 
Abu Daoud managed to block 
Al Hussein's shots while his 


teammates lost their own scor- 
ing chances and had to he 
content uuh ihe M draw 

Lowly A I Baqaa moved up 
to 9th place after a H» win over 
Al Arabi. 

Though A! Arabi seemed to 
be in control of the march. Ai 
Baqaa scored the match's only 
goal (torn a header by Omar 
Suhouri in the 27th minute. 

Ai Arabi could not equalise 
and dropped to sth place. 

Former champions Al 
Wjhdat defeated Al Yarmouk 
2-i and drew in overall points 
with Al Ramtha while remain- 
ing in 5lh place an goal differ- 
ence. 

Al Wihdat again had to play 
the match with (he absence of 7 
key players who seem to have 
their differences with the club s 
board of directors. 

However. Al Wihdat'* coach 
managed to overcome that 
snag as the club's younger 
lineup of players did nor let 
their team down. 

With this loss Al Yarmouk 
dropped to 1 1th place and are 
in real danger of being rele- 
gated. 

The first half ended .scoreless 
after Al Y’urmouk’s Khalcd 
Yousef and Mohannad Abu 
Tuleh tried to score but lacked 
concentration. 

Talal Ruhaba' scored Al 
Wihdai's first goal in the 54th 
minute. 

Al Yarmouk were stunned a 
minute later when Ali Juma’u 
netted in the second goal. 

Yousefs efforts paid off for 
Al Yarmouk as he assisted 
Abu Taleh in scoring their 
team's goal from a header in 
the 61st minute. 

In the upcoming week Al 
Baqaa take on Al Ramtha 
Wednesday and Sahab face Al 
Wihdat Thursday. In other 
matches Al Fuheis meet Al 
Jazireh. Al Yarmouk play Al 
Arabi. Ai Hussein meet Al 
Qadissieh and Al Faisali dash 
with Al Ahli. 


the result. 

In another match Al Oadi*- 
sieh barely managed to hold on 

Standings after 14th week 
Team P W D 

GD 

L 

GF 

GA 

Pts. 

to 6th place after a 1-1 draw 
with Sahab, 

Faisali 

14 

12 

1 

1 


36 

8 

39 

Both teams played a slow. 

Ahli 

14 

7 

4 

— 

3 

22 

13 

29 

defensive game as striker* like 

Hussein 

14 

6 

4 

2 

■» 

M 

21 

10 

28 

Al Qadissieh ’s Ra’ad Momani. 

Ramtha 

14 

7 

2 

1 

4 

23 

14 

26 

Mazen Shahin and Mustafa 

Wihdat 

14 

6 

3 

2 . 

3 

13 

10 

26 

Adam and Sahab’* Moham- 

Qadissieh 

14 

4 

4 

2 

4 

19 

16 

22 

mad Al Ashab failed to score 

Jazireh 

14 

2 

6 



6 

16 

19 

18 

throughout the first half. 

Arabi 

14 

3 

4 

— 

7 

17 

29 

17 

However Sahab stunned Al 

Baqaa 

14 

4 

2 

1 

7 

10 

23 

17 

Qadissieh with a goal early in 

Sahab 

14 

2 

3 

2 

7 

13 

20 

14 

the second half. 

Yarmouk 

14 

4 

— 

2 

8 

13 

25 

14 

The league's top striker 

Fuheis 

14 

3 

1 

I 

9 

8 

24 

12 


Shaq leads Magic past Sonics 


ORLANDO. Florida (R) — 
ShaqutUe O'Neal had 38 
points. 20 rebounds and five 
blocked shots as the Orlando 
Magic handed the NBA- 
leading Seattle Supersonics 
their worst loss in 281 games, 
124-93. 

O'Neal, the league’s leading 
scorer, was 16-of-19 from the 
field and 6-of-7 from the line. 

Dennis Scott added 23 
points including five 3-pointers 
for the Magic, who won their 
third straight. 

Kendall Gill scored 20 points 
to pace Seattle, which suffered 
its most lopsided defeat since 
falling ) 35-1 02 at Boston Dec. 
3. 199(1. 

Orlando raced out to a 40-15 
lead after the first quarter — 
the highest-scoring quarter in 
its history. 

In Baltimore, Kenny Ander- 
son scored a career-high 42 
points, including an off- 
balance jumper from the foul 
line with 7.2 seconds remain- 
ing, to lift the red-hot New 
Jersey Nets to a 113-110 vic- 
tory over the Washington Bul- 
lets. 

Anderson, who scored 27 of 
his points in the second half, 
was 17-of-33 from the field and 
S-of-9 from the line. 

Kevin Edwards added 19 
points and Chris Morris 17 for 
the Nets, who climbed above 
.500 for the first time since the 
first week of the season at 
25-24. 

New Jersey won for the 12th 
time in its last 16 games. 

In Chicago. Bryant Stith 
scored 28 points and Mahmoud 
Abdul-Rauf and Reggie Wil- 
liams added 18 apiece us the 
Denver Nuggets dealt the Bulls 
their second straight home 
loss. 109-84. 


The Bulls had won 17 
straight at Chicago Stadium 
before losing to Miami 
Wednesday. They lost back-to- 
back home games for the first 
time since February of last 
year. 

In Los Angeles, Craig Ehlo 
scored 20 points and Kevin 
Willis and Dominque Wilkins 
added 19 apiece to help the 
Atlanta Hawks snap 3 losing 
streak at two games with a 
97-9] victory over the Dip- 
pers. 

. In Portland. Clifford Robin- 
son scored 30 points and grab- 
bed 10 rebounds to lead the 
Trail Blazers past the reeling 
Philadelphia 76ers 109-93. 


Harvey Grant added 17 
points and 13 rebounds and 
Rod Strickland contributed 20 
points and 12 assists. 

In Phoenix. Charles Barkley 
scored 32 points and Cedric 
Ceballos added 20 to lead the 
rejuvenated Suns to their third 
straight viaory, 113-96 over 
the Los Angeles Lakers. 
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Norway’s Dahlie wins Sth gold.; 
Bonnie Blaire gains her 4th r - 


LILLEHAMMER. Norway 
(AP) — Bjron Dahlie, Nor- 
way's Nordic ski king, won a 
record-tying fifth Olympic 
gold, and American speedska- 
ter Bonnie Blair sprinted to 
her fourth gold as the Lille- 
hammer Games reached a glit- 
tering midpoint Saturday. 

Katja Seizinger. the World 
Cup leader, captured a second- 
straight gold for Germany's 
resurgent Alpine ski team by 
winning a downhill race 
haunted by last month's death 
of Austria's Ulrike Mater. Two 
of Germany's Alpine rivals — 
Austria and Switzerland — 
again bombed. 

For host Norway, it was a 
day of Nordic triumph as Fred 
Bone Lunderg took gold in the 
combined evenr just two hours 
before Dahlie triumphed in the 
men's 15-kilometre cross- 
country pursuit and shuffled 
into the Olympic record book. 

Flag-waving Norwegian fans 
went wild at the Birkebeineren 
Nordic ski stadium, which was 
filled to its 31 ,000-sear capac- 
ity. Up to 50.000 more specta- 
tors lined the course for Lund- 
berg's and Dahlie's races. 

The 26-vear-old Dahlie, tri- 
ple gold winner at Albertville, 
picked up his second gold med- 
al of the Liilehammer Games 
and the fifth of his Olympic 
career. He thus became the 
winningest Nordic skier in 
Olympic history and moved 
into a tie with speedskaters 
Eric Heiden of the United 
Slates and Gas Thun berg of 
Finland for the most golds won 
by male athletes in the winter 
games. 

Dahlie. who had won silver 


in the 30K behind countryman 
Thomas Alsgaard. has an exce- 
lent shot at two more golds — 
in the men’s relay and the 50k. 
events in which he won gold at 
Albertville Games two years 
ago. 

A month before her 30ih 
birthday, Blair again proved 
she was the world's fastest 
woman on 500 metres of ice. 
She won Saturday's sprint in 
39.25 seconds. 36 of a second 
ahead of Canada's Susan 
Auch, who took silver. Bronie 
went to Franziska Schenk of 
Germany. .45 off the pace. 

It was the second American 
triumph in as many days on the 
ice of Hamar's Viking Ship 
Hall. On Friday, Dan Jansen 
took the men's 1,000 and won 
the gold medal he had chased 
for four winter games. 

Blair’s fourth gold put her in 
a tie with sprinter Eviyn 
Ashfourd, swimmer Janet 
Evans and diver Pat McCor- 
mick for the most won by an 
American woman. 

’’That was a big race for 
me... a little faster would have 
been nice .but I’m happy with 
it.” said Blair, who had hoped 
to break the 39-second barrier 
for women. 

Still wearing her skates. 
Blair climbed into the stands ro 
celebrate her viaory with the 
60-member “Blar bunch” of 
family and friends. 

Blair goes after her fifth 
Olympic gold in Monday's 
1,500. but is rated a better 
chance in the 1.000 Wednes- 
day. 

Blair now has won three- 
straight Olympic 500s. Her 
other gold came in the 1. 000- 


metre race at Albertville- .. 

On the eighth day .of the 
16-day Liilehammer Game*. 
Norway moved into a ttcond- 
place tie with Italy in the med- 
als race. Each had 12 .med^s 
overall, just one less than Rus- 
sia. Bui Norway led in gold 
medals with seven to. Russia's 
five and Italy's three 7' 
Germany was in fourth place 
with eight, including three 
golds, and the United ' States 
followed with seven medals 
overall, including four golds 
and three silvers^ . . \ } 
Russia was in a position to 
increase its gold haul in the 
men's figure skating finale 
Saturday night. Alexis Urma- 
nov. 20. held the iead after 
Thursday's short programme 
in which he outclassed ji field 
that included two past colid 
medalist — Victor Petrenko, 
the 1992 champion^ and Brian 
Boitano. the 19S8 winner. 7 . 

By virtue of hi* viaory in 
Thursday’s 10k first leg of ihe 
pursuit, Dahlie had an’ i&- 
second advantage at the start 
of Saturday's 15k leg.. He in- 
creased that margin to a 29.8- 
second edge at the finish. 

Vladimir Smirnov of 
Kazakhstan won silver and Sil- 
vio Fauner of Italy took bronze 
with a strong final kick. - 
Taking her cue from leant 
mate Markus Wasmeier, gold 
medalist in the men’s supei-G. 
Seizinger attacked the 2.64.1-’ 
metre Kvitfjell downhill jiouise 
in 1 minute 35.91 seconds/ 
The US.. Alpine Skiing 
team, unheralded going into 
the Olympics, again shovved 
surprising strength by winning 
its fourth medal. ’ . 


Harding meets the press and 
leaves questions unanswered 


LILLEHAMMER. Norway (AP ) 
Tonya Harding met the press 
and scored a perfea 6.0 for 
presentation. 

She wore red, white and 
blue USA jacket and the right 
touch of makeup. A silver 
cross lay over her white turt- 
leneck. She spoke of faith in 
god. pride in representing the 
United States, allegiance to 
her teammates, saying all the 
correa things Friday in her 
first Olympic news conference. 

Harding confessed new 
embarrassment over published 
photos of her dancing topless 
at a Halloween party. She did 
her best to get past the scandal 
of the attack on Nancy Kerri- 
gan, to talk about skating and 
medals instead of investiga- 
tions and arrests. 

Yet unanswered questions 
lingered. 

Is Tonya Harding telling the 
truth or being dishonest? Is she 
an innocent viaim or a sinister 
schemer? Is she a demure 
young woman or a bawdy sex- 
pot?' 

Nothing she said revealed 


r- FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT- 

Consisling of two bedrooms, salon, dining, bathroom, kitchen, 
with central beating, telephone, separate entrance and a 
garden. 

Location: Shmeisani, near the former Yugoslav Embassy 
building. Please call tel. 661658 

NB: We also have in the same building a furnished rool 
consisting of one bedroom, salon, bathroom, kitchen and 
veranda. 


any more of the truth, except 
perhaps the pressure she’s feel- 
ing. 

"When everything's done,” 
she said, “then I think I can sit 
down and cry.” 

Harding, still under inves- 
tigation by a grand jury, asked 
to have her attorney by her 
side at the conference. U.S. 
Olympic Committee offirials 
refused. Instead, she ccame 
with her attorney's wife, coach 
Diane Rawlinson. and defer- 
red to her often. Sometimes 
they conferred on answers. 

Harding responded with si- 
lence and a stunned look to the 
first question by a reporter. 
Why, he asked, should anyone 
believe she's innocent in the 
Kerrigan attack after she lied 
to the FBI about the coverup 
of the plot and reportedly 
failed lie-deteaor tests. 

She defleaed all questions 
about the attack and her ex- 


P -i- . 

husband. Jeff Gillooiv.' wlw> 
confessed to a racketeering 
charge in the plot and alleged 
Harding also was involved/-.. 

Other questions touefieef on. 
sensitive subjeas. especially 
the photos of her witlrbreasts 
exposed, published in tire Lqn r ' 
don Sun, that have been circu- 
lating around the Olympics’. 
The photos appeared ro have 
been made from a videotape 
shown on television in the Uri^ 
ited States. • 

The Sun also quoted' Mike: 
Pliska, to whom Harding' was' 
engaged in 1991. as saving, ' 
"Tonya loves dancing around* 
naked. She has a great body' 
and loves to flaunt” it.” ; *’ 
“I am very upset and Tam ' 
ashamed. I'm embarrassed!”' 
Harding said. "The one'j'hiftg I 
have to say is, if everyone:, 
could put themselves in my’ 
position. "How would’ ybti 
feel?" 


REQUIRED 

A newly established travel and tourism agency is lookinci'tor 
qualified personnel to fill the following vacancies: * - 

1. Sales office supervisor. •: ■ 

2. Sales & reservation staff. 5- - 

3. Tours supervisor ~ ::: 

4. Executive secretary. r - ; 

Fluency in English is a must, other languages is -an ■ 
advantage. 

Please send your C.V. along with a recent photo- : 
graph to: 

P.O.Box 850205 
Amman 11185 Jordan 


CARS FOR SALE 
DUTY FREE 

- Mercedes 190. model 1983. white, very low mileage, 
fully equipped 

- TOYOTA Cressida Gli6. model 1983. white, fully 
equipped. 

Call: 686246 


Car For Sale 

Mercedes 19GE. white, in excellent condition 1993 
model, fuff options, covered 6.000 km only, customs 
duty unpaid 

Price JD 17.500 

Tel: 862289 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 
In Umm Uthaina 

Consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining, two bathrooms, 
central heating, telephone, and solar heater and veranda. 
The roof is overlooking Mecca Street. Suits a foreign family or 
a diplomatic mission. Rent is reasonable. It can be rented as 
of March 1. 

Please call 815531 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


3 WAYS TO FLY THE CONCORDE 


Buy a First Cbss ticket Amman - Paris - New York, arid a’ : 
Club Class New York - Paris - .Amman, and fly the 
Concorde Paris - New York - Paris, 

Buy a Club Class round trip ticket .Amman - Paris - _ 
New York and fly the Concorde New York - Paris: 

If accompanied by your spouse buy a First Class round - 
trip ticket .Amman - Paris - New York, pay only SO^ofofV 
your spouse and fly both the Concorde. . . 



For more information: 
Reservation: 666055 
Sales: 69831“ ' cASSIS 
or your travel agent 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 

wmAPBWI* 


Jane Fonda — in 

OLD GRINGO 

Shows: 12:311. 3. h’:3U- W-™ 


Cinema 


Td.: 699238 


THREE ON THE ROAD 

Arabic 


Show: 12:30. 3:011. 6:30. 8:30. 01:30 


Qnema 


Td.: 677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1 W 

No Where To Run 

Stows: 12:30. 3:00. f.:3(). K.30. |tl:3o 

CONCORD “2” 

The Rookie 

Shows: 12:30. 3:1X1 

Arabic play "Hi America" ai 8;30 


Tel.: 675571 

Nvbfl Al Mashtnl Theatre 


presents a play entitled: 

AL Ilm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer issa. Daoud Jaiajel, Has- 
san Al Sheer, Fuad Shomafi 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at fcIS 
Tickets ere seU aN day 


Nabil & HisharrTs Tcl - : 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahlan Arab Summit Conference 

(play) 

daily at 9:15 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Sundays, Mondays 
and Tuesdays 
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Qouriea turns down Israeli invitation 


.TUNIS (AP) — A Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
finance official Saturday said he turned down an invitation to 
jvisitcoccupied Jerusalem for an economic conference because 
aiLatreemem on Palestinian self-rule had not been signed yet. 
Israeli media reported earlier that Ahmad Quoriea. head of 
the ^Economic Department, would attend ^ a seminar in 
occupied Jerusalem later this month on joint projects for 
•economic development in the occupied territories. “The 
possibility of me visiting Israel is ruled out before an 
agreement on the transfer of power. Mr. Qouriea told the 
■Tunisian newspaper Al Rai Al Amm. 


PLO list sweeps Gaza elections 


GAZA (R) — A list affiliated with Fateh swept elections for 
the Gaza Arab Medical Association Friday, an elecnon official 
said. The result is considered a baromecre of support for the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation. The National Independ- 
ence List aligned with Fateh won all 1 1 seats on the association 
•for which 1.006 doctors, dentists and veterinarians were 
eligible to vote, the official said. Also contesting the elections 
were - two lists opposed to the peace deal with Israel: 
fundamentalist alliance of Hamas and Islamic Jihad, and a 
bloc Of dissident PLO factions — the Democratic Front for the 
•Liberation of Palestine and the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine. 


Kuwait rights group call off exhibition 


: KUWAIT (R) — Human rights activists said they had 
—cancelled an exhibition about missing kuwaitis believed held 
""tiyfraq. the government objected to the event, due to have 
been staged on Saturday. Members of the Kuwait branch of 
the Cairo-based Arab Organisation for Human Rights said by 
telephone they had received a letter from the Ministry of 
Social Affairs and Labour saying they ought not to hold such 
an event because they had no government licence. The 
exhibition was to have been held under the patronage of 
Parliament Speaker and opposition veteran Ahmad Al Saa- 
doun: The venue was the Kuwaiti Graduates* Society, an 
association of professionals, which is licensed. 


Israeli premier expected in Spain Monday 


MADRID (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin is 
■expected here Monday for two days of talks with his Spanish 
counterpart Felipe Gonzalez and King Juan Carlos. The 
implementation of Israeli-Palestinian peace accords signed last 
Seplember and economic issues will top Mr. Rabin's agenda 
during the visit. Mr. Rabain is to meet with business and 
opposition leaders Monday. Tuesday he will visit Toledo 
where Christians. Muslims and Jews lived together peacefully 
until Spanish monarchs had non-Christians expelled from the 
country a: the end of the ISth century. King Juan Carlos was in 
Israel in early November last year. 


Libya rules out immediate Aouzou pullout 


TUNIS (R) — Libya has ruled out an immediate withdrawal 
from the Aouzou Strip which was awarded to Chad earlier this 
£mpitfh by the International Court of Justice in the Hague. 
Tripoli-based diplomats said. Libya is also demanding that the 
United States return to Libya hundreds of soldiers who were 
' captured in fighting with Chad in 1987 and later went to the 
LTnited States, a Chadian diplomat, who asked to not be 
named, told Reuters by telephone. The diplomat was speaking 
at the end of a visit to Tripoli by Chad's Minister for Civil 
Service and Labour Wadel Abdul Kader Kamougue during 
which he handed Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi a message 
from President Idriss Deby demanding an early Libyan 
withdrawal from the Aouzou Strip. 


Mirsalitn wants to purge Western influence 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran's newly nominated culture and Islamic 
^guidance minister says he wants to purge the Islamic republic 
:of “corrupt” Western influences. Mostafa Mirsalim, nomin- 
_a£ed as minister last week, said Iranians should take inspira- 
™Tioti:'-from Islamic culture. “In order to do so extensive 
programmes must be undertaken so that whatever remains of 
• the corrupt elements of the Western arts in Iran will be for 
: ever purged." he said in an interview with the official news 
agencvMRNA. “The intellectual destruction of the Islamic 
republic as well as the discovery of the ways and means to 
penetrate the revolutionary and Muslim people of Iran are 
among ,the long-term programmes of the enemies of Islam." 
he said. Iran's parliament has to approve the nomination 
before? Mr. Mirsalim. now an advisor to President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. can formally take up his post. 


Some 35,000 Iranians work in Japan 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Some 35.000 Iranian labourers are 
currently working in Japan as a result of extremely low wages 
in ir(jn. Labour Minister Hussein Kamali said. Mr. Kamali. 
quoted on Saturday by Resalat newspaper, said the average 
worker in Iran made from $50 to $60 a month, “nearly 
one-iburth of his expenses." which he estimated at around 
$200. He said some 35.000 Iranians were working in Japan, 
where “wages are 30 times higher than those in Iran." A large 
portion of Iranian migrants are working illegally in Japan 
because of an agreement. since revoked, that let Iranians enter 
Japan without a visa. 


Shutfo cleared of alleged abuse of powers 


LAHORE (.AFP) — Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
was acquitted by a special court here Saturday in a case of 
alleged: miscjnduct during her earlier 20-month stint as 
premier. The case, in which she was accused of allotting 
control of liquefied gas distribution agencies to favoured 
colleagues, was brought against her by former President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan after he dismissed her government in 
August 1990. Justice Munir A. Sheikh ruled that the charge 
agaiftSf.'Mr. Bhutto, who was reelected prime minister after a 
general election in October last year, could not be upheld, 
roiirf officials said. 



CALL 




to all interested Consultants/Consulting firms 


The Ctarnran Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZJ - a govemmem- 
(jnftieif development organization - is commissioned to undertake specialist 
plinotag & implementation os' measures for technical cooperation with 
developing countries. 


£an of rile GTZ -policy is to promote and utilize locally available know- 
hrtft awf local consulting bureaus wherever possible. 


In ipvtperation with the Ministry of Planning (MoP), GTZ intends to 
pubitj* a directory of Jordanian consultants/consulting firms 
whichjwill he made available to all interested panics and organizations 
wnrtyjje in the fields of development cooperation. 


GTZ'JTs particularly interested in information on the following fields: 


Water and Irrigation 
Agriculture and Rural Development 
Environmental Considerations and Impacts 
Organization and Management Development 
* Computer Systems and Information Management 
Pmject Planning. Project Management and Evaluation 
Socio-economic and Cultural Aspects of Development 


If interested, please ask fur a questionnaire at: 


c^TZ-Prijject Administration Service, 


^^^Consnltano Study Group. Td; 647021. FaX: 683402 



Israel insisting on limited detainee release 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — One of the key 
hurdles in an agreement be- 
tween Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in their autonomy nego- 
tiations is an Israeli insistence 
that no members of groups 
opposing the autonomy agree- 
ment would be released from 
Israeli jails, informed sources 
said Saturday. 

The sources could not con- 
firm reports that Mohammad 
Zahlan, who heads the Palesti- 
nian side to the negotiations on 
prison release, was refusing to 
return to the talks next week in 
protest against what he saw as 
the PLO's gradual move to- 
wards accepting the Israeli 
condition. 

Having made progress in 
reaching agreements on key 
security issues and a general 
framework for a Palestinian 


police force to deploy in the' 
Gaza Strip and Jericho under 
the Sept. 13 autonomy plan, 
Israel and the PLO are unable 
to move forward on the prison- 
er release issue, the sources 
said. 

“The Israelis are insisting 
that no known supporter of the 
hardline gronps which oppose 
the autonomy agreement will 
be released/’ said a source 
familiar with the negotiations 
held at the Egyptian Red Sea 
resort of Taba. 

“The Palestinians have been 
resisting this, demanding that a 
prisoner release come under a 
general amnesty covering all 
Palestinian detainees regard- 
less of their affiliation,” said 
the source. 

Independent Palestinian 
analysts said PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat appeared to be 
betting on a mass release of 
Palestinians from Israeli pris- 
ons to dilute opposition to the 


Iraq, Iran agree to 
improve relations 


NICOSIA (AP) — Former war 
foes Iran and Iraq said Satur- 
day they want to improve rela- 
tions, but gave no indication 
how they would overcome 
their fierce rivalry. 

Iraq, internationally isolated 
and under U.N. trade sanc- 
tions since its August 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, is eager to 
forget hostilities from the 1980- 
88 war with Iran and improve 
ties with its eastern neighbour. 

And cash-strapped Iran is 
anxious to boost commercial 
ties with Baghdad, which is in 
need of everything, from food- 
stuffs to medicines and con- 
sumer goods due to U.N. sanc- 
tions. 

Tehran Radio, monitored in 
Nicosia, said the agreement to 
forge closer ties came in a 
meeting in Tehran between 
Iran's deputy foreign minister, 
Javad Zarif, and the Iraqi fore- 
ign ministry undersecretary, 
Saad Al Faisal. 

Mr. Faisal called for closer 
ties with Iran in his first round 
of talks with Mr. Zarif early 
Saturday, the radio reported. 

It said both sides under- 
scored the need to “create 
grounds for mutual trust aimed 
at expanding ties.” but did not 
elaborate. 

Neither was there any men- 
tion in the report of the Iran- 
Iraq war. which claimed more 
than one million lives on both 
sides in the longest convention- 
al war of the century. 

Since the end of the war in 
August 1988, Iran and Iraq 
have traded more than 37,000 
prisoners of war. But Iran still 
holds 20,000 prisoners and Iraq 
has 5,000, according to the 
Red Cross. 

When Mr. Faisal and his 
seven-member delegation ar- 
rived in Tehran Thursday for 
week-long talks, Iran's Islamic 
Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) said talks with Iranian 
officials would focus on the 
fate of remaining prisoners of 
war. s 

Iran has denied Western and 
Arab reports that it has been 
engaged in efforts to boost 
trade ties with Iraq. But Ira- 
nian officials have hinted that 
the trade ban on Iraq should be 
lifted. 

Diplomats in Tehran say 
there already is considerable 
cross border trade between 
Iran and Iraq in contravention 


of U.N. terms which ban ev- 
erything but humanitarian aid 
to Iraq. 

But the biggest stumbling 
block to better relations are 
the opposition groups both 
Iran and Iraq have sheltered 
and cultivated against the 
other. 

One of Iran's key demands 
for better ties is that Iraq expel 
members of the Baghdad- 
based opposition group, Mu- 
jahedeen -e-Khalq. 

In November Maryam Ra- 
ja vi, wife of Mujahedeen lead- 
er Masoud Rajavi, left Bagh- 
dad and sought refuge in 
France after being named 
Iran’s “future president” by 
the Mujahedeen. 


Last month Iraq's President 
Saddam Hussein met in Bagh- 
dad with Masoud Rajavi, the 
Iraqi News Agency reported. 
It did not disclose what was' 
discussed, but the meeting pre- 
ceded Mujahedeen military 
maoeuvres which ended last 
week. 

Earlier this month, forces of 
the Iran-based Supreme coun- 
cil of the Islamic Revolution in 
Iraq, a coalition of shiite Mus- 
lim forces opposed to the 
Baghdad regime, staged a 
military parade in southern 
Iran. 

Diplomats in Tehran say the 
group has curtailed its political 
activities in Iran, perhaps in 
response to pressure from Ira- 
nian authorities. 


Despite differences on other 
fronts, Baghdad and Tehran 
both oppose the Western- 
backed Kurdish enclave in 
northern Iraq where a de facto 
state with its own administra- 
tive body has been established. 

Tehran opposes the idea of a 
Kurdish homeland for fear it 
could encourage the 6.5 mil- 
lion Kurds in Iran to demand 
autonomy. 

Other outstanding issues be- 
tween Tehran and Baghdad 
include advanced warplanes 
and jetliners which Iraq flew to 
Iran for safekeeping during the 
1991 war against the U.S.-led 
forces that liberated Kuwait. 

Iraq claims it sent 170 
planes, but Iran says there 
were only 27. 

Iran has said it intends to 
keep the planes as partial pay- 
ment for damages it is seeking 
from its war with Iraq. 


Iraq says it no longer has 
mass destruction weapons 


DOHA (Agencies) — Iraq no 
longer has any weapons of 
mass destruction and is fulfill- 
ing Gulf war ceasefire condi- 
tions set by the United Na- 
tions, Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Said Al Shhaf has 
said. 

“Iraq is implementing (U.N. 
Security Council) Resolution 
687 and no longer has any 
weapons of mass destruction or 
the capacity to manufacture 
them.” Mr. Sahaf said in an 
interview shown on Qatari 
state television late Friday. 

The resolution set the terms 
for ending the 1991 Gulf war. 
in particular the elimination of 
all Baghdad's programmes for 
nuclear, chemical and biologic- 
al weapons. 

U.N. sanctions, including an 
oil embargo, were imposed 
four days after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait on Aug. 2. 1990. 

Mr. Sahhaf accused certain 
members of the Security Coun- 
cil. “notably the United 
States." of prolonging the poli- 
tical and economic embargo 
“for political reasons totally 
unrealated to the (Gulf) cri- 
sis." 

He reiterated Iraq's refusal 


to export some of its oil under 
U.N. supervision, in accord- 
ance with Resolution 706. 

“This resolution cannot be 
applied because it has changed 
from being a humanitarian re- 
solution to a colonialist one.” 

It was the second time a 
senior Iraqi official had 
appeared on Qatari Television 
since the Gulf crisis. 

Last Saturday-the television 
screened a report on Iraq's 
econcomic problems under the 
U.N. embargo, and invited 
Iraqi Commerce Minister 
Mohammad Mahdi Saleh to 
speak on the programme. 

Apart from Oman, Qatar is 
the only member of the six- 
country Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) to have re- 
newed contacts with Baghdad 
since the Gulf war. 

' The other GCC members 
are Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain. 

On Thursday Mr. Sahhaf 
told the U.N. Human rights 
Commission in Geneva "the 
lifting of the tnquitous block- 
ade and the injustice done to 
the Iraqi people is a humanita- 
rian responsibility.” 


autonomy accord- 

“Arafat's comments on Fri- 
day have reaffirmed his 
approach,” said one analyst. 
He was referring to a state- 
ment by the PLO chairman 
during a visit to the Nether- 
lands that he could not “sign a 
final agreement without having 
a guarantee for the release of 
all prisoners.” 

Red Cross figures indicate 
that 9,000 Palestinians are held 
in Israeli jails while PLO offi- 
cials say the figure is closer to 
12,000. Israel puts the number 
of detainees at 6,000. 

Israel has agreed in principle 
to a prisoner release but ruled 
out a general amnesty. 

According to PLO sources, 
more than half of the detainees 
belong to groups such as the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas). Islamic Jihad, the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP), the 
Democratic Front for the Li- 


beration of Palestine (DFLP) 
and other factions which have 
vowed to wreck the autonomy 
agreement. a 

But in line with his strategy 
to create goodwill among the 
Palestinians, Mr. Arafat has 
been demanding that Israel 
make no discrimination among 
the prisoners. 

Sources among the dissident 
groups also said that despite 
their fierce opposition to the 
self-rule accord, Mr. Arafat 
and his aides had been insisting 
that their members also be 
released from Israeli deten- 


Zahlan. a member of the 
Palestine National Council 
from the Gaza Strip, was refus- 
ing to return to the negotia- 
tions with Israel. 

“Mr. Zahlan believes that 
the PLO is going to accept the 
Israeli condition against releas- 
ing members of groups which 
do not support the autonomy 
accord,” said the source. “As 
such, he wants no part of the 
deal since he would not be able 
to live with such a comprom- 


ise. 


tion. 

“I do not know whether 
there was any shift in the PLO 
stand last week in Taba. but 
our information is that Arafat 
is refusing to accept anything 
less than a complete prisoner 
release,” said a prominent fi- 
gure among the dissidents. 

Meanwhile, an independent 
Palestinian source said Mr. 


The other sources said they 
were not aware of a shift in the 
PLO stand that would prompt 
such a response from Mr. 
Zahlan. 

“The PLO negotiators (in 
Taba) have not accepted any 
compromise over prisoner re- 
lease,” said the source. "The 
issue is very much on the table, 
and it would be dealt with 
when the talks resume 
Cairo on Monday. 


in 


Defence ridicules blast prosecution 


NEW YORK (R) — A de- 
fence lawyer in the World 
Trade Centre bomb trial ridi- 
culed the government's case 
Friday, making as much as 
possible from a bizarre blunder 
by a key witness who identified 
jurors instead of suspects. 

Hassen Abdullah, who rep- 
resents Mahmoud Abu Hali- 
ma, an Egyptian-born 
limousine driver accused of 
helping to build and transport 
the bomb, capitalised on the 
prosecution's mistake during 
closing arguments. 

In a dramatic summation. 
Mr. Abdullah took the witness 
stand and imitated witnesses 
who were unable to identify his 
client even though he has dis- 
tinctive red hair. He then 
approached the jury and in a 
loud, angry tone, accused pro- 
secutors of trying to be “slick” 
but said their strategy failed. 

“Thank you, Mr. Depippo,” 
he said repeatedly, referring to 


assistant U.S. attorney Henry 
Depippo. 

Mr. Abu Halima and three 
other defendants, Mohammad 
Salameh, Ahmad Ajaj, and 
Nidal Ayyacf are on trial for 
planting the Feb. 26, 1993 
bomb that tore through the 
world's largest office building. 

The blast killed six and in- 
jured more than 1,000. 

Mr. Abdullah said in his 
summation, which began late 
Thursday, that government 
witness Willie Hernandez 
Moosh was the one who “drop- 
ped a bomb” when he pointed 
to jurors instead of defendants. 

Mr. Moosh, a gas station 
attendant, testified in Decem- 
ber that on the day of the blast, 
he pumped fuel for two of the 
defendants travelling in the 
van believed to have carried 
the bomb and for the driver of 
an accompanying blue car. 

Prosecutors had expected 
him to point out Mr. Salameh 


as the driver of the van and 
Mr. Abu Halima as the driver 
of the car. Instead he pointed 
to two of the jurors. 

“He picked the wrong man 
because he never saw Mr. Abu 
Halima,” Mr. Abdullah said. 

The defence lawyer said 
another witness, who the gov- 
ernment claimed had seen Mr. 
Abu Halima visiting Salameh 
and Ramzi Yousef, a fugitive 
also named in the case, could 
not identify Abu Halima in the 
Abu Halima courtroom. The 
witness said the man he saw 
had strangely-coloured red 
hair. 

Mr. Abdullah said the gov- 
ernment then tried to coax the 
witness by asking him if he saw 
anyone in the courtroom with 
that colour hair instead of 
asking him to identify the per- 
son he saw on the street. 

“This is really slick stuff they 
did. Oh, what a tangled web 
we weave,” he said. 


4 injured in Egypt train attack 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Two 
foreign women and two Egyp- 
tians were wounded in a mili- 
tant gun attack on a night train 
travelling through southern 
Egypt, authorities said Satur- 
day. 

A bullet struck a 24-year-old 
Taiwanese student in the back 
and another hit a 35-year-old 
Polish architect in the hand, 
but both were recovering well 
in a hospital in Assiyut, offi- 
cials said. Two Egyptians were 
also hospitalised. 

Several Japanese were 
slightly hurt by flying glass 


during the attack that occurred 
when the Cairo- Aswan express 
slowed down before Bqour vil- 
lage. some 430 kilometres 
south of the capital Cairo, wit- 
nesses added. 


But the Japanese travelled 
on to Luxor. 


Witnesses said the attack in- 
volved up to six gunmen whom 
police suspected were mem- 
bers of the outlawed fun- 
damentalist Islamic group Al 
Gama’a Al lslamiyah which 
has warned foreigners to leave 
Egypt. 


The Interior Ministry later 
said that only one gunman had 
been involved in the 1:30 a.m. 
Saturday (2330 GMT Friday) 
attack, which took place short- 
ly after the train had left the 
Assiyut railway station heading 
south. 

According to witnesses, slo- 
gans such as “Islam is coming” 
and "Revenge for our mar- 
tyrs,” were inscribed x>n the 
cartridges, indicating that the 
attackers were Muslim mili- 
tants. 


(Continued on page 3) 


Faisal says she is determined to 
pursue her case against' Kreisha 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — fn her efforts to 
“protect and advance the 
democratic process" Lower 
House of Parliament Deputy 
Toujan Faisal said Saturday 
that she would continue her 
drive to strip fellow Deputy 
Jamal Kreisha of his immunity 
from prosecution and take him 
to court for slander, defama- 
tion and assault, despite efforts 
by fellow deputies to resolve 
the dispute through diplomatic 
means. 

“If this incident goes un- 
checked and unpunished it will 
be a greenlight for others who 
are of the same frame of 
mind,” said Ms. Faisal reject- 
ing urgings by many of her 
fellow deputies to accept an 
apology from Mr. Kreisha and 
let by-go nes be by-gones. 

“I was told by people that 
once I entered public life I 
have to accept what happens to 
me. Well this is not accept- 
able," Ms. Faisal told the press 
after announcing that she was 
appealing to “local. Arab and 
international human rights and 
democratic organisations to 
protect and enhance Jordan's 
democratic process" by 
“adopting this case and sup- 
porting it.” 

“I have been threatened on 
the phone and indirectly by 
well-meaning deputies to drop 
this case and my other inves- 
tigations into wrongdoings by 
some instruments of the secur- 
ity apparatus and other martial 
lattf remnants. But threats 
don't frighten me.” she told 
the press conference. 

Ms. Faisal responded to a 
tribal statement issued this 
weekend by community lead- 
ers representing Circassian, 
Chechen and Bani Sakher 
leaders saying: “This was never 
a tribal issue. I did not make it 
one. Mr. Kreisha tried to make 


it one by cursing my ethnic 
community. Parliament tried 
to make it one by resolving it 
according to tribal norms. But 
I refuse to accept this as a 
tribal question. It is and re- 
mains a political issue that will 
be dealt with in the court 
room.” 

Ms. Faisal went into great 
detail to explain why she was 
so adamant about not accept- 
ing a tribal coffee and apology 
from Mr. Kreisha. “The prece- 
dent is too dangerous for our 
whole society,” she said. 

Ms. Faisal made wide- 
ranging accusations at “indi- 
' vi duals who drew strength and 
power from the martial law 
system in the past and that 
continue to abuse their power 
in the age of democracy.” 

Ms. Faisal said she was re- 
viewing some complaints about 
corruption that had been 
“shelved" by the last Parlia- 
ment. In one case, Ms. Faisal 
said, she had documented that 
Mr. Kreisha was “implicated.” 

He had been the head of the 
community responsible for in- 
vestigating the case which was 
passed on to the administrative 
committee of which he was the 
head. This case was shelved 
and forgotten,” she said. 

Ms. Faisal said she had 
documents to prove that gross 
violations of individual rights 
were on-going in Jordan. A 
“female" Ministry of Health 
employee was subjugated to a 
physical beating by a male em- 
ployee only one day after Mr. 
Kreisha’s alleged attack on Ms.' 
Faisal was publicised, she told 
the press. 

“This Ministry of Health 
employee was cooperating 
with an investigation instigated 
by the minister of health and 
she was beaten by a fellow 
employee who disapproved of 
the investigation. If this is a 
taste of how we are going to 
run the country then I see red 


lights everywhere.” Ms. Faisal 
said. 

Ms. Faisal said she was in 
the process of investigating 
several “major human rights 
violations,” some allegedly 
perpetrated by members of the 
security departments. 

Several members of the 
press pointed out to Ms. Faisal 
that her accusations were far- 
reaching, and she replied “I 
have documentation on every- 
thing and the people who are 
calling me to threaten me to 
keep quiet have mentioned the 
rases of abuses that I am inves- 
tigating. It puzzles me how a 
deputy of the people can be 
threatened for looking into- 
issues of public rights." 

Ms. Faisal, who hopes that 
her request to lift Mr. 
Krersha's immunity from pro- 
secution will be met by her 
fellow deputies, says that she 
will pursue Mr. Kreisha even if 
her request is not met. 

“I will leave the lawsuit 
until Parliament is adjourned 
and then I will not need the 
approval of my fellow deputies 
to take Mr. Kreisha to court. 
However. I do hope that they 
will get a chance to vote so I 
and the people can know what 
kind of deputies they really 
are," Ms. Faisal said. 

During the hour-and-a-half 
meeting with the press at her 
Um Summaq home Saturday, 
Ms. Faisal reviewed the events 
that led up to the alleged in- 
sults and assault incident be- 
tween her and Deputy 
Kreisha. Her case was sche- 
duled to be presented to the 
Lower House, but Sunday's 
agenda for the House makes 
no mention of the dispute. 

Lower House Speaker Taher 
Al Masri has said the issue of 
lifting immunity on Mr. 
Kreisha would be forwarded to 
the House’s Judiciary Commit- 
tee — of which Ms. Faisal is a 
member. 


Florida man 
arrested in plot 
to kill Clinton 
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WASHINGTON (R) — \ 
Florida man has been arrested 
and charged with threatening 
to loll President Bill Clinton 
after stalking his jogging route 
in Washington, officials said 
Friday. The man was identified 
by court documents filed in 
U.S. District Court in Orlando 
as Ronald Gene Barbour. He 
was picked up Thursday at the 
lakeside psychiatric facility fo 
Orlando, according to James 
Glazebrook, an assistant U.S. 
attorney general in Orlando. 
Mr. Barbour, who appeared to 
be about 45 years old. is being 
held without bond at the Semi- 
nole County Jail in Orlando 
and U.S. prosecutors have re- 
quested a psychiatric evalua- 
tion for him, said Mr. 
Glazebrook. adding that no 
plea had been entered. White 
House officials said Mr. Bar- 
bour checked out Mr. Clin- 
ton’s typical jogging route on 
the mall, a large grassy park m 
central Washington, in mid- 
January when Mr. Clinton was 
on a trip to Europe and Russia. 
The Secret Service, which 
made the arrest, declined to 
discuss the case. 
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Japan empress 
speaks for 1st time 
in 4 months 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's 
Empress Michiko has spoken 
again nearly four months after 
a mystery illness struck her 
dumb. local media said 
Saturday. Hie breakthrough 
apparently came last Sundayas 
she and Emperor Akihito ^efe 
visiting the remote Ogasawara 
Islands in the Pacific, midway 
between Tokyo and Guam. 
The Imperial Household 
Agency said the 59-year-old 
empress watched a small boy 
release a small turtle into the 
sea. Then she said to him: 
“When the next wave comes, 
the turtle can return to the sea, 
can’t it?" The empress then 
happily broke the news of her 
recovery to accompanying offi- 
cials. the court agency said. 
Emperor Akihito revealed that 
she spoke several more times 
to islanders the next day, the 
agency said. Empress Michiko 
collapsed on her birthday on 
Oct. 20 and was said to be- 
suffering from an illness caused 
by "deep sorrow”. There has 
been speculation that her de— ; 
pression was partly caused by a 
spate of critical magazine arti- . 
■cles. The imperial couple's visit 
marked the 25th anniversary of 
the return of the Ogasawaras, 
or Bonin Islands, from U.S. 
occupation to Japanese rule. : 
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Bardot berates 
Norwegian king 
over whale-hunting 
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PARIS (AFP) — French ac- 
tress Brigitte Bardot has writ- 
ten to Norwegian King Harald 
V to protest at whale-hunting, 
•a statement said Friday. Ms. 
Bardot told the king that Nor- 
way’s decision last year to re- 
sume whale-hunting overturn- 
ing a moratorium” in effect 
since 1986 "seriously com- 
promises Norway's entry into 
the European Community, as 
one of irs rules is a ban on the 
use of whale products.” The 
actress also denounced thei 
Norwegian government for ' 
giving permission for “43 lynx 
to be. killed in 1994, consider- 
ing there are only a few hun- 
dred left in Norway.” A state- 
ment from her charity the Bri- 
gitte Bardot Foundation pub- 
lished Friday, said she had 
written to the king Wednes- 
day. 
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U.S. court bans 
marijuana for 
medical use 


Washington (ap) — 

Backers of the medical use of 
marijuana lost a battle in the 
effort to force the U.S. govern- 
ment to let people use the drug 
to ease the effects of cancer, 
AIDS and other diseases. The 
U-S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia Circuit 
upheld the Bush administra- 
tion's derision in 1992 not to 
lei. doctors prescribe marijuana 
io their patients. That decision 
was supported by substantial 
evidence, the court said, not- 
,n § fhat many medical experts 
testified “that marijuana's 
medicinal value has never bAen 
proven in sound scientific stu- 
dies. The Clinton administra- 
tion has said it is reconsidering 
tne ban. Arnold Trebach of the 
Drue Policy Foundation urged 
the government to reverse the 
policy. 



